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From the Vicar’s Pen
Christians Are Always Learning
There have been a couple of real ironies in my life
over the years. One started back in high school
when I began to contemplate what I wanted to do
with my life. My family is a carpet laying family.
Father was a carpet layer and older brother also. (As
an aside, my family doesn’t use the phrase “knock
on wood.” We knock on carpet!) Through high
school, and in the summers, I would be a helper. I
decided that I didn’t want to become a carpet layer
because they were always lifting heavy rolls of
carpet and padding. So, I became a funeral director
instead. People generally weigh less than rolls of
carpet and pad…but I have had one 600lb case in my
career, and a couple of 400+. So much for that idea.
The second was when I was in the Air Force. I was
an Electronic Technician. While going through
advanced training prior to my deployment to Korea,
I learned that if I wanted to stay in the AF and be an
ET for a career, electronics was changing so rapidly
that I’d be in school for the rest of my life just to
keep up. I didn’t want to be in school for the rest of
my life just to keep up. So, here I am, at age 70, in
school. So much for that idea.
As Christians, we are always students, always
learners. The course I am taking right now is
“Teaching the Faith.” I am learning that Christian
education takes place in a multitude of places and in
a variety of ways within the church. One of the
Scripture verses we’ve contemplated is
Deuteronomy 6:6-7, “And these words that I
command you today shall be on your heart. You shall
teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk
of them when you sit in your house, and when you
walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when
you rise.”

Word to our families and neighbors. The devil, on
the other hand, is always trying to snatch the Lord’s
Word from our hearts and tear it away from us (See
Matthew 13:19). God desires that Christians always
remain students and learners, who sit, like Mary, at
the feet of Jesus and listen to His Word (See Luke
10:39-42).
Luther reminds us in his introduction to the Large
Catechism, that Christians are always students
because God is always our teacher. “God Himself is
not ashamed to teach it [the catechism] daily, for He
knows of nothing better to teach, and He always
keeps on teaching this one thing without varying it
with anything new or different. All the saints know
of nothing better or different to learn, though they
cannot learn it to perfection” (LC, Preface, 16).
We rejoice that the Lord Jesus has given us
opportunities to study His Word here at Redeemer
Lutheran Church, even in the midst of Covid-19. The
Sunday morning worship service, Sunday Adult Bible
Class (and a monthly Sunday School time for the
children), and our Lutheranism 101 class
(Wednesdays at 6:30-8:00) covering the Scriptures
and the Catechism are all wonderful opportunities
to hear, read, mark, learn and inwardly digest the
Lord’s wonderful Word. I encourage you all to take
advantage of these times of worship and study as
you are able.
May we all continue to delight in the Lord’s Word to
us, and find in His Word our life, salvation and the
forgiveness of all of our sins.

See you in church,
Vicar Rex E. Watt

The Lord wants His Word to be in our hearts and on
our lips, that our thoughts would always be on the
Lord’s Word. That we would always be speaking His
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Submitted by Ross Abbe
Church Council Briefs from, April 8, 2021 Church Council Minutes
By Ross Abbe
Vicar Rex opened the meeting with prayer.
Treasurers Report: Total income for month of March was $22,495.31 and expenses for March
were $15,925.21.
Vicar’s Report: Visitations: Made 3 visitations and a number of phone calls to members.
Dee and I visited a lady at “Affinity of Bellingham” who is a member of Lutheran
Church of the Cross in Kent. Other nursing homes are not allowing inside visits.
Bible Studies Larry Schell is leading pericope studies Sunday mornings.
Catechesis: Youth Confirmation has begun and adult confirmation instruction class began
Wednesday April 14th.
SMP Training: Included in “spring course” is an assignment to attend “Pastoral Care Seminar”.
My choice is Austin Texas from Tuesday August 24th to August 29th.
Worship Stats: Avg. March =60. Avg. Midweek =39. 1:00pm=23, 7:00pm=16.
Elders Report: Reviewed nominations for officers and the elders approved Vicar Rex’s trip to Austin TX.
Stewardship Report: Announced outdoor yard work party April 17th. Reviewed possibility of fellowship hour
following Sunday Service.

