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Dear Saints, 
 
This month’s Vicar’s Pen is a blogpost from one of my SMP seminary professors.  I thought it worthwhile to 
share with all of you.  Dr. Peter Jurchen is editor of Bible resources at Concordia Publishing House and SMP 
instructor with Concordia Seminary.  Enjoy! 
 

“The Attitude of Discipleship” 
 

Where do our attitudes come from? 
 
It seems like a basic question, but I think it’s more complex than we might think. Let me explain. 
 
Attitudes are, roughly defined, our states of thoughts and emotions. Humans like to believe that we oversee 
our own destinies, including who we are and who we will be. God’s Word reveals to us that, before God, this 
is certainly not true. 
 
We are all born in sin and need forgiveness for those sins. As God’s enemies, according to our sinful nature, 
we do not have free will in our relationship to God in regard to our attitudes or anything else. At the same 
time Christians rejoice in Christ, who has come to earth to forgive us our sins. Our God-given faith clings to 
this promise, and we are fed by the Holy Spirit, who continually forms our faith through the Word and 
Sacrament. As God’s adopted children, sinners and saints who are fueled by His Word and promises, He gives 
us the right attitudes toward Him and our salvation. 
 
Outside of our salvation, however, we do have some stake in our attitudes. In relationship to this world, we 
can choose (to a certain extent) if we are going to face any given challenge with our chins up or down. We 
have some responsibility in how we will respond in our thoughts and emotions to difficult situations. The 
Spirit works through God’s Word to transform our attitudes in life, but as long as the world is broken, and we 
are sinners, our attitudes will never be perfect. Steering one’s attitudes in a positive direction is such a 
challenge because there’s so much unseen that goes on behind the scenes. We all have different experiences, 
pressures, pet sins, and temperaments. We are all driven by different needs and interests in life, and God 
alone knows what those are. 
 
Like I said before, where our attitudes come from in our relationship to this world is complicated. 
 
A working definition of mature discipleship, or life as baptized believers in Christ, is that: mature disciples of 
Christ actively cultivate the attitudes, understandings, and habits of abiding in God’s Word in a variety of ways 
throughout life. But what do we mean by the attitudes of abiding in God’s Word? 
 
What is your state of feeling and thinking about God’s Word, the Holy Scriptures? When you’re not in the 
Divine Service, it’s likely that you’re not too often in a state of mind or an emotional state that is meditating 
on God’s Word. You have other things going on, like responsibilities with family and work, and distractions 
constantly assaulting your senses. 

From the Vicar’s Pen 
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God would have us cultivate an attitude of growth-mindedness around His Word. The Psalmist, inspired by 
the Holy Spirit, wrote the that the blessed man is one whose: 
 
“. . delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by 
streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither” (Psalm 1:2-3). 
 
Did you catch that? Our attitude toward abiding in God’s Word should be as a delight, day and night. Why? 
Because by it we are constantly fed, we are like a tree that is nourished and sustained at all times and who 
yields fruit in due season. Jesus is the vine; we are the branches. Connected to Him and nourished by His 
Word, we produce fruit of good works of love toward our neighbors that abide. 
 
Many of us need an attitude adjustment in how we think about God’s Word as we go about our lives in this 
world. When considering discipleship, we can focus so much on cultivating the understandings of abiding in 
God’s Word or the habits of discipleship that we can lose sight of the delight of being connected to the 
Vine. 
 
God commands us to abide in His Word as His people. But we do not have to think of it as a painful 
obligation. It’s a gift! Through hearing, reading, recalling, remembering, speaking, and sharing the sacred 
Scriptures, our faith and life is being fed by God Himself. Yes, we have so many distractions in life. We have 
so many responsibilities. And yes, taking time to read or listen to God’s Word every day may not always be 
forefront on our minds, but it should not be thought of as a chore.  
 
It’s God speaking to us and working in His called and chosen people, through Law and Gospel, in 

supernatural ways to grow us. Let us delight in this! Let us embrace this. Let us pray that the Spirit would 

incline our thoughts and emotions in our daily lives to incline to God’s Word. Let us look forward to 

spending time in God’s Word and listening to what God will say to us. And in so doing, our thoughts and 

emotions will shift towards seeking and delighting in God’s Word, day and night. Let us all look to Jesus, 

“the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, and is 

seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:2). And in so doing, delight in the Lord! 
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At the end of the first of his chapters on the virtue of 
faith in Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis provides a helpful 
reminder, by way of analogy, for the foundation of 
stewardship. He wrote:  
 

“Every faculty you have, your power of thinking 
or of moving your limbs from moment to 
moment, is given you by God. If you devoted 
every moment of your whole life exclusively to 
His service you could not give Him anything that 
was not in a sense His own already. So then, 
when we talk of a man doing anything for God 
or giving anything to God, I will tell you what it 
is really like. It is like a small child going to its 
father and saying, ‘Daddy, give me sixpence to 
buy you a birthday present.’ Of course, the 
father does, and he is pleased with the child’s 
present. It is all very nice and proper, but only 
an idiot would think that the father is sixpence 
to the good on the transaction. When a man has 
made these two discoveries God can really get 
to work. It is after this that real life begins. (128–
129).” 

