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From the Vicar’s Pen
The Treasures we Have…
I was at a family gathering recently, sitting with a
group of guys talking about things guys talk about.
Now, don’t let your mind wander…we were all
married men with families; a couple of us are
grandpa’s. We were discussing stuff like yard work,
lawn equipment, tractors, even mountain biking.
One of the younger men, knowing that I am serving
here at Redeemer, asked me what I was preaching
on. When I said I was preaching on the Ascension
because Pentecost was coming and “we needed to
get Jesus up, up and away before the Holy Spirit
could come” (in a jokingly manner), I was met with
dead silence, and blank stares. The silence was
broken when this man said his pastor was preaching
on the Book of Revelation, and that it was really
enlightening and timely, given all the unrest in the
Middle East. For the next 30 minutes or so, he
talked about how his pastor was packing the church
out, and relating all the current events to the Bible,
and how glad he is that he will be raptured before
things get really bad. Didn’t hear a word about
Jesus.
So, what’s the “treasure” in the above story? The
Lectionary. The Church has used lectionary readings
to guide the Church’s preaching for millennia.
Designed around the birth, life, death, resurrection…
and yes, ascension of Jesus, the lectionary keeps the
Church focused on Christ. It keeps pastors from
dwelling on their pet themes. Over the course of
each Church Year, we continually hear about what
Jesus has done for us and is doing for us. And yes,
the lectionary does cover Christ’s Second Coming…it
just doesn’t spend a lot of time on it. And in case
you haven’t read the ending of the Book (spoiler
alert!), Jesus wins. Which means we also win. As
important an event the Second Coming of Christ is,
it’s not the most important event in the overall

narrative of the Biblical story. That would be the
cross, toward which the lectionary texts constantly
point us. You can put your newspapers down. Gods
got this…and he’s got you as well.
He claimed you as his child in your Baptism…another
treasure. When you “heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation, and…believed in him, [you]
were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, which is
the guarantee of [your] inheritance until [you]
acquire possession of it, to the praise of his
glory” (Eph 1:13-14). That Holy Spirit was delivered
to you in your Baptism according to Peter (Acts
2:38), and that baptism united you with Christ
according to Paul (Rom 6:3-5). In Luther’s Small
Catechism, the question is asked, “What great things
does God do through Baptism?” The answer is,
“God works forgiveness of sins (Acts 22:16); rescues
from death and the devil (Col 1:13-14; 2:11-12); and
gives eternal salvation (1 Pet 3:21; Titus 3:5-7).1
As God’s child, you don’t need to get all worked up
by what is going on in the Middle East. The people
who have occupied those lands have been going at it
ever since the time of Abraham. You don’t need to
be concerned whether or not Jesus “is at the door”
or if the “clock is ready to strike” at midnight. Jesus
confirmed that no one knows the day or the hour of
his coming (Mt 24:36). It is enough that we know
that he is coming, and when he comes “he will give
eternal life to me and all believers in Christ” so that
we may “live under him in his kingdom and serve
him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and
blessedness…to all eternity.” 2

1

Luther’s Small Catechism, with Explanation, 2017, CPH, St.
Louis, MO, Pages292-293.
2

Ibid, Explanations to the Second and Third Articles of the
Creed. See pages 188, 222.
2

