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In my annual Bible reading program I have just finished reading the book of Job.  It’s not 
necessarily an easy read.  There is a lot of talk going on between Job and his “friends.”  It’s 
poetry…and I’m not well versed in poetry.  But there are some things I do grasp from Job: here 
was a man who lost everything.  He was a farmer and lost his livestock.  He had a large family, 
and while he did not lose his spouse, he lost all his children.  He even lost his health.  Yet, 
despite all these losses, he did not lose faith in God.  “The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken 
away; blessed be the name of the Lord.”  I wonder how many of us would respond the same 
way Job did. 
 
When we face trials and tribulations in our lives what is our response?  Will we allow our grief 
to swallow us alive, suck out our will to live, cause us to be bitter toward God, dry up our love 
for others?  Will we “throw in the towel” as Job’s wife suggested when she told him to, “Curse 
God and die!”  Few of us will suffer to the extent of Job, but many of us will face sufferings and 
loss of property, family and/or health.  Maybe you already are or know someone who has 
suffered such during this Covid-19 thing.   
 
Despite his inability to explain his suffering, Job clings to his belief that God is still his 
Redeemer.  We can too.  We are his baptized children!  We can put our confidence in the God 
who has redeemed us by the “washing of the water with the word.”  In this sin-broken world, 
pains will come.  The question for us is, “Where will we turn when those pains come?”  “Be 
still, and know that I am God” says Psalm 46:10.  Jesus cried out to the wind and the waves, 
“‘Peace! Be still!’ And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm” (Mark 4:39). 

 
Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side; 
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 
Leave to your God to order and provide; 
In ev’ry change He faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’nly Friend 
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

LSB #752 stanza 1 
 

See you in church, 
Vicar Rex E. Watt 

From the Vicar’s Pen 
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 Goodbye and Good luck  to Annie! 
 

Annie Thorsen has reported to bootcamp for the U.S. Navy.  
Blessings to Annie as she begins this new adventure.  We 
will keep her in our thoughts and prayers. 

Sunday ~ August 29th  
 Following worship 

Bring Your Own Lunch 

JOIN TOGETHER IN A LUNCH FELLOWSHIP 

PLEASE BRING:  Your own brown bag lunch 
Water and Lemonade will be provided for drinks 

Tables will be available indoors or outdoors for eating and fellowship. 

 

COME!     ENJOY!     FELLOWSHIP!  
“Encouraging one another in the Lord” 
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When it comes to stewardship, a favorite Bible verse is the account 
of the widow’s mite (Luke 21:1–4). It’s a moving account. Our Lord 
praises the seemingly small gift of two copper coins given by a 
poor widow above the abundance of gifts given by the rich, saying, 
“Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of 
them” (Luke 21:3). And that is usually where we stop. But the text 
goes on. “For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she 
out of her poverty put in all she had to live on” (Luke 21:4). 
 
“She … put in all she had to live on.” She gave everything. She held 
nothing back. She trusted that the Lord who made her and all 
creatures; who gave her everything she had; who redeemed her 
from her own sin, from death, and the power of the devil; who 
called her by the gospel and enlightened her with His gifts of Word 
and Sacrament; would continue to do this. He would provide her 
with all that she needed for this body and life because that is the 
character of the God she had.  
 
But this is not why we give small gifts. Her gift, though it appeared 
small, was actually large. When we are tempted to give small gifts, 
it is precisely because we want them to be small! We don’t trust 
the Lord to provide for us. We give small gifts because we lack faith 
in the One who created us, redeemed us, sanctifies and keeps us in 
the one true faith. We give small gifts because we doubt that God 
will really give us what we need and desire. We give small gifts 
because we are not content with what God has already given.  
 
We are not slaves, children of the slave woman, under the Old 
Covenant (Galatians 4). We are adopted sons of the free woman. 
And since we are sons, we are also heirs. And heirs receive the 
inheritance. For everything is already ours in Christ. And thus, 
moved by the willing spirit of adoption, we do the will of God in 
financial matters far beyond all that done by those under the Old 
Covenant who were forced by legal demands.  
 
So, what have you decided to give? How do I decide what to give? 
Let the Scriptures be your guide. 
 
We are to give proportionally to what we have received from God’s 
giving to us (Luke 12:48; 1 Corinthians 16:1–2, 2 Corinthians 8:12). 
But you have not been set free to give nothing. See that you excel 
in the grace of giving (2 Corinthians 8:7)!  
 
