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From the Vicar’s Pen
The Week that Changed Everything
The following thoughts were inspired from a devotional I read from Rev. Dr. Mike Gibson, President of
the Pacific Southwest District of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, our Southern West Coast
brethren.
Pastor Wildermuth, this past Sunday, mentioned that we are, with Palm Sunday, entering Holy Week.
It’s a week that begins with celebration as Jesus rides into Jerusalem amidst the praises of the people
shouting “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the kingdom of our father
David that is coming! Hosanna in the highest!” (Mark 11:9-10). As the week closes out, the cries turn
dark, “Crucify him” (Mark 15:14). It was a week that changed everything.
From the moment that Adam and Eve sinned and plunged the entire creation under the curse of the Fall,
God had a plan to restore it all. In Genesis 3:15 we read, “I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your seed and her seed; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” God
promised a deliverer. For centuries God’s people of the Old Testament waited. Then, “when the time had
fully come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under
the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons” (Galatians 4:4-5).
When Jesus rode into Jerusalem that first Palm Sunday, the people thought he was going to establish his
kingdom and throw those pesky Romans out on their ears. It was the common belief of the time as to
what the Messiah was coming to do. But Messiah Jesus did not come to do what people thought he
should do; he came to do his Father’s will. Rather than raise arms to throw out the Romans, he raised
his own arms on the cross. Rather than free his people from their subjection to Roman rule, he freed
them (and us) from the tyrannical subjection to sin.

It was all part of God’s plan from the foundation of the world (1 Peter 1:20). Messiah Jesus, the only Son
of the Creator, would go to the cross as the once and for all substitute, and do for us what we could never
do for ourselves. He who knew no sin became sin so we could become righteous before God. He paid the
price and satisfied the Creator’s requirements for redemption. On that cross sin was forgiven and the
curse of the Fall was broken. But God’s work for you and me didn’t end there. From an empty tomb
three days later came the shout that death, sin’s ultimate outcome, had been overcome. Because Jesus
lives, you also shall live! Your Baptism guarantees it (Romans 6:5).
Yes, that week in Jerusalem changed everything. God fulfilled his promises to Adam and Eve, the
patriarchs, the prophets, and all God’s people. Every Sunday as we gather to worship, we reenact the
events of that week. We sing songs and hymns of praise as we gather, we hear the words of our Lord as if
he were speaking them to us, we receive his very body and blood that he instituted on the first Maundy
Thursday, we see him on the Good Friday cross bearing the sins of the world, we hear his words of
absolution, “Father, forgive them” (Luke 23:34), and we proclaim that he rose from the dead. Every
Sunday is a little Holy Week rolled into one. Every Sunday is a little Easter. It changes everything. It
changes you!
See you in church…
Vicar Rex E. Watt
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Submitted by Ross Abbe
Church Council Briefs from, March 11, 2021
By Ross Abbe

Vicar Rex opened the meeting with prayer.
Treasurers Report: Income through February was above the expenses.
Vicar’s Report: Visitations: Made phone contacts with members and one home communion.
Bible Studies: Larry Schell leads Sunday morning Bible study Finishing” Paul” and is returning to scheduled Pericope studies.
Catechesis: Jaxon Kuljis on Tuesday mornings and beginning after Easter, Wednesday
night adult studies. Please call Vicar Rex if you want to attend.
SMP Training: Starting new course “Teaching the Faith”.
Worship Status: February average 44 people per Sunday. Average general offering
$3594.00. Lenten Services average 17 people $239.00 offering.
Elders Report: New officer nominees needed by next meeting.
Communion service on Easter Sunday – Pastor Mossman
Elders agreed to provide (welcome card & token gift i.e. book) for new members.
Planning to reactivate counters on Sunday mornings.
Stewardship Report: Attempting to have an Indoor Spring Cleaning on March 27 th. Job cards will be
available for various tasks that need attention.
Property Report: Light bulbs replaced in Sanctuary. Planning for yard work party April 17 th.
Education Report: Heidi Kuljis said “all is going well”. 2 preschool students enrolled for 2021-2022.
Old Business: Premium cost figures for Disability & Retirement program for Vicar Rex are to be
obtained from Concordia.
New Business: Ricoh copy machine lease expires March 31st. Option to buy discussed and
decision to renew lease was decided.
Amazon Smile for charitable contribution participation. Council agreed for
Redeemer Church to participate.
Vicar Rex offered to investigate Church Mutual free “sensor kit”.
Council agreed to purchase an ergonomic chair for Vicar Rex.
Rex closed with prayer
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Our Father in heaven sent His Son, Jesus, to be our Savior.
His atoning sacrifice is the first fruits of all the dead, a
pleasing aroma to His Father, so that His perfect life and
death count for all who believe in Him. He claimed us as His
own children in Holy Baptism. He sustains and strengthens
our faith with His Holy Word and His Body and Blood.
As new creatures, who have put on Christ, we bear good
fruit. We do the good works prepared for us, which He
makes known to us in His Word. By faith then, trusting in the
Word of God, we do what he says because He does not lie
and always keeps His promises. For “without faith it is
impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to
him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those
who earnestly seek him” (Heb. 11:6).
And so the Lord promises: “Honor the Lord with your wealth
and with the first fruits of all your produce; then your barns
will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with
wine” (Prov. 3:9-10). How do we honor the Lord with the
wealth that God has given us in His generosity? By giving
generously to those whom the Lord has called us to love and
support your family, your society, and your church. And His
promise is that, in so doing, you will never lack.
A common counterpoint is: “But that’s from the Old
Testament!” Our Lord Jesus Himself gives us similar promises
in the New Testament. He says, at the conclusion of the
parable of the talents: “For to everyone who has will more
be given, and he will have an abundance” (Matt. 25:29).
And then at the end of the parable of the dishonest
manager, he says: “One who is faithful in a very little is also
faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is
also dishonest in much. If then you have not been faithful in
the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true
riches? And if you have not been faithful in that which is
another’s, who will give you that which is your own? No
servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and money” (Luke
16:10–13).

