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From the Vicar’s Pen
It has been a month, today. As I write this on April 23, it’s been a full month since
Governor Inslee issued the “Stay Home, Stay Healthy” order. As I have been making
phone calls to church members to check in and see how they are doing, as of this
moment, it does not appear that anyone within our little congregation is personally
dealing with Covid-19. God be praised for His mercy.

I do not know about you, but I don’t think I would have made a very good Israelite. We’ve
only been at this a month and I’m ready to say, “Enough already! Let’s get back to
normal!” The Israelites took at least 45 days after the Exodus before they started to
grumble against Moses (Ex 16:1-2). And grumble they continued to do for 40 years. And
yet, all during those 40 years, God took care of His people (Deut. 29:5). He not only took
care of them; He kept His promise and brought them into His Promised Land. God will
also take care of you. And you have something better than a land flowing with milk and
honey. You have an inheritance that is “imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in
heaven for you, who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready
to be revealed in the last time” (1 Pet 3:4-5).
Whatever trial and tribulations this world throws at us are nothing compared to the
future God has prepared for us (1 Cor 2:9). These momentary afflictions don’t hold a
candle to the glories yet to be revealed (2 Cor 4:17-18). Dear Saints of Redeemer, keep
your eyes fixed on Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of your faith, who endured the cross
for us (Heb 12:2) and will be with us unto the end of the age (Matt 28:20). You are not
alone.
Gracious Father in heaven, your Son taught us to be anxious about nothing and to let the
day’s cares be sufficient for the day. These days have been hard and full of anxiety. Still
our minds and hearts, we pray. Grant us nights of restful sleep and refreshment. Watch
over us, our families, our neighbors, our communities, our nation, and all the nations of
the world. Preserve us from discord and strife. Endow our leaders with wisdom and
sound judgment. Protect us from every evil of body and soul. And remind us of your ever
good and gracious will to save and to bless. As you have reconciled the world and all
things to yourself in the death of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, so grant to us all a
measure of your peace. For your Name’s sake, we pray. Amen.
See you in church (someday soon…)
Vicar Rex E. Watt
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Submitted by Ross Abbe
COVID-19 UPDATE
As this newsletter went to press, the State of Washington was under a “Stay Home, Stay Healthy” order that is
in effect at least through May 4. The governor has indicated that this order may well be extended, and that
when lifted, it will probably be in stages as recommended by public health officials. Redeemer Lutheran Church
will continue to adjust its services and outreach in compliance with public health guidelines. As this situation
evolves, the Board of Elders will determine how and when our schedule will resume. Please watch your email
for updates. If you do not have email, we will send you a letter or postcard to notify you of any significant
developments.

Below is a list of online/streaming and/or services that are recommended for you during this time of
separation.
Messiah Lutheran Church, Marysville, WA
Pastor Kurt Onken, our Circuit Visitor for the Mount Baker Circuit. Pastor Onken is providing Matins live
streamed at 10:45 am on Sundays. You can also go to the link and watch previously recorded services.
http://www.messiah-lcms.org/
There is a link at the bottom right of the home page for “Live streaming & videos”
Messiah Lutheran Church, Seattle, WA
Pastor Trevor Mankin is providing Divine Service 3 (without Holy Communion) live streamed at 8:00 am
Sunday’s and Vespers at 7:00 pm Wednesday’s for Lent. You can even download a full worship bulletin as you
watch/listen.
https://www.messiahseattle.org/media/live-stream
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Spokane, WA
Pastor Mike Von Behren also serves as the third vice-president of the Northwest District. His sermons are
available at the link below.
https://www.holycrosslcms.net/sermons-video
The Lutheran Hour
Dr. Michael Zeigler hosts the flagship program for Lutheran Hour Ministries which has been broadcasting since
1930. A wealth of devotional materials can be found at:
https://www.lutheranhour.org/
KFUO Radio
The radio station of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod this resource has an absolute wealth of programming.
Highly recommended. KFUO Radio, a media ministry extension of LCMS congregations, shares Christ for you
anytime, anywhere on KFUO.org via worship services, Bible and theology studies, practical talk programs, and
sacred music. You can find programs on demand at kfuo.org and wherever you get your podcasts! Find us on
social: @KFUOradio on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.
https://www.kfuo.org/
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Our Savior calls us to follow Him in generosity. “For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have
done to you.” (John 13:15) We cannot give our lives for the salvation of the world, of course. Praise God – that job’s
already done!

