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Lententide is upon us.  Lent is a penitential season.  It is the time of the Church Year that starts on Ash 
Wednesday and ends the evening before Easter, which is called Holy Saturday.  Historically it was the “last 
push” of instruction for the catechumen (one being instructed in the faith) prior to being baptized, confirmed, 
and given the Lord’s body and blood for the first time at the Saturday evening Vigil.  For those already in the 
faith, it was to be a time of reflection, repentance, almsgiving, simplified living, and self-denial.  It has been 
common for people to “give up something” for Lent as a personal discipline to, in a small way, identify with 
Jesus’ 40 days of temptation in the wilderness. 
 
Whether one gives up anything for Lent, or not, is a matter of Christian freedom.  There is no scriptural 
command.  While it has been a common practice among Christians for centuries, I would like to suggest 
something different.  Rather than giving something up for Lent, consider adding something for Lent.  In 
keeping with the penitential and reflective nature of the season, how about adding some Bible reading time, 
or prayer time to one’s current practice?  Or one could combine the two ideas (giving up and adding) by 
fasting one meal a day, using that time to read the Bible and pray, and use the money saved from that fast to 
purchase food items for our Food Bank Collection box.  Hmm, that’s kind of like a triple play! 
 
Whatever you choose to do, or not do this Lenten season, my prayer is that you will keep your eyes on Jesus, 
the Author and Finisher of our faith.  During this season we will walk with Jesus from his baptism to his cross.  
We are going to hear him reveal over and over that he must suffer, be rejected and killed.  He is also going to 
remind us that he will rise from the dead.  And he did it all for us; that we might be turned from darkness to 
light, from the power of Satan to God, that we may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who 
are sanctified by faith in him. 
 
See you in church, 
 
Vicar Rex Watt 
 
 
 
 

From the Vicar’s Pen 
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Church Council Briefs from, February 11, 2021 Minutes 
  
Vicar Rex opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
Treasurers Report: January expenses shows $15,069.00 only $679.22 over budget. 
 
Vicar’s Report: Visitations:  For January several phone contacts and one home communion member visit, coun-

seling visits for members. 
 Bible Studies: Sunday bible study is reviewing “The Gospel According to Paul”, being led by Larry 

Schell. 
 SMP Training: Next course starts March 1st, “Teaching the Faith”. 
 Worship Status: January average attendance 36 per Sunday. 
 
Elders Report: Elders suggest election of new officers.  We are looking for individuals to serve. 
 
Stewardship Report: Planning for spring cleaning. 
 
Property Report: Kitchen window damage bid to repair $239.00.  Lights change for sanctuary. 
 
Education Report: Calls are coming in for 2022 Preschool registration.  Sunday School review by Heidi for 
Sunday School kids Sunday February 28. 
 
Old Business: Council discussed the challenge of changing payment process to government for  
Medicare Plan B Premiums under our POP 125 plan.  Because we would be  changing it back within less than 2 
years, Council decided to use (Medical  Reimbursement) to the insured in place of paying premiums direct to   
government.  Motion  followed and passed. 
 
New Business:  
• Council reviewed disability/ retirement  program for Vicar offered from Concordia. Disability Benefit 70% of 

income—premium 2.26%/monthly. Retirement Plan includes death benefit (2 x salary) + ($10,000 for 
spouse) Benefit fully vested in 5 years.   

     
• Tabatha takes over preschool registration duties.  
 
• Unfinished memorial for Claudia Abbe was discussed.  Chris Abbe (son) offered to gift a votive rack/table.  
 
• Greater need for new green vestments was suggested. 
 

Rex closed with prayer 

Submitted by Ross Abbe 
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Hudson Taylor, a Nineteenth Century British missionary 
to China, is reported to have said, “God’s work, done in 
God’s way, will not lack God’s supply.” To know God’s 
way, we need to know His Holy Word. Or to say it 
another way: you need to know your Bible.  
 
St. Paul, before he spends two chapters on giving, 
wrote that every thought is to be taken captive to the 
obedience of Christ (2 Cor 10:5). Doctrine matters. And 
doctrine matters because the Scriptures matter. And 
the Scriptures matter because this is where we learn 
the teaching of Christ. Our thoughts must be brought 
into line with the teaching of Scripture so that our work 
is what God wants done and so that we do this work in 
His way. 
 
A good tree bears good fruit. A bad tree bears bad fruit. 
We have been made good trees in holy baptism. We 
are fertilized and pruned for bearing good fruit by 
constantly hearing God’s Word preached and taught in 
sermon and Bible Class and in receiving the life-giving, 
faith-sustaining food of the Lord’s Supper. Remember 
your doctrine, hold on to the Lord’s teaching, and your 
thoughts will be taken captive to the obedience of 
Christ.  
 