Submitted by Ross Abbe

Church Council Briefs from, May 13, 2021 Church Council Minutes
By Ross Abbe
Vicar Rex opened the meeting with prayer.
Treasurers Report: Corinne Thorsen (absent) submitted her report indicating we’re within $600
of budget for April.
Vicar’s Report:
Visitations: Visited 2 church families and communed 2 parishioners in office
following invitations sent out for those not attending Sunday service due to
Covid.
Bible Studies Sunday Bible study, minimal attendance, one new attendee.
Catechesis: Student Jaxon Kuljis continues and, Wednesday night class 10 people.
SMP Training: Two weeks left in current course.
Worship Stats: Average attendance 63. Good offering.
Elders Report: Studied Article 3 in the New Catechism. Received 2 new members.
Stewardship Report: Starting in June, fellowship volunteers are encouraged to talk to Dee Watt
or Barb Abbe.
Property Report: Septic tanks were inspected and pumped. Baffling problem found in preschool tank, not an emergency but $900 repair is recommended.
Education Report: Preschool graduation Wednesday May 19th at 7:00 pm. Everyone welcome.
New Business: Slate of Nomination of Officers was reviewed to create voting ballot. Voters
meeting for election of officers set for Sunday May 16th.
Vicar Rex suggested “Job Opportunity Fair” could be held this fall.
Chris Abbe delivered 2 checks ($1000.00 each) of memorial money to the church
secretary. One check will be used to replace the worn green paraments. Council
will discuss and decide the usage of the second memorial check.
At June 8th Elder meeting the Elders will discuss placing the Hymnals back into the
sanctuary.
The June 10th Council meeting will be with both current and new officers.
Vicar Rex closed with prayer
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“There are three conversions necessary to every man:
the head, the heart, and the purse.” Attributed to
Luther, though yet to be located in his vast writings,
this statement echoes what Jesus taught about hearts
and treasures. He said, “For where your treasure is,
there will your heart be also.” (Matthew 6:21; Luke
12:34)
But which conversion comes first? I submit that the
order is this: first the head, then the purse, then the
heart. Let’s explore this topic.
Our Lord Jesus Christ dwelt among us to save us. He
took on our flesh, fulfilled the demands of the law in
our place, became sin for us, and suffered torture and
death on our behalf. He did this in order that we would
be free from sin, death, and hell. He gives us what He
accomplished through Baptism, Absolution, and the
Lord’s Supper. And so, He doesn’t just do it for us but
gives it to us. He makes what He did ours by making us
His. Thus, we are called by His name: Christians. We
have a new life in Him.
Through the preaching of Law and Gospel, God grants
us repentance, a changing of our minds. It is a
conversion of the mind. We are called to turn away
from our sins and turn toward Him for forgiveness, life,
and salvation. For when God calls us away from
something, He is, at the same time, calling us to
something.

Christians, God calls us to invest our treasures in His
Kingdom to ensure that the gospel is preached and the
sacraments are administered. He calls us to share all
good things with the one who teaches us the doctrines
of Christ. He calls us to be generous in giving to the
church, for it is more blessed to give than to receive.
So where is your treasure? If it is not invested in the
kingdom of God, then the only response is repentance
– a conversion of the heart – and to begin doing just
that. And as our Lord promised, where your treasure is
there your heart will be also.
This is not to say that you earn your way into heaven. It
is simply to say that as Christians, those who have been
made to be temples of the Holy Spirit, who have been
given a new life in Christ, who are dead to sin and now
alive in Him, we are actually to live – think (conversion
of the mind), do (conversion of the purse), and be
(conversion of the heart) – a new life in Him. And when
you fail, know that God in Christ loves and forgives you
and still calls you away from that and to Himself.
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter Article – June 2021

And thus, He calls us to a new life, with new deeds. This
is the conversion of the purse. Jesus said that “it is
easier for a camel to enter through the eye of a needle
than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of
God.” (Matthew 19:24) “For where your treasure is,
there will your heart be also.” Notice that our hearts
follow our treasures, not the other way around. As
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Assisting Us In Worship — June
Altar Care
Lynnata Marttila

June Birthdays
06/02
06/04
06/10
06/12
06/17
06/17
06/19
06/28
06/28
06/28

Rod Hanson
Corinne Thorsen
Patrick O’Connor
Alex Strong
Janet Baeder
Steven Potvin
Carl Olsen
Barb Abbe
Rachel Hahn
Irene Walton

Brian Cobb
Linda Montgomery
Miller Littke
Sally Pinski
John Flarry
Susanne Martinson
Sharon Schell
Glen Kortlever
Peggy Hind

June & July Anniversaries
06/07
06/14
06/20
06/27
07/04
07/04
07/10
07/25
07/27

UPDATE

July Birthdays
07/02
07/05
07/13
07/14
07/15
07/19
07/19
07/21
07/24

Rod & NaDean Hanson
Roger & Helen Granger
Randy & Deanne Bowen
John & Lynnea Flarry
George & Ann Leonard
Dennis & Sue Urbanec
Louis & Heidi Kuljus
Joe & Jamie Dupuis
Carl & Mary Ann Olsen

THE VOLUNTEER WORSHIP SCHEDULE (Fellowship
Hostesses, ushers, counters, etc.) will be postponed
until restrictions for such activities are lifted by the
governor.