But with hearts full of thanksgiving for what Jesus has given us, we can follow Jesus’ example of generous giving. And this
is not merely an example alone. It’s also our Lord’s command. “The one who contributes, (let him give) in
generosity.” (Rom. 12:8)
So, when we give to help others who are in need, and when we bring offerings to the Lord, we should strive to heed His
command and follow the pattern He has established for us. Jesus did not give us leftovers. He gave His best. So, we
should not give leftovers, either, but the first and best of what He has given us. Jesus did not give as an afterthought, but
according to the plan of salvation God established from the foundation of the world.
So, when it comes to our offerings to the Lord, we should make a thoughtful plan to give generously, in proportion to the
way He has blessed us. Like the Macedonian Christians, who gave according to their ability – and even beyond their
ability (2 Cor. 8:3) – we can and should give a generous portion of the income that God provides us to honor the Lord.
So also, we should give freely, just as Jesus gave freely for us. There is no compulsion involved in our works of love and
our offerings to the Lord. Nor do we give grudgingly. We should give freely and cheerfully because we want to out of
thanksgiving. “Each as he purposes in his heart,” as the Lord says. (2 Cor. 9:7) There is no New Testament ceremonial law
involved here. Rather, we are free to give as generously as our Savior has given for us.
In the same way, our Lord teaches us to give generously out of love – love for Him and for our neighbor. Genuine love is
always love in deed (1 John 3:18), love such as Jesus showed us all. It is love that sees our neighbor in need and gives
generously to help him. It is love that hears the Word of the Lord and does what it says. If we truly love, we give
generously. If we give without love, our giving is not truly following Jesus.
Finally, we follow Jesus in generosity when we give for a good purpose to thank the Lord and support His gospel ministry
and other works of mercy. The people of Israel gave generously for the service of God’s gospel purposes, to construct and
support the operation of the tabernacle. For that was the place where the Lord received the Old Testament sacrifices,
through which He bestowed the forgiveness of sins on His people. So, they gave abundantly – so abundantly that they
had to be told to stop giving. (Ex. 36:5-6)
In the same way, we should bring generous offerings to support the Lord’s work of bestowing His gifts of forgiveness, life,
and salvation in our congregations through the preaching and teaching of His Word, Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper. We
should support the Lord’s work of caring for those who are poor and needy.
Our Savior calls us to follow His example in generous giving. Let us then, with thankful hearts, rededicate ourselves to
following Him in generosity.
From LCMS Stewardship
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Coronavirus (Covid-19) Updates for Redeemer




Preschool is closed until further notice.
All activities at Redeemer Lutheran Church have been suspended until further notice.
The office (Tara) is on limited office hours until further notice.

Below is a list of online/streaming and/or services that are recommended for you during this
time of separation.
Messiah Lutheran Church, Marysville, WA
Pastor Kurt Onken, our Circuit Visitor for the Mount Baker Circuit. Pastor Onken is providing Matins live
streamed at 10:45 am on Sundays. You can also go to the link and watch previously recorded services.
http://www.messiah-lcms.org/
There is a link at the bottom right of the home page for “Live streaming & videos”
Messiah Lutheran Church, Seattle, WA
Pastor Trevor Mankin is providing Divine Service 3 (without Holy Communion) live streamed at 8:00 am Sunday’s and Vespers at 7:00 pm Wednesday’s for Lent. You can even download a full worship bulletin as you
watch/listen.
https://www.messiahseattle.org/media/live-stream
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Spokane, WA
Pastor Mike Von Behren also serves as the third vice-president of the Northwest District. His sermons are
available at the link below.
https://www.holycrosslcms.net/sermons-video
The Lutheran Hour
Dr. Michael Zeigler hosts the flagship program for Lutheran Hour Ministries which has been broadcasting
since 1930. A wealth of devotional materials can be found at:
https://www.lutheranhour.org/
KFUO Radio
The radio station of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod this resource has an absolute wealth of programming. Highly recommended.
https://www.kfuo.org/
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Assisting Us In Worship — MAY
Altar Care
Val Mossman
10:30 am Worship Service
May Birthdays
05/04
05/08
05/10
05/11
05/25
05/25