We are not free to live selfishly outside the Gospel, without regard 
for God who gives us all good gifts, without generosity for our 
neighbor who needs us and our gifts, without supporting the 

community of faith in which we live, without care for our spiritual 
fathers and those who teach and help raise our children in the 
faith, and without resources for the poor and needy. 
 
In short, we are not free to live unto ourselves, hoarding what God 
has given us only for us. For love is the fulfillment of the law 
(Romans 13:10). And the sum of the law is this: Love God and love 
your neighbor (Matthew 22:34–40). We love because He first loved 
us. We give because He has given to us.  
 
Luther once said, “Possessions belong in your hands, not in your 
heart” (LW 14:240). There is a reason your 10 fingers spread apart. 
With your hands you catch God’s gifts for what you need and let 
the rest fall through your fingers to your neighbors – your family, 
your friends, your community, your church. 
 

 
LCMS Stewardship Ministry 
Newsletter article – August 2021 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 01 

9:15 am:  Adult 
Bible Study 
10:30 am:  Worship 

 

 

02 03 

6:30 pm: Elders 

04 

 
 

 

05 

 

 

06 

 
 

07 

 

08 
9:15 am:  Adult 
Bible Study 
10:30 am:  Worship 
& Communion 
 
 

09 

 

10 

6:30 pm:  Council 
 
 

11 

Bulletin Deadline 
 
 
 
 

12 

 

13 

 

 

 

14 

 

15 

 9:15 am:  Adult 
Bible Study 
10:30 am:  Worship 
 

 

16 

 
 

17 

 

18 

Bulletin Deadline 
Saltshaker  
Deadline 
 
 
 

19 

 
 
 

20 

 
 
 
 
 

21 

 

 

22 

9:15 am:  Adult 
Bible Study 
10:30 am:  Worship 
& Communion 
 

23 

 
 

24 

 

25 

Bulletin Deadline 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

26 

 
 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

9:15 am:  Adult 
Bible Study 
10:30 am:  Worship 
& Communion 
 

BYOL 

30 

 
 

31  
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August  & September Anniversaries 
08/27  Darryl & Marsha Edin 
08/12  David & Susanne Martinsen 
08/16  Karl & Melissa Noste 
09/01  Glen & Cheryl Kortlever 
09/06  Dave & Cindy McKay 
09/12  Dale & Carol Kloes 
   

As the angels sing heavenly praises for our God above, 
As the dawn touches the Earth with its soft rays, 

As another chapter of your life starts anew, 
I wish that God will grant you your heart’s greatest desire 

And your presence endows peace to others  
as refreshing as the morning dew. 

Have a blessed and wonderful birthday or anniversary!  
————————————————— 

Note:  If your birthday or wedding anniversary is not 
listed on this page or if it is incorrect, please contact the 
church office so we can make the correction.  
 

Shut-ins:  Virginia Blackmore, Ken Hindman 

Assisting Us In Worship — August 

Altar Care 
Rod & NaDean  Hanson 

 

UPDATE 
THE VOLUNTEER WORSHIP SCHEDULE  (ushers, 
counters, etc.) will be postponed until restrictions for 
such activities are lifted by the governor.   
 
Our Lord continues to walk with us daily through this 
unprecedented time and we give thanks for His 
promise to never leave us or forsake us.  This we take 
comfort in, as He teaches us patience in waiting upon 
Him.  
 
In is time, we look forward to the opportunity to use 
our gifts of hospitality/serving once again.  Should you 
have any questions, please contact Dee for Hostesses 
and Tabatha for the others.   
 

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his 
mercies never come to an end;  they are new every 
morning; great is Thy faithfulness.” Lam. 3:22-23  

 
  ELDER  LAY READER 
Aug.  01 Patrick O’Connor Ross Abbe 
Aug.  08 Ross Abbe    Rex Watt 
Aug.  15 Kari Marttila Joe Dupuis 
Aug.  22 Patrick O’Connor Rex Watt 
Aug.  29 Ross Abbe  Corrine Thorsen 
 

Fellowship Host/Hostess Volunteer Schedule 
 

Aug.  01 Cheryl Kortlever & Jamie Dupuis 
Aug.  08 Susanne Martinsen & Heidi Kuljis 
Aug.  15 Barb Abbe  &  Janet Baeder  
Aug.  22 Marianne Giusti &  Sally Pinski 
Aug.  29 5th Sunday - Bring Your Own Lunch 