Property Report: It was suggested that Blythe Plumbing be called to fix toilets in the main women’s restroom.
Education Report: Preschool graduation is scheduled May 19th. Board of Education will meet to discuss the
possibility of Vacation Bible School.
Eleven children attended Sunday School on Palm Sunday. 13 Gift bags were given to children on
Easter Sunday.
Old Business: More exact estimate of insurance and retirement plan costs for Vicar Rex is being
requested for voters meeting.
Elders meeting and Council meeting in May respectively May 4th and May 13th.
Voters meeting is scheduled for May 23rd.
New Business: Council voted to establish petty cash account including debit card $500.00/mo.
Council voted to add (certain bill paying) to Tabatha’s job description and a 25 cent raise per
hour.
Vicar Rex closed with prayer
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St. Paul teaches us: “Let the one who is taught the word
share all good things with the one who teaches” (Gal. 6:6).
And again, he says: “Do you not know that those who are
employed in the temple service get their food from the
temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the
sacrificial offerings? In the same way, the Lord commanded
that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by
the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:13–14). In other words, ministers of the
Gospel are supported by the offerings of those who are
served by them.
And this is how the church lives even now. It is standard
practice. But this deserves closer examination. For it
instructs us not just that we are to give but also what we are
to give. And it does so with four little words: “In the same
way …”
St. Paul is building his case for supporting the preachers of
the Gospel with the sacrificial giving of individual members
on the example of the Old Testament people who supported
the Levites with their offerings and sacrifices. We’re to
support the Gospel ministry “in the same way.” But how did
the Old Testament people support the Levites?
Moses records this: “You shall tithe all the yield of your seed
that comes from the field year by year. And before the Lord
your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name
dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your
wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and
flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord your God
always” (Deut. 14:22–23). The Levites were supported by the
tithe, 10 percent of all the yearly yield of that which was
harvested.

and there are churches and ministries all around the world!
How could we support this new Gospel ministry with
anything less than the Israelites supported the Old
Testament ministry?
Of course, we are free to give more, for we have received
more than those in the Old Testament. We have received the
fullness of God’s revelation, the fullness of His salvation, and
the fulfillment of everything that God promised to do. For
we have received Christ, God’s own Son, in the flesh, who
took upon himself our sins and in exchange gave us his
righteousness. The Father claimed us as his own in Holy
Baptism. He gathers us together in the place where his name
dwells to feast on the first fruits of the resurrection, the risen
and living body and blood of His Son – our Lord Jesus. He
reminds us that we are His, that all things are ours because
we belong to Him. He blesses us here in time with physical
and spiritual gifts.
In the same way – and in response to His fatherly divine
goodness and mercy – we gladly give to those who proclaim
to us “the excellencies of him who called us out of darkness
and into his marvelous light.” For once we were not a
people, but now we are God’s people; once we had not
received mercy, but now we have indeed (1 Peter 2:9–10).
LCMS Stewardship Ministry-May 2021

Does that seem like a lot? Does it surprise you that St. Paul
instructs us that we are to support the New Testament
Gospel ministry “in the same way?” If it does, ask yourself: Is
the church’s job in the New Testament bigger or smaller than
the Levites’ job in the Old Testament? Back then, there was
one Temple, and the ministry was almost exclusively located
in one nation among the descendants of Abraham. In
Matthew 28, Jesus calls us to teach and baptize all nations,
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

01

02

03

9:15 am: Adult
Bible Study
10:30 am: Worship

04

05

06

6:30 pm: Elders

Bulletin Deadline

National Day
of Prayer

07

08

14

15

AIC: 6:30-8:00

09

10

11

9:15 am: Adult
Bible Study
10:30 am: Worship
& Communion

Mother’s Day

16

17

18

24

9:15 am: Adult
Bible Study
10:30 am: Worship
& Communion

30

13

Bulletin Deadline
Saltshaker
Deadline

6:30 pm: Council

AIC: 6:30-8:00

Last Day
T/Th Class
Preschool

19

20

21

22

27

28

29

Bulletin Deadline
Last Day
M/W/F Class
Preschool &
Graduation
AIC: 6:30-8:00

9:15 am: Adult
Bible Study
10:30 am: Worship

23

12

25

26

AIC: 6:30-8:00

31

9:15 am: Adult
Bible Study
10:30 am: Worship
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Assisting Us In Worship — May
Altar Care
Jamie Dupuis

05/04
05/08
05/25
05/25

06/02
06/04
06/10
06/12
06/17
06/17
06/19
06/28
06/28
06/28

Sherrie Hind
Val Mossman
Jamie Dupuis
Ron Willand

Rod Hanson
Corinne Thorsen
Patrick O’Connor
Alex Strong
Janet Baeder
Steven Potvin
Carl Olsen
Barb Abbe
Rachel Hahn
Irene Walton

May and June Anniversaries
06/07
06/14
06/20
06/27

UPDATE

June Birthdays

May Birthdays

Rod & NaDean Hanson
Roger & Helen Granger
Randy & Deanne Bowen
John & Lynnea Flarry

THE VOLUNTEER WORSHIP SCHEDULE (Fellowship
Hostesses, ushers, counters, etc.) will be postponed
until restrictions for such activities are lifted by the
governor.