And in His sermon on the mount, he says: “Do not lay up for
yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy
and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matt.
6:19–21).
We have become conditioned against these promises
because of their misuse by the peddlers of the prosperity
gospel – the guys on TV who say you get rich by putting God
in your debt. And thus, we miss out on the fact that God
does reward temporal faithfulness in temporal matters with
temporal blessings. It’s no quid pro quo. It’s all from God’s
grace and His fatherly divine goodness and mercy. But those
Bible passages do in fact say what they say! It’s not the Old
Testament’s problem. It’s ours. It is almost as if we have
become so jaded against this that we think it a virtue to be
stingy with our offerings.
But our Father in heaven still loves to bless those who bless
others. He loves to give to those who give freely and
generously. In fact, he challenges us to challenge Him: “Bring
the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in
my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of
hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and
pour down for you a blessing until there is no more

need” (Mal. 3:10).
And so, while we don’t give so that we would get, we
do receive from the Lord in order to give, and He will
bless your giving with more receiving. As St. Paul wrote
in Rom. 8:32: “He who did not spare his own Son but
gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him
graciously give us all things?”
LCMS Stewardship Ministry-April 2021
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

01

Friday

02

Saturday

03

Maundy Thursday Good Friday
Service
Service
1 & 7 pm
1 & 7 pm

04

Easter

05

06

07

08

09

10

16

17

Bulletin Deadline

9:15 am: Adult
Bible Study
10:30 am: Worship
& Communion

6:30 pm: Elders

6:30 pm: Council

Preschool Spring Break

11

12

13

18

19

20

15

21

Outdoor Yard
Work Party
10 am—1 pm

22

23

29

30

24

Bulletin Deadline

9:15 am: Adult
Bible Study
10:30 am: Worship

25

14
Bulletin Deadline
Saltshaker
Deadline

9:15 am: Adult
Bible Study
10:30 am: Worship
& Communion

26

27

28

9:15 am: Adult
Bible Study
10:30 am: Worship
& Communion
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Assisting Us In Worship — April
Altar Care
Lynnata Martilla

04/06
04/07
04/08
04/12
04/12
04/13
04/16
04/21
04/23

Jake Potvin
NaDean Hanson
Lisa Montgomery
Reece Kuljis
Dylan Watt
Deanna Watt
Patrick Heaviside
Kelsey Heaviside
Lynnea Flarry

UPDATE

May Birthdays

April Birthdays
05/04
05/08
05/25
05/25

Sherrie Hind
Val Mossman
Jamie Dupuis
Ron Willand

THE VOLUNTEER WORSHIP SCHEDULE (Fellowship
Hostesses, ushers, counters, etc.) will be postponed
until restrictions for such activities are lifted by the
governor.

Our Lord continues to walk with us daily through this
unprecedented time and we give thanks for His
promise to never leave us or forsake us. This we
take comfort in, as He teaches us patience in waiting
upon Him.