 
This is the first thing we are given to confess about 
stewardship, and it has to do with ownership. God 
owns everything, and we are simply managers – 
stewards – acting on His behalf. This is true not only of 
all that we have in this life (Deut. 8:17–18) but also all 
that we are in this life (1 Cor. 6:20).  
 
The rest flows from here. Since we are stewards, or 
managers, of what belongs to God, entrusted to make 
use of it according to His will, there is an expectation of 
responsibility and accountability. For the Lord said, 
“Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will 
be required, and from him to whom they entrusted 
much, they will demand the more” (Luke 12:48b). And 

from this comes blessing and reward: “Well done, good 
and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; 
I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your 
master” (Matt. 25:21).  
 
We have everything we need to support this body and 
life from our God’s fatherly divine goodness and mercy, 
without any merit or worthiness in us. We have 
everything we need for our spiritual life also from His 
merciful hands. On account of the sacrifice of His Son, 
our Lord Jesus, through the preaching of the gospel and 
the administration of the sacraments, we have the 
forgiveness of sins, eternal life, and everlasting 
salvation delivered to us with absolute certainty that it 
is ours – not as stewards but as sons (Gal. 4:1–7). Let us 
then, as His own sons, press all that He gives to us into 
the service of His church and to His glory.  
 

 
LCMS Stewardship Ministry 
Newsletter article – September2021 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

 

  

 

01 

Bulletin Deadline 
 
 
 

 

02 

 

 

03 

 
 

04 

 

05 
9:15 am:  Adult 
Bible Study 
10:30 am:  Worship 
 
 
 

06 

Labor Day 
Office Closed 

07 

6:30 pm:  Elders 
 
 

08 

Bulletin Deadline 
 
 
 
 

09 

 

10 

 

 

 

11 

Al Reinikka’s  
Memorial  
Service 
1:00pm 

12 

 9:15 am:  Adult 
Bible Study 
10:30 am:  Worship 
& Communion 
 

Rally Day! 

13 

 
 
 
 
PS Parent  
Orientation 
6:30 pm 
 

14 

6:30 pm:   Council 
 
 
 
 
PS Open House 
9:30-12:30 

15 

Bulletin Deadline 
Saltshaker  
Deadline 
 
 
1st Day   
MWF Class 

16 

 
 
 
 
 
1st Day 
T/Th Class 

17 

 
 
 
 
 

18 

 

 

19 

9:15 am:  Adult 
Bible Study 
10:30 am:  Worship 
 

20 

 
 

21 

 

22 

Bulletin Deadline 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

23 

 
 

24 

 

25 

Fall Yard Work  
Party  
10 am  - 12 pm 

26 

9:15 am:  Adult 
Bible Study 
10:30 am:  Worship 
& Communion 
 

 

27 

 
 

28 29 

Bulletin Deadline 
 

 

 

30   
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September & October 
Anniversaries 
09/01  Glen & Cheryl Kortlever 
09/06  Dave & Cindy McKay 
09/12  Dale & Carol Kloes 
10/17   Rex  & Deanna Watt 
   

As the angels sing heavenly praises for our God above, 
As the dawn touches the Earth with its soft rays, 

As another chapter of your life starts anew, 
I wish that God will grant you your heart’s greatest desire 

And your presence endows peace to others  
as refreshing as the morning dew. 

Have a blessed and wonderful birthday or anniversary!  
————————————————— 

Note:  If your birthday or wedding anniversary is not 
listed on this page or if it is incorrect, please contact the 
church office so we can make the correction.  
 

Shut-ins:  Virginia Blackmore, Ken Hindman Assisting Us In Worship — September 

Altar Care 
Cristi Lysne & Sandy Stamps 

THE VOLUNTEER WORSHIP SCHEDULE   
 

     ELDER              LAY READER                     SOUNDBOARD                     COUNTERS                     
Sept.  05 Larry Schell     Sally Pinski      Rod Hanson            Barb A./Anthony M. 
Sept.  12 Ross Abbe      Rex Watt      Anthony McLeod           Cheryl K./Cristi L. 
Sept.  19 Patrick O’Connor   Ross Abbe      Kari Marttila            Ron W. /Anthony M. 
Sept.  26 Kari Marttila   Rex Watt      Rod Hanson            Barb A./Cristi L. 
  

