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From the Vicar’s Pen
Jesus told Peter, in Matthew 16:18, “And I tell you, you
are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” Peter had just
confessed Jesus as “the Christ, the Son of the living
God” (vs 16), and Jesus called him, “Blessed.” (vs 17) We
could talk about how our Roman Catholic brethren
mis-interpret this passage to argue that Peter is the first
Pope, but that will need to wait for another time. I’d like
to share some thoughts I’ve recently had about the last
phrase, “and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”
We usually hear this part of the passage cited when there
is discussion about the sustainability of the Church.
You’ve heard the talk. “The Church may be in decline
here and there…but the Church will survive! Our
congregation may cease to exist, or our beloved Synod
might even decline into oblivion…but God’s Church is
growing in other places and will survive because God
promised that the gates of hell won’t overcome the
Church.” Is that what Jesus means here? Is the Church
on the defensive?
What are “gates?” Gates, in the ancient world, are the
main defense of the city. They were there to keep out
unwanted intruders, much like we use them today. This
passage is not referencing the Gates of Heaven (you
know, where Peter supposedly stands awaiting our
arrival where he will ask us, “Why should I let you in?” –
snicker, snicker – I’m being facetious). This passage is
talking about the Gates of Hell. The gates of hell shall not
prevail against the Church!
While the devil, sin, and evil in this world might seem
powerful and threatening; might even seem like they are
winning the day and prevailing over you…don’t believe it.
Your Lord Jesus went to the cross on your behalf to take
care of your sin. Then He, breaking down the gates of
hell, descended therein and proclaimed His victory over
sin, death, and the devil for us (1 Peter 3:18-20;
Colossians 2:15). He rose triumphantly over death and
the grave, then ascended to the right hand of God where
He rules over all things for the Church (Ephesians 1:2022), which is you! The gates of hell have been broken
down. They cannot prevail (withstand) against the Lord
or His Church. The Church, dear Christian is not on the

defense…but offense. Every time you confess Christ and
His work, to family, friends, neighbors, whoever…the
gates of hell tumble.
Onward Christian soldiers, marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus going on before.
Christ the royal master, leads against the foe;
Forward into battle see His banner go!
Like a mighty army moves the Church of God;
Brothers, we are treading where the saints have trod.
We are not divided, all one body we,
One in hope and doctrine, one in charity.
Crowns and thrones may perish, kingdoms rise and wane,
But the Church of Jesus constant will remain.
Gates of hell can never ‘gainst that Church prevail;
We have Christ’s own promise, and that cannot fail.
Onward, then, ye faithful, join our happy throng.
Blend with ours your voices in the triumphant song;
Glory, laud, and honor unto Christ, the king;
The through countless ages men and angels sing.
Onward Christian soldiers, marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus going on before.
LSB #662
Text: Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924, alt.
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005364
See you in church,
Vicar Rex Watt
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Submitted by Ross Abbe
Church Council Briefs from August 7, 2020 Minutes
Opening devotion was discussion of “Around the Blogosphere” from the August Saltshaker.
Vicar Rex opened the meeting with prayer.
Treasurers Report:
• Redeemer expenses are in the black $1,897.43 which includes $1,130.00 2021 preschool tuition.
Vicar’s Report:
• Due to Covid restrictions for nursing homes Vicar Rex visited Irene Walton.
th
th
• SMP training year finishes August 17 and new year begins September 14 . Courses: Lutheran Distinctions,
Law & Gospel, Two kinds of Righteousness, etc.
th
• Memorial service for Milo Hallmark is set for September 12 . Details to come.
rd
rd
• Vicar Rex, Grace Blaine August 23 , Pastor Wildermuth, Redeemer August 23 .
th
th
• Vicar Rex to visit daughter in Spokane September 8 - September 11 .
Elder’s Report:
• Discussed correcting faulty eternal light candle.
• Elders recommend current council officers continue through next year.
• New alarm system with some new codes being distributed to key holders.
• Elders reviewed brochure “Talking About Jesus in the Home” and “New Member brochures/packets.
Stewardship Report: Lutheran Witness to be mailed to all families beginning September.
Property Report:
• Louie presented a 14 item list for refreshing and maintaining Redeemer’s 40 year old landscaping.
Emphasis for future low maintenance. One of a number of work party dates suggested is September 19 th.
• Fascia painting and soffit repair bid $18,987.00. More bids are being sought.
Education Report:
• Board of Education looking at deciding to do preschool. Assistant preschool teacher resigned.
• M/W/F 8 students and T/Th 5 students registered as of 8/7/2020.
Old Business:
• Money Market for general fund savings account suggested LCMS Extension Fund.
• “Classical Christian Home School” decided to meet at different church.