Sherie Cobb
Val Mossman
Samantha Haugen
Alex Haugen
Ron Willand
Jamie Dupuis

June Birthdays
06/04
06/10
06/12
06/17
06/28
06/28
06/28

Corinne Thorsen
Patrick O’Connor
Alex Strong
Steve Potvin
Irene Walton
Rachel Hahn
Barb Abbe

May & June Anniversaries
06/14 Roger & Helen Granger — 60th anniversary
06/20 Randy & Deanne Bowen
06/27 John & Lynnea Flarry
As the angels sing heavenly praises for our God above,
As the dawn touches the Earth with its soft rays,
As another chapter of your life starts anew,
I wish that God will grant you your heart’s greatest desire
And your presence endows peace to others
as refreshing as the morning dew.
Have a blessed and wonderful birthday or anniversary!

—————————————————
Note: If your birthday or wedding anniversary is not
listed on this page or if it is incorrect, please contact the
church office so we can make the correction.
Shut-ins: Virginia Blackmore, Ken Hindman

Elder Care List
A—Gra:
H—Lu:

Ross Abbe

M—Sch: Kari Marttila
Sm—Wri: Patrick O’Connor

(c) 360.908.2545
360. 734.9088
360.318.5298
515.707.3928

May 03
Usher:
Reader:
Counters:
Coffee Hostess:
Sound:
Nursery:
Elder on Duty:
Children’s Worship:
May 10
Usher:
Reader:
Counters:
Coffee Hostess:
Sound:
Nursery:
Elder on Duty:
Children’s Worship:
May 17
Usher:
Reader:
Counters:
Coffee Hostess:
Sound:
Nursery:
Elder on Duty:
Children’s Worship:
May 24
Usher:
Reader:
Counters:
Coffee Hostess:
Sound:
Nursery:
Elder on Duty:
Children’s Worship:
May 31
Usher:
Reader:
Counters:
Coffee Hostess:
Sound:
Nursery:
Elder on Duty:
Children’s Worship:

Roger Granger
Joe Dupuis
Cheryl K. / Annie T.
Barb A. / Deanne B.
???
Parental Supervision

Patrick Heaviside
Rex Watt
Linda R. / Kari M.
Dee W. / Joy A.
Dylan Watt
Parental Supervision

Louie Kuljis
Sally Pinski
Barb A. / Peggy H.
Marianne G. / Sally P.
???
Parental Supervision

Roger Granger
Rex Watt
Ron W. / Kelsey H.
Cheryl K. / Jamie D.
Dylan Watt
Parental Supervision

