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Vicar’s Pen 

Hope.  It seems to be in short supply these days.  

Along with the absence of hope comes despair, 

fear, and loneliness.  Christians, like everyone 

else, are looking for signs of hope which tell us 

that things are getting or are going to get better.  

But what are those signs?  A better economy?  A 

vaccine for this virus?  A more moral culture?  

My guy in the White House? 

As Christians we do not pin our hope on an 

improving economy, medical advancements, 

other people’s behavior, or politics.  

Christian hope rests on what cannot 

be seen, what cannot even be 

known…except by faith.  We Christians 

do not scan the newspaper looking for 

something to give us hope.  We 

Christians look only to the Word of 

God, and His promises to sustain hope 

when everything around us seems to 

be falling apart.  God’s Word and 

promise is enough.  It is more than 

enough.  It is all that Christians have ever had. 

In the early centuries of the Christian church, 

Christians endured persecution from the 

political realm beyond belief.  Without any 

protections under the law they faced 

martyrdom for their beliefs, some being fed to 

the lions just for the sport of it.  Yet they 

endured in hope.  They trusted what their hands 

could not hold, nor eyes see.  They believed 

God’s promise of a new heaven and earth, a 

new life without tears or sorrow, pain or death.  

It was enough.  They endured. 

 

In the middle ages Christians endured the Black 

Plague, coming to the aid of those afflicted, 

bringing comfort to the dying, burying the dead, 

living in the shadow of their own death, all 

without any cure or vaccine in sight.  They 

believed in God’s promise of a future beyond 

imagination.  It was enough.  They endured. 

During the era when Christians endured two 

wars that were supposed to end all wars, some 

went off to war expecting death to be a reality 

and life to be hard.  As they 

watched their brothers fall, their 

hope for peace was not in some 

political or tactical meeting room, 

but in a cross on a hill.  Those who 

came home built families, homes, 

businesses and communities, and 

lived in hope where despair once 

lived.  It was enough. They 

endured. 

Today we face the incessant 

drumbeat of the media starting off every 

newscast with a giant ticker counting up the 

numbers of newly infected people.  We watch 

incredulously as elected public officials who are 

tasked with protecting the public they serve 

vote to reduce protection services.  We wonder 

if we can go to the store, or if we will be 

accosted by an angry crowd hell-bent on 

destroying others’ property…for what was that 

cause again? 

 

From the Vicar’s Pen 

It was enough.  

They endured. 

It is enough.   

We will endure. 
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 Some Christians have allowed fear and despair to steal their hearts and control their minds, losing 

hope until they see some sort of progress, however each of them defines “progress.”  Dear saints, 

Christian hope is different from the hope offered by the world.  Our hope is built on nothing less 

than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.  All other ground is sinking sand.  Our hope lies in the shape of 

a cross that has become a tree of life for all who believe.  In your Baptism you were washed with 

that blood and have been untied with Christ, who lives in you “the hope of glory” (Col 1:27).  Hope 

in Christ was enough for Christians in all the troubles and trials of the world in the past.  Is it enough 

for us?  It is enough.  We will endure. 

“We rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 

character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love 

has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us” (Rom 5:3-5). 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy 

Spirit you may abound in hope” (Rom 15:13). 

See you in church (sometime…) 

 

Vicar Rex E. Watt 
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December 10, 2020 
 
Vicar Rex opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
Treasurers Report:  
• Expenses through November including preschool, was over $7000.00 in the black.   
• The 2021 church budget figures were reviewed and confirmed by the Council. 
 
Vicar’s Report:  
• Visitations: One physical visitation was made and several phone contacts were completed.   
• Bible Studies: The new church year Sunday morning Bible study is “The Gospel According to Paul” begins at 

9:15 am led by Vicar Rex Watt. 
• SMP Training: New next course, “Preaching 1”.  New requirement is to make video recording of 2 sermons, 

including congregational feedback in written response. 
• Upcoming Schedule: 
  Christmas Eve  Thurs. Dec 24th 
  New Year’s Eve  Thurs. Dec 31st 
  Epiphany  Wed. Jan 6th  (No service planned) 
  Ash Wednesday Wed. Feb 6th (Begins Lenten season) 
  Palm Sunday  Sun. Mar 28th  
  Easter   Sun. Apr 4th  
 
Elders Report:  Elders will keep in touch with their members who do not attend church services due to COVID. 
 