April Anniversaries
04/13 Richard & Pamela Hallmark
As the angels sing heavenly praises for our God above,
As the dawn touches the Earth with its soft rays,
As another chapter of your life starts anew,
I wish that God will grant you your heart’s greatest desire
And your presence endows peace to others
as refreshing as the morning dew.
Have a blessed and wonderful birthday or anniversary!

—————————————————
Note: If your birthday or wedding anniversary is not
listed on this page or if it is incorrect, please contact the
church office so we can make the correction.
Shut-ins: Virginia Blackmore, Ken Hindman

In is time, we look forward to the opportunity to use
our gifts of hospitality/serving once again. Should
you have any questions, please contact Dee for
Hostesses and Tabatha for the others.
“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his
mercies never come to an end; they are new every
morning; great is Thy faithfulness.” Lam. 3:22-23

Apr. 04
Apr. 11
Apr. 18
Apr. 25

ELDER
Ross Abbe
Les Anderson
Patrick O’Connor
Ross Abbe

LAY READER
Ross Abbe
Rex Watt
Sally Pinski
Rex Watt

A Special Thank you

Elder Care List
A—Gra:
H—Lu:

Les Anderson
Ross Abbe

M—Sch: Kari Marttila
Sm—Wri: Patrick O’Connor

360.739.9517
360.908.2545 (c)
360. 734.9088
360.318.5298
515.707.3928

Thanks and praise for our special music each Sunday. Thanks to Annie, Corinne Thorsen and Ross
Abbe. No wonder they blend so well. They enjoy
singing and are family, again in this way as well.
Dee Watt always blends her music in so well to
the voices. So thank you for gracing our services.
You are very much appreciated!
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PLEASE NOTE: THE EVENTS BELOW MAY ALL CHANGE AS NEW DEVELOPMENTS ARE
ANNOUNCED REGARDING THE CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) UPDATES…
TITHE ENVELOPES — Thank you for your continued tithe offerings. Just a reminder to write
out Redeemer Lutheran Church on your check. Thank you.
You may continue to drop off your tithe envelopes to the secure Prayer Box.
SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY MEETS AT 9:15 am: "A Longer Look at the Lessons: A Study of the
Weekly Pericopes”, led by Larry Schell.
DEVOTIONALS: “Our Daily Bread” for Mar.-May and “Portals of Prayer” for Apr.—June are available at the
bulletin table and the mailbox table.
ALTAR GUILD HELP NEEDED: We could use a few more ladies (or gentlemen) from the church who would like
to volunteer for this ministry. For more information contact Lynnata M.
2021 ALTAR FLOWERS SIGN-UP SHEET is posted on the bulletin board by the office. This is an opportunity
for you to have flowers placed on the altar in honor of a birthday, anniversary, memory, etc. If you would like
to place flowers on the alter for a special occasion, please place your name and phone number on the line
corresponding with the date on the alter flower sign-up sheet. If you would like Lynnata to purchase flowers
for you, please contact her - 360-318-5298.
TUNE INTO THE LUTHERAN HOUR: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler, Lutheran Hour Speaker, gives a sermon each
Sunday. The program also features hymns and reflections on the texts.
Online: www.kfuo.org
Radio: 550AM KARI 11:30 am
OUTDOOR CLEAN UP: April 17th 10:00am - 1:00pm We will be having an outdoor yard work party!
SOUNDBOARD ASSISTANT NEEDED: We are looking for someone to help operate the soundboard on Sunday
mornings. Please contact Kari or Vicar Watt if you are interested
Adult Information Class coming soon! Beginning Wednesday, April 14th at 6:30 – 8:00pm, Vicar Watt will be
offering an Adult Information Class for anyone who wishes to explore what we, as Lutheran Christians believe,
teach, and confess. This course is for those desiring to become members of Redeemer; or those members
wishing to refresh their faith; or those just wanting to know what Lutheran Christians believe. Materials will
be provided. For those desiring to attend, please call the office and let us know so that we may have an
appropriate amount of class materials on hand.
Women’s Ministry: Thank you for the 200 pounds of food for the Ferndale Food Bank January and February
and March thus far.
The Light House Mission is once again collecting new socks for street people as well as new underwear.
In a few months they will also restart their Street Shower Ministry and you may bring gently used towels and
any personal hygiene items for this ministry.
Any old prescription glasses or sunglasses my be put in the Lion Club white box for their Eye Glass recycling
Program .
Thank you and may God meet your needs as you serve the community.
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Sunday School Newsletter

Hello Sunday School Families!
We had eleven children at Sunday School last month! It was amazing! We talked about the
Easter story and did a craft for Holy week! Still on planning on Sunday School on the last
Sunday of each month! I will have Sunday School packets out by the bulletin/offering table
on the other Sundays if your child would like one! Happy Easter!
Love,
Heidi