New Business:
• Roof insulation for “Environmental Rebate” still in application for qualification.
• Treasurer Corinne still looking into Social Security Tax credit.
• Council reviewed Church Mutual’s article on the Supreme Court’s 2020 Civil Rights Ruling.
• Discussed preschool floor stripping and wax.
• “Church of Christ” requested to rent sanctuary. Council declined.
Rex closed with prayer
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“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all
your might” (Eccl 9:10).

Himself, for their leaders bear the sword of God’s
temporal justice for a purpose.

God bids us to be faithful in the tasks He calls us to
do. He calls us to be members of a family
(husbands and wives; fathers and mothers; sons
and daughters). He calls us to be members of
society (those who govern and those who are
governed). And He calls us to be members of His
family, the Church (those who preach and teach
and those who hear and learn). Each of these
callings from God places a duty on us.

As members of God’s own family, the Church, He
calls those who preach and teach to do so in
faithfulness to His holy Word. To preach and teach
the Law of God to convict the hearts of hearers of
their sin and to encourage, admonish, and exhort
them to do good works in accordance with God’s
will. They are to preach and teach the Gospel, the
full forgiveness of their sins accomplished by Christ
and received through faith, not by works. They are
to administer the means of grace in accordance
with the Gospel and the Word of God. They do all
this for the young and old alike, for those who are
near and far off. Those who hear and learn are to
submit themselves to their preachers and teachers.
They are support them by their prayers and their
gifts.

As members of a family, husbands are given the
duty to die for their wives as Christ gave His life for
His bride, the Church; while wives are given the
duty to respect their husbands and submit
themselves to them as the Church does to Christ.
Fathers and mothers are to raise their children in
the fear and admonition of the Lord, teaching them
the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, and the Scriptures concerning Baptism,
Confession, the Office of the Keys, and the Lord’s
Supper. Children are to honor their parents
throughout their lives, and even when their
parents are no longer alive, serving and obeying
them, loving and cherishing them, and speaking
well of them.
As members of society, God calls those who govern
to bear the sword, that is, to punish those who do
evil (those who live contrary to God’s will) and to
reward those who do good (those whose lives are
lived in conformity with God’s will). Those who are
governed are to obey their leaders as to the Lord

Each of these callings from God place a duty on us.
They make a claim on our presence; on our
prayers; and our time, talents, and treasures. So,
“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all
your might” (Eccl 9:10). Pray for your family, your
government, and your church. Give of yourself by
means of your time, your talents, and your
treasures to your family, your government, and
your Church. That is what it means to be faithful in
the tasks that God has given us. That is what it
means to do it with all your might.

From LCMS Stewardship—September
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