Old Business:  
• Rex made motion to obtain authority for Treasurer Corinne to make transactions with Endowment Fund 

account.  Barbara seconded.  Motion passed. 
• Council reviewed “The Supreme Court’s 2020 Civil Rights Ruling”.   
• A donation was made to remove the non-used drum set in upstairs classroom. 
 
New Business:  
• District made recent request for congregations to vote on delaying all conventions to year 2022.  Council 

tabled this until next meeting. 
• The perpetual slow leak of pipe in the furnace room may be serious.  Rex will contact Lynden Sheet Metal 

to also examine crack in boys preschool restroom. 
   
Rex closed with prayer 

Submitted by Ross Abbe 
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It’s a new year. It’s a time when we take stock of the year 
past in order to improve the year to come. It’s a time when 
we sit down to plan and implement what we want to 
accomplish and even change. Part of that is planning our 
stewardship for the coming year. 
 
Often, we find this difficult and daunting and even joyless, 
but it doesn’t have to be. In fact, it is really quite simple and 
full of joy. So, here are some tips to make that planning less 
stressful. You begin by answering these three questions: 
 
Who are you? 
To whom do I give? 
And how much? 
 
So, who are you? The Table of Duties in the Luther’s Small 
Catechism informs us. Are you a hearer of God’s Word? Are 
you a citizen of society? Are you a member of a family? 
Stewardship covers these three estates: church, society, and 
family. We don’t particularly struggle to give to society or 
family. Our struggles, our difficulties, and our questions arise 
in giving to the Church. 
 
So, what is our duty as members of the Church with regard 
to giving? Again, the Table of Duties, gives us a guide. If you 
are a hearer – a member of the Church who receives 
instruction – St. Paul taught: “Let the one who is taught the 
word share all good things with the one who teaches” (Gal. 
6:6). This means the local congregation is primary. 
 
Your pastor is the one called to preach the Gospel to you 
and administer the Lord’s blessed sacraments to you. Your 
congregation is the place where those things happen. Thus, 
when God calls us to give to the Church, He has the local 
congregation in mind. For “the Lord commanded that those 
who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the 
gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). 
 
How much do we give to the local congregation? Our only 
instructions are to give: 
 
 

Regularly (1 Cor. 6:1–2); 
Proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12); 
Generously (2 Cor. 8:20); 
Of our first fruits (Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30); and 
With a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 
8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23). 
 
In other words, giving to the Church is not to be an 
afterthought, given after everything else is spent. In this 
way, it is deliberate. We give regularly – weekly, biweekly, 
monthly, quarterly, or yearly – keeping in mind our own 
strengths, weaknesses, and limitations. We set it aside 
beforehand – before anything else is spent. 
 
From those first fruits, we set aside a proportionate and 
generous amount. Ten percent was the standard for the 
Israelites. This was a command for the ancient Israelites. We 
can give as much as we want, but ask yourself: Do we really 
want to be less generous than was commanded of the 
Israelites? Is the job of the New Testament Church bigger or 
smaller than the job given to Israel? 
 
And how are we to give it? We give it with eagerness and 
earnestness. We give it cheerfully and with love, not out of 
compulsion. For through the preaching of the Gospel and 
the administration of the sacraments, God has made us His 
children, forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon grace, 
promised us life everlasting with Him in His kingdom, and 
filled us with His own Spirit, the Holy Spirit. This makes 
giving a joy, as Jesus said, “it is more blessed to give than to 
receive” (Acts 20:35). 
 