Bringing every thought captive to the obedience of 
Christ is recognizing that God does provide. The Lord’s 
Prayer teaches us to pray for daily bread. Praying this 
day in and day out reminds us that the Lord is the giver 
of our daily bread, and that we are to gives thanks for 
His daily provision of it.  God is rarely early and never 
late in His work, as Abraham learned on the mount of 
the Lord it will be provided. The Lord’s generosity 
forms our generosity in return. 
 
Thus, we set aside for the work of God a generous, first
-fruits, proportion of the daily bread that God has given 

to us. This act of trust in the Lord’s provision is the 
working out of our faith in Him. When budgetary 
discussions pop up our natural reaction is to point 
fingers.  But remember your doctrine, and what your 
mother taught about pointing fingers. Our first natural 
reaction is not always right. In fact, when our thoughts 
are brought into captivity of Christ, our first reaction 
should be repentance. It should raise questions in our 
own lives. As good trees in Christ who are to bear good 
fruit, we should ask whether our thoughts have been 
taken captive by obedience to Christ.  Have we given 
generously? Have we given our first-fruits? You know. 
And God knows. “For the eyes of the Lord run to and 
fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong 
on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him” (2 
Chron 16:9).  
 
God will provide. He always has and He always will. He 
gives His meat in due season. He has not left you as 
orphans but has grafted you into His own family. You 
belong to Him. Remember this, letting this thought 
dwell in you richly. And you will then be rich toward 
others.  
  From LCMS Stewardship Mar. 2021 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

 

01 02 03 

Bulletin Deadline 
 

 

1 & 7 pm Lent 
Worship Service 
 

 

04 

 

 

05 

 
 

06 

 

07 

9:15 am:  Adult 
Bible Study 
10:30 am:  Worship 

08 

 

09 

 
 
6:30 pm: Elders 

10 

Bulletin Deadline 
 
1 & 7 pm Lent 
Worship Service 

11 

 
 
6:30 pm:  Council 

12 

 
 

 

 

13 

 

14  

      Daylight Savings 
Time begins 
9:15 am:  Adult 
Bible Study 
10:30 am:  Worship 
& Communion 
 

15 

 
 

16 

 

17 

Bulletin Deadline 
Saltshaker  
Deadline 
 
1 & 7 pm Lent 
Worship Service 

18 

 
 

19 

 
 
 
 
 

20 

 
 

21 

9:15 am:  Adult 
Bible Study 
10:30 am:  Worship 
 

 

22 

 
 

23 

 

24 

Bulletin Deadline 
 
1 & 7 pm Lent  
Worship Service 

25 

 
 

26 

 

27 

Spring Indoor 
cleaning 

28 

Palm Sunday 
9:15 am:  Adult 
Bible Study 
10:30 am:  Worship 
& Communion 
 

29 

 
 

30 31    
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March and April Anniversaries 
03/21  Ross & Barb Abbe 
04/13   Richard & Pamela Hallmark 
 
  

As the angels sing heavenly praises for our God above, 
As the dawn touches the Earth with its soft rays, 

As another chapter of your life starts anew, 
I wish that God will grant you your heart’s greatest desire 

And your presence endows peace to others  
as refreshing as the morning dew. 

Have a blessed and wonderful birthday or anniversary!  
————————————————— 

Note:  If your birthday or wedding anniversary is not 
listed on this page or if it is incorrect, please contact the 
church office so we can make the correction.  
 

Shut-ins:  Virginia Blackmore, Ken Hindman 

Assisting Us In Worship — March  

Altar Care 
Val Mossman 

 

UPDATE 
THE VOLUNTEER WORSHIP SCHEDULE  (Fellowship 
Hostesses, ushers, counters, etc.) will be postponed 
until restrictions for such activities are lifted by the 
governor.   
 
Our Lord continues to walk with us daily through this 
unprecedented time and we give thanks for His 
promise to never leave us or forsake us.  This we 
take comfort in, as He teaches us patience in waiting 
upon Him.  
 
In is time, we look forward to the opportunity to use 
our gifts of hospitality/serving once again.  Should 
you have any questions, please contact Dee for 
Hostesses and Tabatha for the others.   
 