Our Lord continues to walk with us daily through this
unprecedented time and we give thanks for His
promise to never leave us or forsake us. This we
take comfort in, as He teaches us patience in waiting
upon Him.
In is time, we look forward to the opportunity to use
our gifts of hospitality/serving once again. Should
you have any questions, please contact Dee for
Hostesses and Tabatha for the others.
“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his
mercies never come to an end; they are new every
morning; great is Thy faithfulness.” Lam. 3:22-23

As the angels sing heavenly praises for our God above,
As the dawn touches the Earth with its soft rays,
As another chapter of your life starts anew,
I wish that God will grant you your heart’s greatest desire
And your presence endows peace to others
as refreshing as the morning dew.
Have a blessed and wonderful birthday or anniversary!

June 06
June 13
June 20
June 27

ELDER
Ross Abbe
Les Anderson
Patrick O’Connor
Ross Abbe

LAY READER
Joe Dupuis
Rex Watt
Corinne Thorsen
Rex Watt

—————————————————
Note: If your birthday or wedding anniversary is not
listed on this page or if it is incorrect, please contact the
church office so we can make the correction.
Shut-ins: Virginia Blackmore, Ken Hindman

Elder Care List
A—Gra:
H—Lu:

Les Anderson
Ross Abbe

M—Sch: Kari Marttila
Sm—Wri: Patrick O’Connor

360.739.9517
360.908.2545 (c)
360. 734.9088
360.318.5298
515.707.3928
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PLEASE NOTE: THE EVENTS BELOW MAY ALL CHANGE AS NEW DEVELOPMENTS ARE
ANNOUNCED REGARDING THE CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) UPDATES…
TITHE ENVELOPES — Thank you for your continued tithe offerings. Just a reminder to write
out Redeemer Lutheran Church on your check. Thank you.

You may continue to drop off your tithe envelopes to the secure Prayer Box.
SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY MEETS AT 9:15 am: "A Longer Look at the Lessons: A Study of the
Weekly Pericopes”, led by Larry Schell.

DEVOTIONALS: “Our Daily Bread” for June-Aug. and “Portals of Prayer” for Apr. - June are available at the
bulletin table and the mailbox table.

ALTAR GUILD HELP NEEDED: We could use a few more ladies (or gentlemen) from the church who would
like to volunteer for this ministry. For more information contact Lynnata M.

2021 ALTAR FLOWERS SIGN-UP SHEET is posted on the bulletin board by the office. This is an
opportunity for you to have flowers placed on the altar in honor of a birthday, anniversary, memory, etc. If
you would like to place flowers on the alter for a special occasion, please place your name and phone number
on the line corresponding with the date on the alter flower sign-up sheet. If you would like Lynnata to
purchase flowers for you, please contact her - 360-318-5298.

TUNE INTO THE LUTHERAN HOUR: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler, Lutheran Hour Speaker, gives a sermon
each Sunday. The program also features hymns and reflections on the texts.
Online: www.kfuo.org
Radio: 550AM KARI 11:30 am

THANK YOU for your ongoing support of The Ferndale Food Bank. During the months of April
and May, Redeemer contributed a total of 149 pounds of non-perishable food items. We give
our Lord thanks for your generosity to support those in need in our community. This has been
an outreach ministry of Redeemer for a number of years; coordinated by Val Mossman. Thank
you, Val, for your dedication and commitment to this important community program.
Marianne Guisti has volunteered to coordinate donations for Redeemer as the Mossman’s
move to AZ. Marianne will update us regarding any specific needs for the food bank and
deliver items each month. God be praised for willing hearts and helping hands.
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The Swallow
Pretty swallow, once again
Come and pass me in the rain.
Pretty swallow, why so shy?
Pass again my window by.
The horsepond where he dips his wings,
The wet day prints it full of rings.
The raindrops on his [ ] track
Lodge like pearls upon his back.
Then again he dips his wing
In the wrinkles of the spring,
Then oer the rushes flies again,
And pearls roll off his back like rain.
Pretty little swallow, fly
Village doors and windows by,
Whisking oer the garden pales
Where the blackbird finds the snails;
Whewing by the ladslove tree
For something only seen by thee;
Pearls that on the red rose hing
Fall off shaken by thy wing.