It’s that easy. And it is joyful. For in stewardship, our 
gracious and giving Lord invites us to take part in the work 
that He accomplishes here on earth, providing for the 
ongoing preaching of the Gospel as well as those who are in 
need. Taking part in that makes all our work holy – work that 
is done in service to the Lord as priestly members of His 
kingdom. 
 

 
From LCMS Stewardship Jan. 2021 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

 

    01 

Office Closed 
 

Happy New 
Year 

02 

 

03 
 

9:15 am:  Adult 
Bible Study 
10:30 am:  Worship 

04 

Preschool      
resumes 

05 

 
 
6:30 pm: Elders 

06 

Bulletin Deadline 
10:30 am:  Pre-
school Chapel 
 
 

07 

 
10:30 am:  Pre-
school Chapel 
 
6:30 pm:  Council 

08 

Office Closed 
 

 

 

09 

 

10 

9:15 am:  Adult 
Bible Study 
10:30 am:  Worship 
& Communion 

 

 

11 

 
 
 

12 

 

13 

Bulletin Deadline 
 

14 

 
 

15 

Office Closed 
 
 
 
 

16 

 
 

17 

9:15 am:  Adult 
Bible Study 
10:30 am:  Worship 
 

 

18 

MLK Day 
 
No Preschool 

19 

 

20 

Bulletin Deadline 
Saltshaker  
Deadline 
 
 

21 

 
 

22 

Office Closed 

23 

 

24 

9:15 am:  Adult 
Bible Study 
10:30 am:  Worship 
& Communion 
 

25 

 
 

26 

 
 

27 

Bulletin Deadline 

28 29 

Office Closed 
 
 

30 

319:15 am:  Adult 

Bible Study 
10:30 am:  Worship 
Children's Sunday 
School during Sermon 
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January & February Anniversaries 
01/12  Joe & Robin Stephens 
01/13  Les & Joy Anderson 
01/16  Kari & Lynnata Marttila 
02/02  Ron & Jan Willand 
02/06  Don & Alex Strong 
 
  

As the angels sing heavenly praises for our God above, 
As the dawn touches the Earth with its soft rays, 

As another chapter of your life starts anew, 
I wish that God will grant you your heart’s greatest desire 

And your presence endows peace to others  
as refreshing as the morning dew. 

Have a blessed and wonderful birthday or anniversary!  
————————————————— 

Note:  If your birthday or wedding anniversary is not 
listed on this page or if it is incorrect, please contact the 
church office so we can make the correction.  
 

Shut-ins:  Virginia Blackmore, Ken Hindman 

Assisting Us In Worship — January  

Altar Care 
Lynnata Marttila 

 

UPDATE 
THE VOLUNTEER WORSHIP SCHEDULE  (Fellowship 
Hostesses, ushers, counters, etc.) will be postponed 
until restrictions for such activities are lifted by the 
governor.   
 
Our Lord continues to walk with us daily through this 
unprecedented time and we give thanks for His 
promise to never leave us or forsake us.  This we 
take comfort in, as He teaches us patience in waiting 
upon Him.  
 
n His time, we look forward to the opportunity to 
use our gifts of hospitality/serving once 
again.  Should you have any questions, please 
contact Dee for Hostesses and Tara for the others.   
 

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his 
mercies never come to an end;  they are new every 
morning; great is Thy faithfulness.” Lam. 3:22-23  

 
  ELDER  LAY READER 
Jan. 03 Patrick O’Connor Sally Pinski 
Jan. 10 Ross Abbe  Rex Watt 
Jan. 17  Les Anderson Corinne Thorsen 
Jan. 24 Patrick O’Connor Rex Watt 
Jan. 31 Ross Abbe  Ross Abbe  

Elder Care List  
 

A—Gra:      Les Anderson                360.739.9517 
H—Lu:        Ross Abbe                    360.908.2545 (c)   
       360. 734.9088 
M—Sch:     Kari Marttila                  360.318.5298 
Sm—Wri:   Patrick O’Connor          515.707.3928 