Elder Care List  
 

A—Gra:      Larry Schell                     
H—Lu:        Ross Abbe                      
M—Sch:     Kari Marttila                   
Sm—Wri:   Patrick O’Connor           

October Birthdays 
10/06 Sue Urbanec 
10/08  Linda Reinikka 
10/10  Darryl Edin 
10/10  Rowan Hogle 
10/12 Connor Dupuis 
10/12  Elsie Werre 
10/13  Margaret Frost 
10/13  Les Anderson 
10/13  Vera Littke 
10/31  Diane Bowen 

September Birthdays 
09/05  Cristi Lysne 
09/15  Kendra Anderson 
09/20  Robert Burger 
09/20  Abby  Anderson 
 

Fellowship Host/Hostess Volunteer Schedule 
 

Sept.  05 Mary Ann Olsen &  Cristi  Lysne 
Sept.  12 Joy Anderson & Heidi Kuljis 
Sept.  19 Barb Abbe  &  Susanne Martinsen 
Sept.  26 The Stamps &  The McLeods 

Should you have any questions, please contact Dee for Host/Hostesses and Tabatha for the rest. 
Thank you! 
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TITHE ENVELOPES — Thank you for your continued tithe offerings.  Just a reminder to write 
out Redeemer Lutheran Church on your check.  Thank you. 
 

  You may continue to drop off your tithe envelopes to the secure Prayer Box. 
 
 

SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY MEETS AT 9:15 am:  LHM Video Bible Study “Prayer”, led by Larry 

Schell.  We will examine Intercession, Gratitude, Confession and Praise Prayers.  
 

DEVOTIONALS:  “Our Daily Bread” for Sept.-Nov. and “Portals of Prayer” for July-Sept. are available at the 

bulletin table and the mailbox table. 
 

2021 ALTAR FLOWERS SIGN-UP SHEET is posted on the bulletin board by the office.  This is an 

opportunity for you to have flowers placed on the altar in honor of a birthday, anniversary, memory, etc.  If 
you would like to place flowers on the alter for a special occasion, please place your name and phone number 
on the line corresponding with the date on the alter flower sign-up sheet. If you would like Lynnata to 
purchase flowers for you, please contact her - 360-318-5298. 
 

TUNE INTO THE LUTHERAN HOUR:  Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler, Lutheran Hour Speaker, gives a sermon 

each Sunday.  The program also features hymns and reflections on the texts. 
Online:  www.kfuo.org  Radio: 550AM   KARI   11:30 am 
 

COUNTERS NEEDED:  We are once again able to have counters for the offering on Sundays and 
we are in need of some volunteers to count.  If you are interested in volunteering or have any 
questions please contact Vicar Watt.  

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE:  A memorial service will be held here at Redeemer for beloved member 
Al Reinikka.  The service will be Saturday September 11, at 1:30pm. LADIES—Helping Hands 
Needed!!! We are in need of desserts (cookies, cake, pie, etc.) for Al Reinikka’s memorial 
service as well as helping hands in the kitchen to serve refreshments. Should you be able to 
assist with any of these needs, please contact Barb Abbe or Dee Watt. 
 

WOMENS’S MINISTRY UPDATE:  Over the months of May– July, 173 pounds of food were 
donated to the Ferndale Food Bank!  Your donations are greatly needed and appreciated.  
Thank you! 
 

OUR QUARTERLY KITCHEN INGATHERING: This will take place throughout the month of 

September. A list of specific needs will be posted next to the ingathering box in the fellowship 

area. The Lord is faithful to provide through you and your generous giving to provide for our 

Sunday fellowship and other church events. Thank you for your ongoing support. Should you 

have any questions please contact Dee Watt or Barb Abbe.     
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FALL YARD WORK PARTY 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, September 25th!  
10:00 am—12:00 pm Come and help us spruce up 

the church grounds. (Weed and Shrub Trim)  
Coffee and donuts will be provided. 

 
Get ready! Get Set! For Rally Day!   
 

I am thrilled to say we will have rally day on Sunday, September 12th! 
 

All elementary aged children are welcome to join us learning about God’s word! Those children in 
middle or high school are welcome to join and help with the younger children. We will have Sunday 
school on the 2nd & 4th Sunday’s as I am the only teacher at this time.  If any of you are interested or 
willing to help and teach please let me know! I look forward to this opportunity to have Sunday 
school and teach our children God’s word! 
 