Patrick Heaviside
Ross Abbe
Barb A. / Micah P.
5th Sunday Potluck
???
Parental Supervision
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PLEASE NOTE: THE EVENTS BELOW MAY ALL CHANGE AS NEW DEVELOPMENTS ARE
ANNOUNCED REGARDING THE CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) UPDATES…
TITHE ENVELOPES — Thank you for your continued tithe offerings. I would like to ask
you to write out Redeemer Lutheran Church on your check. Thank you.
ALTAR GUILD HELP NEEDED: We could use a few more ladies (or gentlemen) from the church
who would like to volunteer for this ministry. For more information contact Lynnata M.
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER – May 7th – The National Day of Prayer is an annual day of
observance held on the first Thursday of May, designated by the United States Congress, when
people are asked "to turn to God in prayer and meditation". Some areas you can pray for are:
Our leaders, Military, Churches, Family, Ministry Organizations, Imprisoned & persecuted,
Mass Media and whatever else you feel lead to pray for.
MONDAY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: Valerie will contact women regarding a start up date for
bible study when restrictions lift.
2020 ALTAR FLOWERS SIGN-UP SHEET is posted on the bulletin board by the office. This is an
opportunity for you to have flowers placed on the altar in honor of a birthday, anniversary,
memory, etc. If you would like to place flowers on the alter for a special occasion, please place
your name and phone number on the line corresponding with the date on the alter flower sign
-up sheet. If you would like Lynnata to purchase flowers for you, please contact her - 360-3185298.
WOMEN’S MINISTRY NOTES: Since we are not meeting at this time, you may want to
contact these places to see if they are accepting donations if you so wish to donate at this
time...
 There is also a small box for the Lions Club who collect your out of date prescription
glasses.
 We will still collect clean socks and underwear as well as personal hygiene items for the
Light House Mission.
 Ferndale Foodbank ingathering is on going, and not knowing if there will be school
closures maybe items for children's food items would be good. There is always bread
available, but jam, pasta's and snacks would be good.
 Thank you for your generosity in these areas. We continue to serve the people using some
modifications in distribution.
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SPREAD THE WORD
REDEEMER LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL
IS NOW ENROLLING …
It's that time! We are now enrolling for the 2020-2021
school year. If you would like to register, you can
download the registration packet from our website
(www.redeemerbellingham.com) or call the office and
we will have one ready for you or we can email you
one! 360-384-5923
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Sunday School Newsletter — May
Well I was sitting at the computer last week and had the thought, maybe I should have been doing Sunday
school lessons via e-mail like Rex has been doing sermons or at least mailed out the Sunday school
pamphlets that are in our books. So my apologies I did not think of this sooner and at this point we are
heading into summer which we usually take a break during that time.
I am praying that social distancing will be lifted and we can go back to church, get ready for VBS, and then
be able to plan a fun Rally day for Sunday school to restart in the Fall! At this time I’m not sure what God
has planned but I hope you all are reading bible stories or devotions or books to your children!
Obviously the summer future is unknown at this time but I do have a theme and ideas ready for a VBS if
we will be able to have one. Something to think about and mentally plan on, but not sure if we will be able
to follow through with this plan.

It’s sad that I don’t have much more to say, but I will say a huge thank you to everyone following the
guidelines of social distancing so we can get through this sooner! A huge thank you to anyone who is
working at the hospital, on the front lines, all emergency personnel, essential workers and any risks you
have to take to care for one another or someone in need putting your health at risk! I hope everyone is
well and you are all staying safe.
I will leave you with a little song to sing to your little ones! Take Care!
“Jesus Loves Me, this I know.
For the Bible tells me so,
Little ones to Him belong,
They are weak but He is strong.
Yes, Jesus Loves Me.
Yes, Jesus Loves Me.
Yes, Jesus Loves Me,
The Bible tells me so.”
God’s Blessings,
Heidi Kuljis
360-815-0295
PreSchool@RedeemerBellingham.com
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Redeemer Lutheran Preschool
858 W. Smith Road
Bellingham, WA 98226
May 2020
Dear Redeemer Family,
It makes me really sad that I cannot write about all the fun things we should be doing in preschool right now and
getting ready for a graduation celebration in a few weeks.
Melissa and I made fun “Spring” bags for all the preschoolers and delivered them to each child’s home. We have
been in touch with all our families and they are all doing well. I think most of the children miss us close to how
much we miss them!
We did have the preschoolers make a Mother’s Day gift for their mom so we do plan to deliver those before
Mother’s Day. I am also praying we will be able to have a casual graduation ceremony at the church on May
20th as we had originally planned or a “parade” out in the preschool parking lot for our kiddos that are going on
to kindergarten!
Melissa and I are working on their memory books at least through March and will have a little gift for each child.
We will then hopefully get to plan for next year with as much of a fun summer break that is allowed and praying
school will be able to start as normal in September!
Prayers for all those 2020 graduates out there and all the teachers working hard to finish out this school year
virtually. Hang in there all of us parents trying to get their children through this new way of teaching at home!
This has not been easy but it too shall pass!
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid, do not be discouraged,
for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9

God’s Blessings,
Heidi Kuljis
360-815-0295
PreSchool@RedeemerBellingham.com
Preschool registration forms are posted on our website. If you prefer, you may call the office and they will email or mail you one.
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And for the special women in our lives!

Ascension Day —
Thursday, May 21, 2020
Observed on the
40th day of
Easter, always a
Thursday, the
Ascension
commemorates
Jesus' final
appearance to his
disciples before ascending to the
Father (Acts 1:1—11).