February Birthdays 
02/03  Kaarina Marttila 
02/11  Roger Granger 
02/11  Harold Dupuis 
02/12  Louis Kuljis 
02/14  Joy Anderson 
02/18  Heidi Kuljis 
02/24  Madelyn Potvin 
02/26  Alice Legoe 

January Birthdays 
01/03   Jaxon Kuljis 
01/12   MaryAnn Olsen 
01/16   Robin Stephens 
01/18   Dennis Urbanec 
1/19     Jackie Smith 
01/26   Adalyn Noste 
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PLEASE NOTE:  THE EVENTS BELOW MAY ALL CHANGE AS NEW DEVELOPMENTS ARE 
ANNOUNCED REGARDING THE CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) UPDATES… 
 

TITHE ENVELOPES — Thank you for your continued tithe offerings.  Just a reminder to write 
out Redeemer Lutheran Church on your check.  Thank you. 

      You may continue to drop off your tithe envelopes to the secure Prayer Box. 
 
 

SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY MEETS AT 9:15 am:  "Insight into Today's Bible Readings".  “The Gospel 
According to Paul”, led by Vicar Watt. 
 
CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS will be in mailboxes mid January. 
 

JOB OPENING:  Our church secretary, Tara, is retiring from her service here at RLC December 25.  We are 
seeking a qualified Administrative Assistant /Preschool Registrar for 20 hours per week.  If you are interested 
in learning more about this position, please contact the church office.  (posted on our website) 
 

DEVOTIONALS:  “Our Daily Bread” for Dec.-Feb. and “Portals of Prayer” for Jan.-Mar. are available at the 
bulletin table and the mailbox table. 
 

ALTAR GUILD HELP NEEDED:  We could use a few more ladies (or gentlemen) from the church who would like 
to volunteer for this ministry.  For more information contact Lynnata M. 
 

2021 ALTAR FLOWERS SIGN-UP SHEET is posted on the bulletin board by the office.  This is an opportunity 
for you to have flowers placed on the altar in honor of a birthday, anniversary, memory, etc.  If you would like 
to place flowers on the alter for a special occasion, please place your name and phone number on the line 
corresponding with the date on the alter flower sign-up sheet. If you would like Lynnata to purchase flowers 
for you, please contact her - 360-318-5298. 
 
TUNE INTO THE LUTHERAN HOUR:  Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler, Lutheran Hour Speaker, gives a sermon each 
Sunday.  The program also features hymns and reflections on the texts. 

Online:  www.kfuo.org  Radio: 550AM   KARI   11:30 am 

————————————————————————————————————— 
Redeemer Lutheran Church Voter’s Meeting  

President:  Ross Abbe Vice President: Patrick O'Connor        Substitute Secretary:  Barb Abbe 
 
 Meeting was called to order on December 13, 2020 at 11:45 a.m. 
 Vicar Rex Watt opened the meeting with prayer. 
 Ross described and explained the 2021 Church Budget proposal. 
 The 2021 church budget of 159,450.00 was discussed and approved. 
 The preschool budget of 28,830.50 was also approved. 
 Vicar Rex Watt closed with prayer.  
 Meeting ends at 12:15 p.m. 



 9 

 

Redeemer Lutheran Preschool 
858 W. Smith Road 

Bellingham, WA  98226 

 

Dear Redeemer, 
 
Happy New Year!  Well, 2020 was a very challenging year, but I am so thankful we were able to 
finish the year in preschool.  I was sad we were not able to have our Christmas program and it 
didn’t feel the same without it.    
 
I’m looking forward to a new year with new beginnings, new challenges and new ways to see 
God working in these little children’s hearts!   
 
Thank you all for the continued support, prayers and contributions this past year.   
 
I look forward to sharing our gifts of God’s work through the little ones this coming year.   
 
Wishing you many blessings in 2021! 
 