God’s Blessings, 
 
Heidi 
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Submitted by Les Anderson 

Church Council Briefs from August 10, 2021 Minutes 
    
Vicar Rex opened with prayer 
 
Devotions – Vicar Rex read Proverbs 9 
 
Treasurer's Report:  Corinne reported that Tithing income after  

expenses is $22,153,54 in the black. 
 
Vicar's Report – Visitations: 4 in person visits 

Bible Study: started  “Witness, Mercy, Life Together”  
2 new members confirmed 
July average attendance 59 per Sunday  

 
Elder's Report – Discussed having ushers and greeters for services. 
 
Stewardship Report – Discussed Opportunity Fair for October 3rd,  

Outdoor yard work party scheduled for September 25th 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. 
 
Property Report – Discussion of landscaping options. 
 
Education Report –2022 School year has 16 children enrolled  M, W, F  
       T, TH has 2 children enrolled at this time.   

    Meet & greet Sept. 14th is 9:30 am.   
    Sept. 15th first day of preschool. 

       Orientation for parents is September 13, 2021 
    Rally Day for Sunday school is September 12, 2021 

 
Unfinished Business: Continued discussion of “Benevolent Fund”.  Council members to review Benevolent 
Fund and Committee Establishment and Guidelines before September council meeting. 
 
The council meeting was extended by 30 minutes. 
 
New Business: Corinne advised for 2020-2021 school year she will make the preschool account whole by 
end of month. 
 
 
Vicar Rex closed in prayer @ 9:00 pm 
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Please join us in welcoming new members to the Redeemer family! 

Marianne Giusti 

My Kitchen Prayer 
 
Bless my little kitchen, Lord. 
I love it’s every nook. 
And Bless me as I do my work, 
Wash pots and pans and cook. 
 
May the meals that I prepare, 
Be seasoned from above, 
With Thy blessing and Thy grace, 
But most of all Thy love. 
 
As we partake of earthly food, 
The table thou hast spread, 
We’ll not forget to thank thee Lord; 
For all our daily bread. 
 
So bless my little kitchen, Lord, 
And those who enter in; 
May they find naught but joy and peace, 
And happiness therein. 
 
Amen. 
 
Helen Steiner Rice 

Then he said to his disci-
ples, “The harvest is plenti-
ful, but the laborers are 
few; 

Matthew 9:37  

“For as the rain and the snow come down 
from  Heaven  and do not return there but 
water the  earth, making it bring forth and 
sprout,  giving seed to the sower and bread 
to the  eater, so shall my word be that goes 
out from  my mouth;  it shall not return to 
me empty,  but it shall accomplish that 
which I purpose, and shall succeed in the 
thing for which I sent it.  

Isaiah 55:10-11 
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Redeemer Lutheran Preschool 
858 W. Smith Road 

Bellingham, WA  98226 

24 pack of Crayola crayons (18 boxes) 
Construction Paper 12 x 18in (2 packs each) 
-black 
-white 
-tan 
Pom poms (assorted colors and sizes) 
6 qt Sterilite bins – clear bins with colored lids (8 bins) 
16 qt Sterilite bins – clear bins with colored lids (8 bins) 

 

Pipe Cleaners 50pk (1 pack each) 
-orange -purple 
-yellow  -black 
-brown  -green 
-white  -blue 
 
GIFT CARDS:   Dollar Tree, Hobby Lobby, Michaels 

Wish List for the 2021-2022 Preschool Year 

Welcome Back to school is here again! I hope you all enjoyed our very warm summer and are looking forward 
to all things Fall!  
 
I want to say thank you so much to all of you who have contributed items from our wish list and the monetary 
gifts!  You are so amazing and I am so blessed to have so much support and very giving hearts for our pre-
school. Thank you! 
 
Preschool will be starting September14th with an all class meet and greet. Our first day will be September 
15th. God is so good and has blessed us with a full M/W/F Pre-k class!  We still have room in our T/TH Pre-
school class if any of you know of anyone interested in a preschool! Miss Sophia and I are looking forward to a 
fun year with these kiddos learning and playing! We always appreciate prayers during our school year that  
God will watch over us, keep us healthy, and guide us in our walk with him! 
 
Fall Blessings and Much Love,  
 
Heidi 
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The first care packages have successfully been sent off! Thank you to 
all who donated items and wrote notes for the care packages.  Every 
member needed an upgraded box for their gifts from medium to 
large!  There were 64 notes included in the boxes with every member 
receiving at least 10 notes.  Praise God for the success of this ministry!  
May the recipients be blessed as well as the contributors. 