Ple

We joywelthese

ase

fully
come
new
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Redeemer Lutheran Preschool
858 W. Smith Road
Bellingham, WA 98226
Dear Redeemer,
He is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! I hope you all have a blessed Easter. We have had fun celebrating Jesus dying
on the cross and rising from the dead to save us from our sins. We have been talking about the bible stories,
making art projects and baking to tell the Easter story!
I can’t believe we only have a month and a half left of preschool. I love the spring time so we can be outdoors,
go on nature hunts, make fun spring crafts, and get ready for kindergarten!
May you all be enjoying the sunshine, staying healthy, and rejoicing in the rising of Jesus so we can be forgiven
and go to live with Him one day!
As I am reminded of God’s beauty and how He has blessed me being able to teach His children about Him I walk
into preschool and see the daffodils blooming that Al planted. A remembrance of a man that truly gave his all to
the preschool for many, many years and someone I admired and respected very much!
Easter blessings,
Heidi

Clorox wipes (LOTS)
Hobby Lobby Gift Cards
Dollar Tree Gift Cards

Lysol Disinfectant Spray
Michaels Gift Cards

Preschool registration forms are posted on our website. If you prefer, you may call the office and they will
e-mail or mail you one.
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Spring Cleaning Day
at Redeemer
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A special thank you to Carl & Mary Ann Olsen, Bill &
Janet Baeder, Rowan Hogle, Val Mossman, Ross &
Barb Abbe, and Heidi Kuljis for coming out to do
some spring cleaning. Your time and effort are very
much appreciated!
Thank you!
Vicar Rex & Dee Watt
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Lenten & Holy Week Calendar
Holy Week
Thursday April 01 -

Maundy Thursday Communion
1 & 7 pm: Worship Service

Friday April 02 - Good Friday 1 & 7 pm: Worship Service
Sunday, April 04 - Easter Sunday 10:30 am:

Worship Service with Communion

The Wondrous Cross
When I survey the wondrous cross,
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.
Forbid it, Lord! that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ, my God;
All the vain things that charm me most
I sacrifice them to His blood.
See from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down;
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?
His dying crimson, like a robe,
Spreads o’er His body on the tree;
Then I am dead to all the globe,
And all the globe is dead to me.
Isaac Watts

12

13

Lutherans For Life Quote: April 4
“As we gather this Easter just with our household, or perhaps all alone, we will
undoubtedly miss some of the traditions that we have embraced over the years. Do not
lament the loss of what does not last. Rather, embrace the enduring message that ‘He is
risen! He is risen indeed!’ It changes everything!”
Rev. Robert Fleischmann, Christian Life Resources – A Life Quote from Lutherans For
Life • lutheransforlife.org

Stay connected to the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
IF YOU WANT HELP UNDERSTANDING the world from a Lutheran perspective:
The Lutheran Witness (lcms.org/witness)
IF YOU LIKE HEARING directly from the president and other members of the president’s office: Witness,
Mercy, Life Together blog (wmltblog.org)

IF YOU WANT TO CONNECT with other LCMS Lutherans: LCMS Facebook
Twitter (!thelcms), Instagram (thelcms) and Periscope

(facebook.com/thelcms),

IF YOU WANT TO HEAR from LCMS leadership: Leader blog (blogs.lcms.org, category/
leader-blog)
IF YOU’RE SEARCHING for stories of the Church in action:
Lutherans Engage the World (lcms.org/lutheransengage)
IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR NEWS: Reporter (blogs.lcms.org/reporter)
IF YOU CAN’T GET ENOUGH of all things mission:
Journal of Lutheran Mission (lcms.org/journaloflutheranmission)
IF YOU WANT IT ALL: LCMS News and Publications (blogs.lcms.org)

Free Cards

Share God’s Word by Using Free Gideon Cards
How would you like to extend the missionary outreach of our church to some 200
countries around the world? You are encouraged to use Gideon cards to send the
Word and Change a Life!
Every time you send a Gideon card, your donation for Bibles will send God’s
Word to someone who desperately needs it—perhaps in your own neighborhood or somewhere else around the world.
Gideon cards can be given in the memory of someone special (sympathy
cards) or for any special occasion, and that’s a life-changing difference!
Check out the display of free Gideon cards in our church. Where are they?
They are on the wooden shelf at the back wall in the fellowship room. Help
yourself. Then, let these cards acknowledge your gift in memory or in honor of
someone, and provide Bibles, helping fulfill the Great Commission. Thank you for
sharing God’s Word around the world.
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