Love, Heidi 

 
 

 
 
 

Clorox wipes (LOTS)   Lysol Disinfectant Spray 
Hobby Lobby Gift Cards   Michaels Gift Cards 
Dollar Tree Gift Cards  

         
 
Preschool registration forms are posted on our website.  If you prefer, you may call the office and they will  
e-mail or mail you one. 
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Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky, 

The flying cloud, the frosty light: 

The year is dying in the night; 

Ring out, wild bells, and let him die. 

 

Ring out the old, ring in the new, 

Ring, happy bells, across the snow: 

The year is going, let him go; 

Ring out the false, ring in the true. 

 

Ring out the grief that saps the mind 

For those that here we see no more; 

Ring out the feud of rich and poor, 

Ring in redress to all mankind. 

 

Ring out a slowly dying cause, 

And ancient forms of party strife; 

Ring in the nobler modes of life, 

With sweeter manners, purer laws. 

 

 

 

Ring out the want, the care, the sin, 

The faithless coldness of the times; 

Ring out, ring out my mournful rhymes 

But ring the fuller minstrel in. 

 

Ring out false pride in place and blood, 

The civic slander and the spite; 

Ring in the love of truth and right, 

Ring in the common love of good. 

 

Ring out old shapes of foul disease; 

Ring out the narrowing lust of gold; 

Ring out the thousand wars of old, 

Ring in the thousand years of peace. 

 

Ring in the valiant man and free, 

The larger heart, the kindlier hand; 

Ring out the darkness of the land, 

Ring in the Christ that is to be. 

‘Ring Out, Wild Bells’ 
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Share God’s Word by Using Free Gideon Cards 

How would you like to extend the missionary outreach of our church to some 200 
countries around the world?  You are encouraged to use Gideon cards to send the 
Word and Change a Life! 
 

Every time you send a Gideon card, your donation for Bibles will send God’s 
Word to someone who desperately needs it—perhaps in your own neigh-
borhood or somewhere else around the world. 
 

Gideon cards can be given in the memory of someone special (sympathy 
cards) or for any special occasion, and that’s a life-changing difference! 
 

Check out the display of free Gideon cards in our church.  Where are they?  
They are on the wooden shelf  at the back wall in the fellowship room.  Help  
yourself.  Then, let these cards acknowledge your gift in memory or in honor of 
someone, and provide Bibles, helping fulfill the Great Commission.  Thank you for 
sharing God’s Word around the world. 

Free Cards 

Stay connected to the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
 

IF YOU WANT HELP UNDERSTANDING the world from a Lutheran perspective:         
The Lutheran Witness  (lcms.org/witness) 
 

IF YOU LIKE HEARING directly from the president and other members of the president’s office:  Witness, 
Mercy, Life Together blog (wmltblog.org) 
 

IF YOU WANT TO CONNECT with other LCMS Lutherans:  LCMS Facebook           (facebook.com/thelcms), 
Twitter (!thelcms), Instagram (thelcms) and Periscope 
 

IF YOU WANT TO HEAR from LCMS leadership:  Leader blog (blogs.lcms.org, category/
leader-blog) 
 

IF YOU’RE SEARCHING for stories of the Church in action:  
 Lutherans Engage the World (lcms.org/lutheransengage) 
 

IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR NEWS:  Reporter (blogs.lcms.org/reporter) 
 

IF YOU CAN’T GET ENOUGH of all things mission:   
 Journal of Lutheran Mission (lcms.org/journaloflutheranmission) 
 

IF YOU WANT IT ALL:  LCMS News and Publications (blogs.lcms.org) 

Lutherans For Life Quote:  January  10 

 

“The world needs your voice to declare Jesus’ words of eternal life. The world 
needs your voice to declare God’s value of life in all of its stages. The world 
needs your voice to declare God’s convictions born of His Word. The world 
needs your voice to declare that God’s word of forgiveness purchased with 
the blood of Jesus extends to all of us sinners, including those who have 
chosen abortion. The world needs your voice!”  

 

Rev. David Eibel, Living Word Lutheran Church, Grapevine, Texas – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • 
lutheransforlife.org  
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