Our Lord continues to walk with us daily through this
unprecedented time and we give thanks for His
promise to never leave us or forsake us. This we
take comfort in, as He teaches us patience in waiting
upon Him.
In is time, we look forward to the opportunity to use
our gifts of hospitality/serving once again. Should
you have any questions, please contact Dee for
Hostesses and Tabatha for the others.

As the angels sing heavenly praises for our God above,
As the dawn touches the Earth with its soft rays,
As another chapter of your life starts anew,
I wish that God will grant you your heart’s greatest desire
And your presence endows peace to others
as refreshing as the morning dew.
Have a blessed and wonderful birthday or anniversary!

—————————————————
Note: If your birthday or wedding anniversary is not
listed on this page or if it is incorrect, please contact the
church office so we can make the correction.

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his
mercies never come to an end; they are new every
morning; great is Thy faithfulness.” Lam. 3:22-23

May 02
May 09
May 16
May 23
May 30

ELDER
Les Anderson
Patrick O’Connor
Ross Abbe
Les Anderson
Patrick O’Connor

LAY READER
Corinne Thorsen
Rex Watt
Sally Pinski
Rex Watt
Ross Abbe

Shut-ins: Virginia Blackmore, Ken Hindman

Elder Care List
A—Gra:
H—Lu:

Les Anderson
Ross Abbe

M—Sch: Kari Marttila
Sm—Wri: Patrick O’Connor

360.739.9517
360.908.2545 (c)
360. 734.9088
360.318.5298
515.707.3928
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PLEASE NOTE: THE EVENTS BELOW MAY ALL CHANGE AS NEW DEVELOPMENTS ARE
ANNOUNCED REGARDING THE CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) UPDATES…
TITHE ENVELOPES — Thank you for your continued tithe offerings. Just a reminder to write
out Redeemer Lutheran Church on your check. Thank you.

You may continue to drop off your tithe envelopes to the secure Prayer Box.
SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY MEETS AT 9:15 am: "A Longer Look at the Lessons: A Study of the
Weekly Pericopes”, led by Larry Schell.

DEVOTIONALS: “Our Daily Bread” for Mar.-May and “Portals of Prayer” for Apr. - June are available at the
bulletin table and the mailbox table.

ALTAR GUILD HELP NEEDED: We could use a few more ladies (or gentlemen) from the church who would
like to volunteer for this ministry. For more information contact Lynnata M.

2021 ALTAR FLOWERS SIGN-UP SHEET is posted on the bulletin board by the office. This is an
opportunity for you to have flowers placed on the altar in honor of a birthday, anniversary, memory, etc. If
you would like to place flowers on the alter for a special occasion, please place your name and phone number
on the line corresponding with the date on the alter flower sign-up sheet. If you would like Lynnata to
purchase flowers for you, please contact her - 360-318-5298.

TUNE INTO THE LUTHERAN HOUR: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler, Lutheran Hour Speaker, gives a sermon
each Sunday. The program also features hymns and reflections on the texts.
Online: www.kfuo.org
Radio: 550AM KARI 11:30 am

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER: May 6, 2021 As we did last year, we will again be having this event via
email. Lynnata will be sending out hourly prayer requests from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. - if you are not currently
on the prayer chain and would like to participate, please get Lynnata your e-mail address (or leave it in her
box).

VOTERS MEETING: Sunday May 23rd following the morning service. Officer elections will be taking place.
Several officer and board positions are available. If you are interested in becoming involved in a leadership
role here at Redeemer please contact Vicar Watt.

FELLOWSHIP UPDATE: Fellowship following Sunday morning service has returned! Because Covid
restrictions remain in place it looks a bit different, but we are rejoicing in the opportunity to have fellowship
with one another once again. At this time, we will not have a formal hostess schedule due to fluctuating
Covid restrictions. If anyone is interested in hosting a Sunday fellowship while under Phase 3 guidelines,
please contact Barb or Dee.
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Sunday School Newsletter
Hello Sunday School Families!
We have a couple more Sundays that we will have Sunday School. We will take July and August off. I
hope to have Sunday School more often starting in the Fall. If any of you are interested in teaching a
Sunday School class please let me know! Jesus loves the little children!
Blessings,
Heidi

The Yellow Violet
William Cullen Bryant
When beechen buds begin to swell,
And woods the blue-bird’s warble know,
The yellow violets modest bell
Peeps from the last year’s leaves below.

Oft, in the sunless April day,
Thy early smile has stayed my walk,
But midst the gorgeous blooms of May,
I passed thee on thy humble stalk.