And do not fear those who kill the body
but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear
him who can destroy both soul and
body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold
for a penny? And not one of them will
fall to the ground apart from your Father. But even the hairs of your head
are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many
sparrows.
Matthew 10:28-31

On that low thatched cottage stop,
In the sooty chimney pop,
Where thy wife and family
Every evening wait for thee.

John Clare

Marianne Guisti
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THANK YOU
A big thank you to our dear friends at Redeemer for the wonderful send off on Sunday and for the opportunity of working with you in this little portion of God's kingdom on earth. Thank you also for the box of
WORDS, they too will encourage us along with Gods WORDS in the days ahead. We have read them and
will reread them and think of each family as we do. God's richest blessings on Redeemer and each one
of you as we all go with God. Praise His name. Love and prayers, Pastor Mossman and Val

God’s love and blessings to Pastor Mossman and Val as they move to Arizona.
We thank you for your service here at Redeemer and we will miss you!

SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP RETURNS
Perhaps you’ve noticed the joy of Sunday Fellowship these past few weeks, as we begin to
return to some normalcy in gathering to share and encourage one another. There are a few
Covid guidelines, issued by the state, when serving food. However, those seem to be working and we give thanks for fellowship opportunity once again. We ask that if any ladies (or
gentlemen) would like to host and serve refreshments, to please contact Barb Abbe or Dee
Watt. The plan is to return to a hostess schedule by June 1. State guidelines and adjusted
serving instructions are available. God be praised as we once again gather, get acquainted
with new people worshipping with us, enjoy refreshments and the opportunity to encourage one another in the Lord.
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Sunday School Newsletter
Happy Summer Sunday School Families!
We will have one last Sunday school lesson this month and then we will take July and August off! Stay
tuned for a rally day date in September! I am looking for anyone that would like to help teach Sunday
school next year! If any of you are interested please let me know!
I have enjoyed being able to have Sunday school at least one day a month and teach the children about
God’s word! You are all so smart and I love to see your knowledge and minds working and learning! I look
forward to starting a more normal Sunday school year this September! Don’t forget to read your bible,
pray everyday and you’ll Grow! Grow! Grow!
Love to All, Teacher Heidi

Quilts for Preschool Graduates
Redeemer 2021 Preschool graduates were blessed with a handmade quilt at their graduation program,
May 19th. The quilts were made by quilters, Marsha Edin and Cindy McKay, and given as a gift from the
Redeemer Church family to these little ones going on to Kindergarten in the Fall. Thank you, Marsha
and Cindy, for your thoughtfulness and giving of your time and talents for these children on behalf of
Redeemer. Blessings to you!!

Please join us in welcoming new members to the Redeemer family!