01

Wednesday

02

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

03

04

05

10

11

12

Office Closed
Bulletin Deadline
5-7:30 pm Evening Yard Work
Party

06
9:15 am: Adult
Bible Study
10:30 am: Worship

07 Labor Day 08

09

Office Closed

Office Closed

11 am Milo’s
Memorial Service

Bulletin Deadline
5-7:30 pm Evening Yard Work
Party

Vicar Watt on Vacation

13

14

9:15 am: Adult
Saltshaker
Bible Study
10:30 am: Worship Deadline
& Communion

15
6:30 pm: Elders

6 pm: Preschool
Parent Orientation

20

21

22

9:15 am: Adult
Bible Study
10:30 am: Worship

16

17

18

Office Closed
Bulletin Deadline
9:30 am MWF
Preschool 1st Day

9:30 am T/TH
Preschool 1st Day

23

24

19
9-12 pm: Mulch
Spreading

6:30 pm: Council

25

26

Office Closed
Bulletin Deadline

Tara on Vacation

27
9:15 am: Adult
Bible Study
10:30 am: Worship
& Communion

28

29

30
Office Closed
Bulletin Deadline

Tara on Vacation
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Assisting Us In Worship — SEPTEMBER
Altar Care
Lynnata Marttila

PLEASE NOTE: Returning to a Worship Assistant /
September Birthdays
09/15 Kendra Anderson
09/20 Abby Anderson
09/20 Robert Burger

October Birthdays
10/06
10/08
10/10
10/10
10/12
10/12
10/13
10/13
10/13
10/31

Sue Urbanec
Linda Reinikka
Darryl Edin
Rowan Hogle
Connor Dupuis
Elsie Were
Vera Littke
Les Anderson
Margaret Frost
Deanne Bowen

September & October Anniversaries
09/01 Glen & Cheryl Kortlever
09/06 Dave & Cindy McKay
10/17 Rex & Dee Watt
As the angels sing heavenly praises for our God above,
As the dawn touches the Earth with its soft rays,
As another chapter of your life starts anew,
I wish that God will grant you your heart’s greatest desire
And your presence endows peace to others
as refreshing as the morning dew.
Have a blessed and wonderful birthday or anniversary!

—————————————————
Note: If your birthday or wedding anniversary is not
listed on this page or if it is incorrect, please contact the
church office so we can make the correction.
Shut-ins: Virginia Blackmore, Ken Hindman

Volunteer Schedule is unknown at this time due to the
COVID 19 regulations. However, we are planning so that
we are ready when these restrictions have been lifted. If
you are not ready to serve, or would like your name to be
removed, please let the office know a.s.a.p. FORWARD
WITH GOD! Tara

10:30 am Worship Service
September 06
Usher:
Roger Granger
Reader:
Ross Abbe
Counters:
Barb A. / Micah P.
Coffee Hostess:
Marianne G. / Sally P.
Sound:
Elder on Duty:
Ross Abbe
September 13
Usher:
Reader:
Counters:
Coffee Hostess:
Sound:
Elder on Duty:
September 20
Usher:
Reader:
Counters:
Coffee Hostess:
Sound:
Elder on Duty:
September 27
Usher:
Reader:
Counters:
Coffee Hostess:
Sound:
Elder on Duty:

Elder Care List
A—Gra:
H—Lu:

Les Anderson
Ross Abbe

M—Sch: Kari Marttila
Sm—Wri: Patrick O’Connor

360.739.9517
360.908.2545 (c)
360. 734.9088
360.318.5298
515.707.3928

October 04
Usher:
Reader:
Counters:
Coffee Hostess:
Sound:
Elder on Duty:

Patrick Heaviside
Rex Watt
Linda R. / Peggy H.
Cheryl K. / Jamie D.
Kari Marttila
Louie Kuljis
Corinne Thorsen
Cheryl K. / Annie T.
Heidi K. / Micah P.
Patrick O’Connor
Roger Granger
Rex Watt
Barb A. / Kari M.
Sue U./ Val M.
Les Anderson
Patrick Heaviside
Joe Dupuis
Ron W. / Kelsey H.
Joy A. / Linda R.
Ross Abbe
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PLEASE NOTE: THE EVENTS BELOW MAY ALL CHANGE AS NEW DEVELOPMENTS ARE
ANNOUNCED REGARDING THE CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) UPDATES…
TITHE ENVELOPES — Thank you for your continued tithe offerings. Just a reminder
to write out Redeemer Lutheran Church on your check. Thank you.
You may continue to drop off your tithe envelopes to the secure Prayer Box.
OUR HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES to Arlene Lund and family. Her oldest son, John died in a car accident on
August 12. Please pray for Arlene, John’s wife and children and the whole family as they grieve this terrible
unexpected loss.
FOOD BANK: Thank you for the generous In gathering of food over the past month— one trunk load of food of
every thing from diapers, Top Raman, jam, cereal and everything in between. May God give you joy as you eat
your meals with Thanksgiving.
FROM THE OFFICE: Directory Update: I would like to update the church directory and need your help. If any
of your information in the March 2019 directory has changed or you are not listed, please send me an email at
office@redeemerbellingham.com. Thank you!

SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY MEETS AT 9:15 am: "Insight into Today's Bible Readings". We will be
examining and discussing the scriptural readings for the day's service.
WOMEN’S MONDAY MORNING FALL BIBLE STUDY on Ephesians is on hold until further notice. Val M.
THURSDAY LADIES LYNDEN BIBLE STUDY: Is thinking of starting up again Thursday, September 24, at her
Lynnata’s home in Lynden. (We can meet in my backyard [with social distancing] until the weather changes.)
If you are interested in joining this group, or would like more information, please contact Lynnata at
360.318.5298.
ALTAR GUILD HELP NEEDED: We could use a few more ladies (or gentlemen) from the church who would like
to volunteer for this ministry. For more information contact Lynnata M.
2020 ALTAR FLOWERS SIGN-UP SHEET is posted on the bulletin board by the office. This is an opportunity
for you to have flowers placed on the altar in honor of a birthday, anniversary, memory, etc. If you would like
to place flowers on the alter for a special occasion, please place your name and phone number on the line
corresponding with the date on the alter flower sign-up sheet. If you would like Lynnata to purchase flowers
for you, please contact her - 360-318-5298.
TUNE INTO THE LUTHERAN HOUR: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler, Lutheran Hour Speaker, gives a sermon each
Sunday. The program also features hymns and reflections on the texts.
Online: www.kfuo.org
Radio: 550AM KARI 11:30 am
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Security System Installed…
Redeemer Lutheran Church is now being security monitored
by Security Solutions NW in Bellingham. Due to a system
failure requiring a full replacement, and some other issues, the
Council decided to put the replacement system out for bid.
Security Solutions NW is the home and business security side
of Bellingham Lock and Safe, a 116-year-old locally owned
business.
If you have a key to the building, you should have been given a new access code to shut off the system
upon entering. If you have a key and have not yet received a personal 4-digit code, contact the church
office ASAP. Unauthorized entries will result in police/sheriff dispatch.
For those who have keys and been given a personal access code, an instruction sheet describing correct
Entry and Exit procedures has been emailed to you.
If anyone has any questions, please feel free to contact Vicar Watt or Tara Hendricks.
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Per August 2020 Redeemer Council Meeting the following recommendations were presented and approved
for clean-up and updating the outdoor grounds for easier maintenance:











Trimming hedges
 Clean-up/sweeping up moss in parking lot areas and
re-striping parking spaces
 Removal of old rotted wooden parking space dividers
 Trim back limbs that block parking spaces west of building
 Remove overgrown heather bushes from planted areas west
of the building and cover with mulch
 Clean-up planted area at North end of parking lot, expose
sidewalk area and cover ground area with mulch
The raised cross area – place landscape cloth around cross and cover area with mulch
Trim low limbs on evergreen trees on north side of education wing so mowers can mow closer to trees
Cover all flowerbed areas with mulch for weed control
Prune overgrown rhododendrons and azaleas
Mole control issues
Major pruning of flowering trees west of building in parking lot – remove dead wood and cut back trees
(in the Fall)
Rhododendron or evergreen planting in flowerbed on west side of sanctuary needed
Major pruning of boxwood hedge at West entrance to the building (in the Spring) to expose perennials
that bloom behind the hedge