Please
join
usgreen
in welcoming
the Redeemer family!
Ere russet
fields
their
resume, new membersSotothey,
who climb to wealth forget
Sweet flower, I love, in forest bare,
The friends in darker fortunes tries.
To meet thee, when thy faint perfume
I copied them– but I regret
Alone is in the virgin air.
That I should ape the ways of pride.
Of all her train, the hands of Spring
First plant thee in the watery mould,
And I have seen thee blossoming
Beside the snow-bank’s edges cold.

And when again the genial hour
Awakes the painted tribes of light,
I’ll not o’erlook the modest flower
That made the woods of April bright.

Thy parent sun who bade thee view
Pale skies, and chilling moisture sip,
Has bathed thee in his own bright hue,
And streaked with jet thy glowing lip.
Yet slight thy form, and low thy seat,
Weearthward
joyfullybent
welcome
these
And
thy gentle
eye, new members into our church by letter of
“God is in all creatures, even in the smallest flower.”
Unapt theItpassing
view to meet,
transfer.
is a blessing
to have you join our community.
May God bless
Martin Luther
When loftier flowers are flaunting
nigh.
you as we walk together in Christ!
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Redeemer Lutheran Preschool
858 W. Smith Road
Bellingham, WA 98226
Dear Redeemer,
Our preschool year is ending! I am so thankful we were able to have in person preschool. Despite many things
being different or not able to be done we had an amazing year!
We were able to enjoy many bible stories, chapel, learning letters/numbers/colors/shapes, crafts, activities and
playing with preschool friends! We will be enjoying Dads, Donuts & a Devotion, Mother’s Day Tea, bike day and
the preschool graduation celebration on Wednesday, May 19th at 7pm for those students going into
kindergarten next year! I am looking forward to spending some nice sunny days enjoying God’s beautiful
creations outside with the children!
Thank you to all of you who have donated and contributed to our preschool this year. We couldn’t be successful
and blessed without you all. The prayers throughout the year are always appreciated. God has truly blessed me
in this position He has given me. Thank you!
I hope you all have a warm, healthy, and blessed summer!
With Love,
Heidi

Preschool registration forms are posted on our website. If you prefer, you may call the office and they will
e-mail or mail you one.
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Yard Work Party
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Thank you to all who came out
to do some spring clean up
and yard work at Redeemer.
Your hard work is appreciated.
Thank you for keeping the
grounds at Redeemer
beautiful!
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Lutheran’s For Life Quote: May 9
“Little though you can see it now, God intends to do wonderful things with
you. If He is taking it slowly, that’s no surprise; He did it the first time, too.
Nothing the devil can do will stop the Lord from finishing His work in you.
After all, He has already laid down His life to make you His own.”

Dr. Kari Vo, Lutheran Hour Ministries – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life •
lutheransforlife.org

Stay connected to the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
IF YOU WANT HELP UNDERSTANDING the world from a Lutheran perspective:
The Lutheran Witness (lcms.org/witness)
IF YOU LIKE HEARING directly from the president and other members of the president’s office: Witness,
Mercy, Life Together blog (wmltblog.org)

IF YOU WANT TO CONNECT with other LCMS Lutherans: LCMS Facebook
Twitter (!thelcms), Instagram (thelcms) and Periscope

(facebook.com/thelcms),

IF YOU WANT TO HEAR from LCMS leadership: Leader blog (blogs.lcms.org, category/
leader-blog)
IF YOU’RE SEARCHING for stories of the Church in action:
Lutherans Engage the World (lcms.org/lutheransengage)
IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR NEWS: Reporter (blogs.lcms.org/reporter)
IF YOU CAN’T GET ENOUGH of all things mission:
Journal of Lutheran Mission (lcms.org/journaloflutheranmission)
IF YOU WANT IT ALL: LCMS News and Publications (blogs.lcms.org)

Free Cards

Share God’s Word by Using Free Gideon Cards
How would you like to extend the missionary outreach of our church to some 200
countries around the world? You are encouraged to use Gideon cards to send the
Word and Change a Life!
Every time you send a Gideon card, your donation for Bibles will send God’s
Word to someone who desperately needs it—perhaps in your own neighborhood or somewhere else around the world.
Gideon cards can be given in the memory of someone special (sympathy
cards) or for any special occasion, and that’s a life-changing difference!
Check out the display of free Gideon cards in our church. Where are they?
They are on the wooden shelf at the back wall in the fellowship room. Help
yourself. Then, let these cards acknowledge your gift in memory or in honor of
someone, and provide Bibles, helping fulfill the Great Commission. Thank you for
sharing God’s Word around the world.
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