As you donate items for the care packages, please keep in mind the power of a hand 
written card!  Your support is so important to our servicemembers as they serve our 
country during these difficult times.  A kind note may be just what they need to get 
through a difficult day.  Let’s flood the boxes with caring notes of encouragement! 



 13 

 

    New Ministry Opportunity   
     Military “Care Packages”  

 
 

We are now collecting items for care packages to go out in December.  Please see the ta-
ble in fellowship hall to find out more about the servicemembers we are supporting and 
get some ideas on items they would like to receive.  The boxes are on display and ready 
for donations, also notecards are available to write a note of encouragement.   If you are 
interested in participating in this ministry by contributing items or donating funds, or if 
you have any questions, please contact Carl or Mary Ann Olsen at 360-510-3056. Thank 
you! 
 

Servicemember Spotlight 

Kyle Bowen 
 

Son of Randy and Deanne Bowen 
 

United States Army 
 
 
Kyle and his wife Ren both love to cook. Kyle en-
joys BBQing and Ren enjoys learning to prepare 
American style cuisine. She loves trying new reci-
pes. I know what great cooks attend Redeemer, so 
maybe sharing recipes for a favorite dish would be 
a good care package idea.  Notes from the congre-
gation will be appreciated.  Kyle loves Reese’s Pea-
nut Butter snacks. 
 

Please keep Kyle and Ren in your prayers. 
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OPPORTUNITY FAIR 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3
rd

 
Potluck Lunch 

(sign-up in narthex) 
 

Come and See… 
Where your gifts, talents and interests can be 

 used for God’s work here at Redeemer 
 

You will have opportunity to: 
Visit tables designated for various areas of need  

 

Ask questions and gather more information 
 

Meet and greet others 
 

Share a meal with your Redeemer family 
 

Complete and return forms regarding your area(s) 
 of interest in serving  
 

As you prayerfully consider your time and talent for the Lord’s work here at Redeemer, 
may He richly bless your hearts and hands into His service with joy. 

 
“Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not 

men…” Ephesians 6:7 
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We are seeking a committee of 5 people to organize and 

plan this event.  New ideas and thoughts…as we look 

ahead to the Advent season. Should you be interested 

and/or have questions, please contact Barb Abbe, Sharon 

Schell or Dee Watt.  

Advent By Candlelight   
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Share God’s Word by Using Free Gideon Cards 

How would you like to extend the missionary outreach of our church to some 200 
countries around the world?  You are encouraged to use Gideon cards to send the 
Word and Change a Life! 
 

Every time you send a Gideon card, your donation for Bibles will send God’s 
Word to someone who desperately needs it—perhaps in your own neigh-
borhood or somewhere else around the world. 
 

Gideon cards can be given in the memory of someone special (sympathy 
cards) or for any special occasion, and that’s a life-changing difference! 
 

Check out the display of free Gideon cards in our church.  Where are they?  
They are on the wooden shelf  at the back wall in the fellowship room.  Help  
yourself.  Then, let these cards acknowledge your gift in memory or in honor of 
someone, and provide Bibles, helping fulfill the Great Commission.  Thank you for 
sharing God’s Word around the world. 

Free Cards 

Stay connected to the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
 

IF YOU WANT HELP UNDERSTANDING the world from a Lutheran perspective:         
The Lutheran Witness  (lcms.org/witness) 
 

IF YOU LIKE HEARING directly from the president and other members of the president’s office:  Witness, 
Mercy, Life Together blog (wmltblog.org) 
 

IF YOU WANT TO CONNECT with other LCMS Lutherans:  LCMS Facebook           (facebook.com/thelcms), 
Twitter (!thelcms), Instagram (thelcms) and Periscope 
 

IF YOU WANT TO HEAR from LCMS leadership:  Leader blog (blogs.lcms.org, category/
leader-blog) 
 

IF YOU’RE SEARCHING for stories of the Church in action:  
 Lutherans Engage the World (lcms.org/lutheransengage) 
 

IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR NEWS:  Reporter (blogs.lcms.org/reporter) 
 

IF YOU CAN’T GET ENOUGH of all things mission:   
 Journal of Lutheran Mission (lcms.org/journaloflutheranmission) 
 

IF YOU WANT IT ALL:  LCMS News and Publications (blogs.lcms.org) 

Lutheran’s For Life Quote: September 19 
 
“God has put us in our roles as life-affirming Lutherans in this place at this 
time. We must continue despite the world’s resistance. We must lean on God 
because He will support us. We must remember He has the words of eternal 
life!”  
 
 

Virginia Flo, Regional Director of Minnesota and National Conference Director, Lutherans 
For Life – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org  