Should anyone wish to contribute to the landscaping projects and expenses, the following items are
needed:
□ LANDSCAPE MULCH @ $16.00 per yard (needed approx. 40 yds) Total = $640.00 + tax
You may donate by the yard or a flat dollar amount
□ LANDSCAPE CLOTH (placed around raised cross area – (2) Rolls needed @ $30.00 + tax per roll
□ Large Round Precast CONCRETE PLANTERS / Needed 4 @ $105.00 each + tax
These projects will be a process and be accomplished over time. Work
Parties will be scheduled as needed.
Your helping hands and support are welcomed and a blessing as we care
for the building and property the Lord has blessed us with. Should you
have any questions, please contact Louie Kuljis, Barb Abbe or Dee Watt.
WATCH YOUR SUNDAY BULLETINS FOR WORK PARTY NOTICES.
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Sunday School Newsletter
Hello Sunday School Families!

As much as I would like us to be able to hold rally day this month I am not sure it’s the best idea. After
some thought I feel like at this time there are so many unknowns yet that some people might not be
comfortable with. However, I do plan on passing out the weekly Sunday School Lessons or mail them to
those of you who are not there on that Sunday. Hopefully you can read over the lesson and discuss with
your family.
I will plan to have Sunday school one Sunday a month and we will discuss all the lessons! Look for the
Sunday school schedule in the bulletin!
May you all be well, may you all be in God’s word and may we all be able to meet as “normal” soon!
Prayers are with you as this distance learning school year begins!
Love and Blessings,
Heidi

SPREAD THE WORD
REDEEMER LUTHERAN
PRESCHOOL
IS NOW ENROLLING …
It's that time! We are now enrolling for
the 2020-2021 school year. If you would
like to register, you can download the
registration packet from our website
(www.redeemerbellingham.com) or call
the office and we will have one ready for
you or we can email you one!
360-384-5923
12

Redeemer Lutheran Preschool
858 W. Smith Road
Bellingham, WA 98226
Dear Redeemer Family,
Wow! September already! You wouldn’t think time could fly after dealing with the pandemic since at least
March but here we are!
The board of Ed has decided to go ahead with our 2020-21 preschool year and I couldn’t be more excited!
Although things will be “different” to our normal routine I truly feel these children need me to teach them and
to learn about God! Our starting date at the moment is Wednesday, September 16th but we are in need of an
assistant preschool teacher so if any of you know of someone who would be willing to help please let me know.
If I cannot find someone in the next couple weeks then our start date will be October 5th! Please pray that we
will find an assistant and that our children and preschool staff will stay safe and healthy!
Thank you for those of you who have contributed items to our preschool. Your always giving hearts warms mine
and makes me feel so thankful and blessed by you!
September Blessings,
Heidi
360-815-0295
PreSchool@RedeemerBellingham.com

Elmer’s glue sticks (48)
Clorox wipes (LOTS)
Dixie Cups 5 oz (2 boxes)
Napkins (2 packs)
Paper plates 6” (2 packs)

Hobby Lobby Gift Cards
Michaels Gift Cards
Dollar Tree Gift Cards

Preschool registration forms are posted on our website. If you prefer, you may call the office and they will
e-mail or mail you one.
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submitted by Rex Watt
An item not actually on a blog, per se, but from something I have subscribed to and get periodically in my inbox.

Whom Can You Trust?
August 13, 2020 by Jerry Kieschnick
https://jerrykieschnick.wordpress.com/2020/08/13/whom-can-you-trust/

Any of you who are wondering whether “whom” in the title of this article should be changed to “who” may
feel free to do the research. I did. The title is correct. But both words are acceptable.
So the question is: Whom do you trust? Here are several examples:
Nutrisystem says: “You eat the food. You lose the weight.” But how long will it stay off?
Tom Selleck says you can trust reverse mortgages. But you’d better read the fine print.
Joe Biden says he’ll unite America. Many people wonder just how that promise will be kept.
Donald Trump says he’ll continue to make America great. Many don’t like or trust the man.
Parents promise their children a trip to Disneyworld. The economy tanks. So does the trip.
Married folks promise to stay with each other till death parts them. Half of them get divorced.
Some doctors and politicians say wear the COVID mask. Others say it doesn’t really help.
Some physicians say Remdesivir is a cure. Others say hydroxychloroquine. Some say neither.
Need I go on? Promises are made all day every day. But not all promises are actually kept.
So whom can you trust? Try these biblical suggestions:
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. Prov. 3:5
Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act. Ps. 37:5
It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in man. Ps. 118:8
But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. Is. 40:31

Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is
with you wherever you go. Josh. 1:9
Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God. Is. 41:10
Try those on for size. They’ll work. Trust me.
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The Lamb
William Blake

Little Lamb who made thee
Dost thou know who made thee
Gave thee life & bid thee feed.
By the stream & o'er the mead;
Gave thee clothing of delight,
Softest clothing wooly bright;
Gave thee such a tender voice,
Making all the vales rejoice!
Little Lamb who made thee
Dost thou know who made thee

Little Lamb I'll tell thee,
Little Lamb I'll tell thee!
He is called by thy name,
For he calls himself a Lamb:
He is meek & he is mild,
He became a little child:
I a child & thou a lamb,
We are called by his name.
Little Lamb God bless thee.
Little Lamb God bless thee.
John 1:29: The next day he saw Jesus coming toward
him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world!

The little cares that fretted me.
I lost them yesterday
Among the fields above the sea.
Among the winds at play;
Among the lowing of the herds,
The rustling of the trees,
Among the singing of the birds,
The humming of the bees.
The foolish fears of what may happen,
I cast them all away
Among the clover-scented grass,
Among the new-mown hay;
Among the husking of the corn
Where drowsy poppies nod,
Where ill thoughts die and good are
born.
Out in the fields with God.
—author unknown

John 4:34: Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will
of him who sent me and to accomplish his work.
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Lutherans For Life Quote: September 6
“On earth, there will be no shortage of burdens to bear as we care for those
in need. But one day, these burdens will be lifted from our shoulders in
Heaven, where the Lord will see us through the lens of Christ’s perfect
sacrifice and will say, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! … Enter into the
joy of your master’ (Matthew 25:21). Rest in His unfailing love.”
Marie K. MacPherson, author – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life •
www.lutheransforlife.org

Stay connected to the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
IF YOU WANT HELP UNDERSTANDING the world from a Lutheran perspective:
The Lutheran Witness (lcms.org/witness)
IF YOU LIKE HEARING directly from the president and other members of the president’s office: Witness,
Mercy, Life Together blog (wmltblog.org)
IF YOU WANT TO CONNECT with other LCMS Lutherans: LCMS Facebook
Twitter (!thelcms), Instagram (thelcms) and Periscope

(facebook.com/thelcms),

IF YOU WANT TO HEAR from LCMS leadership: Leader blog (blogs.lcms.org, category/
leader-blog)

IF YOU’RE SEARCHING for stories of the Church in action:
Lutherans Engage the World (lcms.org/lutheransengage)
IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR NEWS: Reporter (blogs.lcms.org/reporter)
IF YOU CAN’T GET ENOUGH of all things mission:
Journal of Lutheran Mission (lcms.org/journaloflutheranmission)
IF YOU WANT IT ALL: LCMS News and Publications (blogs.lcms.org)

Free Cards

Share God’s Word by Using Free Gideon Cards
How would you like to extend the missionary outreach of our church to some 200
countries around the world? You are encouraged to use Gideon cards to send the
Word and Change a Life!
Every time you send a Gideon card, your donation for Bibles will send God’s
Word to someone who desperately needs it—perhaps in your own neighborhood or somewhere else around the world.
Gideon cards can be given in the memory of someone special (sympathy
cards) or for any special occasion, and that’s a life-changing difference!
Check out the display of free Gideon cards in our church. Where are they?
They are on the wooden shelf at the back wall in the fellowship room. Help
yourself. Then, let these cards acknowledge your gift in memory or in honor of
someone, and provide Bibles, helping fulfill the Great Commission. Thank you for
sharing God’s Word around the world.
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