Pentecost — Sunday, May 31, 2020
From the Greek for "fiftieth day." Pentecost is the
liturgical celebration of that 50th day of Easter when
the Holy Spirit was poured out on the disciples,
marking the birth of the church. Liturgically,
Pentecost is not the beginning of a new season, but
the culmination of Easter.
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“Heaven’s Grocery Store”
I was walking down life's highway, just needing things galore,
When suddenly I saw a sign that read `Heaven Grocery Store'.
As I got a little closer, the door came open wide and pretty soon I found myself shopping there inside.
I saw a host of Angels; they were standing everywhere. One handed me a basket and
said, "My child, shop with care." Everything a Christian needed was in that Grocery
Store; all you couldn't carry, you could come back next day for.
First, I got some PATIENCE, LOVE was in the same row.
Further down was UNDERSTANDING, you need that everywhere you go.
I got a box or two of WISDOM, a bag or two of FAITH.
I just couldn't miss the Holy Spirit, for it was every place. I stopped to get some
STRENGTH and COURAGE to help me run this race. By then my basket was getting
full and I remembered needing GRACE.
I didn't forget SALVATION— that is free, so, I tried to get enough of that to save both
you and me.
Up the aisle was PRAYER — I just had to put that in, For I knew that when I stepped
outside, I’d run right into SIN. PEACE and JOY was plentiful, they were on the very
last shelf. SONG and PRAISE were hanging near, so I just helped myself.
Then I started to the counter to pay my grocery bill, I thought I had gotten everything
to do my Masters’ will. I inquired of the Angel, oh sir, what do I owe?”
He looked at me and smiled and said, "Just take them all and go!"
I was confused—so again I asked, "How much do I really owe?"
Again he smiled and said, "My child, Jesus paid your bill a long time ago."
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Lutherans For Life Quote: April 19
“Did the soldiers wonder about Jesus in years to come? Surely, a Man of such power
could have avoided the cross. But that wasn’t what Jesus was doing with His authority.
He was in charge that night, because He was about the business of saving us. And now
that He has risen from the dead and ascended into heaven, we know that He is in
charge of everything in heaven and earth—and we are safely His forever.”
Dr. Kari Vo, Lutheran Hour Ministries – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life •
www.lutheransforlife.org

Stay connected to the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
IF YOU WANT HELP UNDERSTANDING the world from a Lutheran perspective:
The Lutheran Witness (lcms.org/witness)
IF YOU LIKE HEARING directly from the president and other members of the president’s office: Witness,
Mercy, Life Together blog (wmltblog.org)
IF YOU WANT TO CONNECT with other LCMS Lutherans: LCMS Facebook
Twitter (!thelcms), Instagram (thelcms) and Periscope

(facebook.com/thelcms),

IF YOU WANT TO HEAR from LCMS leadership: Leader blog (blogs.lcms.org, category/leader-blog)
IF YOU’RE SEARCHING for stories of the Church in action:
Lutherans Engage the World (lcms.org/lutheransengage)

IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR NEWS: Reporter (blogs.lcms.org/reporter)
IF YOU CAN’T GET ENOUGH of all things mission:
Journal of Lutheran Mission (lcms.org/journaloflutheranmission)
IF YOU WANT IT ALL: LCMS News and Publications (blogs.lcms.org)

Free Cards

Share God’s Word by Using Free Gideon Cards
How would you like to extend the missionary outreach of our church to some 200
countries around the world? You are encouraged to use Gideon cards to send the
Word and Change a Life!
Every time you send a Gideon card, your donation for Bibles will send God’s
Word to someone who desperately needs it—perhaps in your own neighborhood or somewhere else around the world.
Gideon cards can be given in the memory of someone special (sympathy
cards) or for any special occasion, and that’s a life-changing difference!
Check out the display of free Gideon cards in our church. Where are they?
They are on the wooden shelf at the back wall in the fellowship room. Help
yourself. Then, let these cards acknowledge your gift in memory or in honor of
someone, and provide Bibles, helping fulfill the Great Commission. Thank you for
sharing God’s Word around the world.
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