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his 
mercies never come to an end;  they are new every 
morning; great is Thy faithfulness.” Lam. 3:22-23  

 
  ELDER  LAY READER 
Mar. 07 Patrick O’Connor Corinne Thorsen 
Mar. 14 Ross Abbe  Rex Watt 
Mar. 21 Les Anderson Sally Pinski 
Mar. 28 Patrick O’Connor Rex Watt 
 

Elder Care List  
 

A—Gra:      Les Anderson                360.739.9517 
H—Lu:        Ross Abbe                    360.908.2545 (c)   
       360. 734.9088 
M—Sch:     Kari Marttila                  360.318.5298 
Sm—Wri:   Patrick O’Connor          515.707.3928 

April Birthdays 
04/06 Jake Potvin 
04/08 Lisa Montgomery 
04/12 Reece Kuljis 
04/12 Dylan Watt 
04/13 Deanna Watt 
04/16 Patrick Heaviside 
04/21 Kelsey Heaviside 
04/23 Lynnea Flarry 

 

March Birthdays 
03/05  Pam Hallmark 
03/13  Vivian Hallmark 
03/20  Don Strong 
03/22  Ann Leonard 
03/25  Arlene Lund 
03/30  Ross Abbe 
03/31  Melissa Noste 
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PLEASE NOTE:  THE EVENTS BELOW MAY ALL CHANGE AS NEW DEVELOPMENTS ARE 
ANNOUNCED REGARDING THE CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) UPDATES… 
 

TITHE ENVELOPES — Thank you for your continued tithe offerings.  Just a reminder to write 
out Redeemer Lutheran Church on your check.  Thank you. 

      You may continue to drop off your tithe envelopes to the secure Prayer Box. 
 
 

SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY MEETS AT 9:15 am:  "Insight into Today's Bible Readings".  “The 
Gospel According to Paul”, led by Larry Schell. 
 

DEVOTIONALS:  “Our Daily Bread” for Mar.-May and “Portals of Prayer” for Jan.-Mar. are available at the 
bulletin table and the mailbox table. 
 

ALTAR GUILD HELP NEEDED:  We could use a few more ladies (or gentlemen) from the church who would like 
to volunteer for this ministry.  For more information contact Lynnata M. 
 

2021 ALTAR FLOWERS SIGN-UP SHEET is posted on the bulletin board by the office.  This is an opportunity 
for you to have flowers placed on the altar in honor of a birthday, anniversary, memory, etc.  If you would like 
to place flowers on the alter for a special occasion, please place your name and phone number on the line 
corresponding with the date on the alter flower sign-up sheet. If you would like Lynnata to purchase flowers 
for you, please contact her - 360-318-5298. 
 

TUNE INTO THE LUTHERAN HOUR:  Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler, Lutheran Hour Speaker, gives a sermon each 
Sunday.  The program also features hymns and reflections on the texts. 

Online:  www.kfuo.org  Radio: 550AM   KARI   11:30 am 
 
 

 

SPRING INDOOR CLEANING AT  REDEEMER:  March  27th,  10:00 am -  1:00 pm, if Covid restrictions allow. 
Cleaning supplies will be furnished, however bring your own work gloves.  Contact Barbara at 206-799-5308 
with any questions .  SAVE THE DATE! 

 
PRAYER CHAIN:  Would you like to be added to our prayer chain?  This prayer chain includes prayer for 
anything and anyone!  If you would like to be added please leave your email address in Lynnata Martilla’s 
church mailbox, or contact her at 360-318-5298. 
 
WOMEN’S TUESDAY PRAYER:  We also have a women’s Tuesday prayer email that is expressly for the prayer 
needs of those in the Redeemer family.  If you would like to be included, again contact Lynnata at  360-318-
5298 or leave a note with your email address in her church mailbox. 
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Sunday School Newsletter 
 

Hello Sunday School Families! 
 
I am still planning on having Sunday School class on the last Sunday of the month!  We will 
have a bible lesson, make a craft and  have a snack!  Hope to see you there! 
 
Love & Blessings, 
Heidi 

 

We joyfully welcome these new members into our church by letter of 
transfer.  It is a blessing to have you join our community.   May God bless 

you as we walk together in Christ! 

 

 NaDean 
and  
Rod  

Hanson 

Janet  
and 
Bill  

Baeder 

Please join us in welcoming new members to the Redeemer family! 
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Redeemer Lutheran Preschool 
858 W. Smith Road 

Bellingham, WA  98226 

 

Dear Redeemer, 
Happy Spring!  I am so ready for some sunshine and so are the preschoolers! There have been a couple of days 
where we’ve gone outside recently before pick-up and they all cry leaving because they just want to play 
outside! We have so many fun things we do in the spring, I love this time of year! 
 
Although this has definitely been a different school year I feel very blessed to have been in person and have 
enjoyed these amazing children! I’m also looking forward to celebrating the season of Easter and what Jesus has 
done for us! He died on the cross to save us from our sins so we can have eternal life! I look forward to sharing 
all the amazing bible stories leading up to Jesus’ resurrection! He is risen indeed, Hallelujah! 
 