We joyfully welcome these new members into our church by letter of
transfer. It is a blessing to have you join our community. May God bless
you as we walk together in Christ!
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Redeemer Lutheran Preschool
858 W. Smith Road
Bellingham, WA 98226
Dear Redeemer,
Happy June! Happy Summer! As it seems to every year, our preschool year flew by and here we are cleaning up
and reorganizing for next year! I was so thankful we were able to have in person preschool this year and the
good Lord watched over all of us and kept us safe! We had so much fun in May planting seeds, having our last
chapel and bible stories, making fun crafts and getting ready for our pre-kindergarten graduation celebration!
We had 11 children participate in the program and will be moving on to kindergarten! The program was “We
Are God’s Superstars” and all of the children wanted a solo part this year which was fantastic! I was very proud
of all of them! They were an amazing group of children and each one will hold a special place in my heart!
I have to give a very big thank you to Cindy, Marsha, and Sue for being my support and helping me this year on
the board of education. I cannot do this position without them and their wisdom and knowledge. I feel truly
blessed to have 3 ladies with all the background knowledge they have in the preschool and education to have on
the board! Thank you!
I want to say thank you to Cindy and Marsha and the quilting ladies for choosing the preschool as their mission
project this year and making all of our preschool graduates their very own quilt! Their thoughts, time, energy,
and love that they put in each one of those quilts was extremely special and I know the children will love them
for years to come! You both truly are a blessing to this preschool.
I also have to say thank you to all of you in our congregation for your thoughts, prayers, contributions, monetary
gifts/gift cards and support this year! You are all so important to me and this preschool so thank you very much!
This preschool and I are so blessed!
I hope you all have a fun and safe summer! May the Lord bless you with each ray of sunshine and drop of rain!
Summer Blessings, Heidi

Wish List for the 2021-2022 Preschool Year
24 pack of Crayola crayons (18 boxes)
Construction Paper 12 x 18in (2 packs each)
-black
-white
-tan
Pom poms (assorted colors and sizes)
6 qt Sterilite bins – clear bins with colored lids (8 bins)
16 qt Sterilite bins – clear bins withcolored lids (8 bins)

Pipe Cleaners 50pk (1 pack each)
-orange
-purple
-yellow
-black
-brown
-green
-white
-blue
GIFT CARDS: Dollar Tree, Hobby Lobby, Michaels
11

Redeemer Lutheran
Preschool

Graduation
May 19th, 2021

Congratulations
2020-2021
Graduates!
Natalie, Penny, Benjamin,
Crue, Adrie, Haiden, Sara,
Bronson, Nora, Sadie & Josie
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Best wishes and God’s
blessings as you head to
Kindergarten next year!!
A Mother’s Day brunch was
held for the
preschoolers to celebrate their
mom’s on May 6 & 7th.
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Lutheran’s For Life Quote: June 20
“The dad who keeps his eyes focused on Christ, prays for his
children and expresses his unconditional love for his kids, will, in
the end, have been a good father and be blessed with adult
children who will always be grateful for the dad God gave them.”
Abbot Tryphon – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org

Stay connected to the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
IF YOU WANT HELP UNDERSTANDING the world from a Lutheran perspective:
The Lutheran Witness (lcms.org/witness)
IF YOU LIKE HEARING directly from the president and other members of the president’s office: Witness,
Mercy, Life Together blog (wmltblog.org)

IF YOU WANT TO CONNECT with other LCMS Lutherans: LCMS Facebook
Twitter (!thelcms), Instagram (thelcms) and Periscope

(facebook.com/thelcms),

IF YOU WANT TO HEAR from LCMS leadership: Leader blog (blogs.lcms.org, category/
leader-blog)
IF YOU’RE SEARCHING for stories of the Church in action:
Lutherans Engage the World (lcms.org/lutheransengage)
IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR NEWS: Reporter (blogs.lcms.org/reporter)
IF YOU CAN’T GET ENOUGH of all things mission:
Journal of Lutheran Mission (lcms.org/journaloflutheranmission)
IF YOU WANT IT ALL: LCMS News and Publications (blogs.lcms.org)

Free Cards

Share God’s Word by Using Free Gideon Cards
How would you like to extend the missionary outreach of our church to some 200
countries around the world? You are encouraged to use Gideon cards to send the
Word and Change a Life!
Every time you send a Gideon card, your donation for Bibles will send God’s
Word to someone who desperately needs it—perhaps in your own neighborhood or somewhere else around the world.
Gideon cards can be given in the memory of someone special (sympathy
cards) or for any special occasion, and that’s a life-changing difference!
Check out the display of free Gideon cards in our church. Where are they?
They are on the wooden shelf at the back wall in the fellowship room. Help
yourself. Then, let these cards acknowledge your gift in memory or in honor of
someone, and provide Bibles, helping fulfill the Great Commission. Thank you for
sharing God’s Word around the world.
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