We have also had many “1/2” birthdays in preschool! A majority of the classes have summer birthdays so we’ve 
had lots of parties! We also have been doing lots of art projects, learning our letters, shapes, and numbers, bible 
stories, chapel, and have some fun outdoor activities coming up! 
 
I pray you all have a wonderful Lenten season and look forward to our incredible Easter service!  He has risen 
indeed, Hallelujah! 
 
Easter blessings, 
Heidi 

 

 
 
 

Clorox wipes (LOTS)   Lysol Disinfectant Spray 
Hobby Lobby Gift Cards   Michaels Gift Cards 
Dollar Tree Gift Cards  

         
 
Preschool registration forms are posted on our website.  If you prefer, you may call the office and they will  
e-mail or mail you one. 
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Lenten & Holy Week Calendar 

Lenten Services 
 
 

“Return to the Lord” Series 
 

 

Wednesday’s 7 pm 
 
March 03: “Return from Betrayal” 
March 10: “Return from False Witness” 
March 17: “Return from Denial” 
March 24: “Return to the Kingdom of God” 

Holy Week 
 

Sunday, March 28 
Palm Sunday 

10:30 am:  Worship Service 
 

Thursday April 01 
Maundy Thursday 

Communion 
7 pm:  Worship Service 
 

Friday April 02 
Good Friday 

7 pm:  Worship Service 
 

Sunday, April 04 
Easter Sunday 

Communion 
10:30 am: Worship Service 
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I Wandered Lonely As a Cloud 

 

I wandered lonely as a cloud 
    That floats on high o'er vales and hills, 

When all at once I saw a crowd, 
    A host, of golden daffodils, 

Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. 

Continuous as the stars that shine 
    And twinkle on the milky way, 

They stretched in never-ending line 
    Along the margin of the bay: 
Ten thousand saw I at a glance, 

Tossing their heads in sprightly dance. 
The waves beside them danced; but they 

    Out-did the sparkling waves in glee; 
A poet could not but be gay, 
    In such a jocund company; 

I gazed--and gazed--but little thought 
What wealth the show to me had brought: 

For oft, when on my couch I lie 
    In vacant or in pensive mood, 
They flash upon the inward eye 
    Which is the bliss of solitude; 

And then my heart with pleasure fills, 
And dances with the daffodils 

       --William Wordsworth 
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Share God’s Word by Using Free Gideon Cards 

How would you like to extend the missionary outreach of our church to some 200 
countries around the world?  You are encouraged to use Gideon cards to send the 
Word and Change a Life! 
 

Every time you send a Gideon card, your donation for Bibles will send God’s 
Word to someone who desperately needs it—perhaps in your own neigh-
borhood or somewhere else around the world. 
 

Gideon cards can be given in the memory of someone special (sympathy 
cards) or for any special occasion, and that’s a life-changing difference! 
 

Check out the display of free Gideon cards in our church.  Where are they?  
They are on the wooden shelf  at the back wall in the fellowship room.  Help  
yourself.  Then, let these cards acknowledge your gift in memory or in honor of 
someone, and provide Bibles, helping fulfill the Great Commission.  Thank you for 
sharing God’s Word around the world. 

Free Cards 

Stay connected to the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
 

IF YOU WANT HELP UNDERSTANDING the world from a Lutheran perspective:         
The Lutheran Witness  (lcms.org/witness) 
 

IF YOU LIKE HEARING directly from the president and other members of the president’s office:  Witness, 
Mercy, Life Together blog (wmltblog.org) 
 

IF YOU WANT TO CONNECT with other LCMS Lutherans:  LCMS Facebook           (facebook.com/thelcms), 
Twitter (!thelcms), Instagram (thelcms) and Periscope 
 

IF YOU WANT TO HEAR from LCMS leadership:  Leader blog (blogs.lcms.org, category/
leader-blog) 
 

IF YOU’RE SEARCHING for stories of the Church in action:  
 Lutherans Engage the World (lcms.org/lutheransengage) 
 

IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR NEWS:  Reporter (blogs.lcms.org/reporter) 
 

IF YOU CAN’T GET ENOUGH of all things mission:   
 Journal of Lutheran Mission (lcms.org/journaloflutheranmission) 
 

IF YOU WANT IT ALL:  LCMS News and Publications (blogs.lcms.org) 

Lutherans For Life Quote:  March 7 

 

“Whether you are five or 35 or 65, there will be days when it seems to you 
that God has dropped it. When that happens, when the darkness threatens to 
close in on you, just go back to the simple truth that God taught you in your 
youth. Go back to the Word of Light, the Word that is Christ. ‘Jesus loves me, 
this I know, for the Bible tells me so.’ That will lighten the way for you, for us 
all.”  

 
Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer, The Lutheran Hour – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org  