Elder Care List  
 

A—Gra:      Larry Schell                    360.294-6100 
H—Lu:        Ross Abbe                    360.908.2545   
       360.734.9088 
M—Sch:     Kari Marttila                  360.318.5298 
Sm—Wri:   Patrick O’Connor          515.707.3928 

August Birthdays 
08/02  Helen Granger 
08/06  Larry Schell 
08/09  Shelby Dupuis 
08/11  Joseph Stephens 
08/13  Dale Harshman 
08/17  Marianne Giusti 
08/20  Richard Hallmark 
08/22  Hunter Kuljis 
08/23  Cheryl Kortlever 
08/25  Cindy McKay 
08/26  Jan Willand 
08/29  George Leonard 

September Birthdays 
09/05  Cristi Lysne 
09/15  Kendra Anderson 
09/20  Robert Burger 
09/20  Abby  Anderson 
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PLEASE NOTE:  THE EVENTS BELOW MAY ALL CHANGE AS NEW DEVELOPMENTS ARE 
ANNOUNCED REGARDING THE CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) UPDATES… 
 
 

TITHE ENVELOPES — Thank you for your continued tithe offerings.  Just a reminder to write 
out Redeemer Lutheran Church on your check.  Thank you. 
 

   You may continue to drop off your tithe envelopes to the secure Prayer Box. 
 
 

SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY MEETS AT 9:15 am:  "A Longer Look at the Lessons:  A Study of the 

Weekly Pericopes”, led by Vicar Watt. 
 

DEVOTIONALS:  “Our Daily Bread” for June-Aug. and “Portals of Prayer” for July-Sept. are available at the 

bulletin table and the mailbox table. 
 

2021 ALTAR FLOWERS SIGN-UP SHEET is posted on the bulletin board by the office.  This is an 

opportunity for you to have flowers placed on the altar in honor of a birthday, anniversary, memory, etc.  If 
you would like to place flowers on the alter for a special occasion, please place your name and phone number 
on the line corresponding with the date on the alter flower sign-up sheet. If you would like Lynnata to 
purchase flowers for you, please contact her - 360-318-5298. 
 

TUNE INTO THE LUTHERAN HOUR:  Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler, Lutheran Hour Speaker, gives a sermon 

each Sunday.  The program also features hymns and reflections on the texts. 
Online:  www.kfuo.org  Radio: 550AM   KARI   11:30 am 
 

COUNTERS NEEDED:  We are once again able to have counters for the offering on Sundays and 
we are in need of some volunteers to count.  If you are interested in volunteering or have any 
questions please contact Vicar Watt.  
 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE:  A memorial service will be held here at Redeemer for beloved member 
Al Reinikka.  The service will be Saturday September 11, at 1:30pm. 
 
 

Advent By Candlelight!   

We are seeking a committee of 5 people to organize and plan this event.  New ideas and 

thoughts…as we look ahead to the Advent season. Should you be interested and/or have 

questions, please contact Barb Abbe, Sharon Schell or Dee Watt.  
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Please join us in welcoming new members to the Redeemer family! 

Major John McCrae was a poet and physician from Ontario, 
Canada.  He was inspired to write “In Flanders’ Fields” in 1915 
in the midst of World War I.  This poem has become widely 
known to represent the sacrifice of those who lost their lives 
in WWI. 

Marianne Giusti 
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Redeemer Lutheran Preschool 
858 W. Smith Road 

Bellingham, WA  98226 

SPREAD THE WORD 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN  

PRESCHOOL  

IS NOW ENROLLING … 
 

It's that time!  We are now enrolling for the 2021-2022 school year.  

If you would like to register, you can download the registration 

packet from our website (www.redeemerbellingham.com) or call the 

office and we will have one ready for you or we can email you one!   

360-384-5923  

24 pack of Crayola crayons (18 boxes) 
Construction Paper 12 x 18in (2 packs each) 
-black 
-white 
-tan 
Pom poms (assorted colors and sizes) 
6 qt Sterilite bins – clear bins with colored lids (8 bins) 
16 qt Sterilite bins – clear bins with colored lids (8 bins) 

 

Pipe Cleaners 50pk (1 pack each) 
-orange -purple 
-yellow  -black 
-brown  -green 
-white  -blue 
 
GIFT CARDS:   Dollar Tree, Hobby Lobby, Michaels 

Wish List for the 2021-2022 Preschool Year 
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COMING 
 

October 3rd, 2021 
 

“OPPORTUNITY FAIR” 
 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Prayerfully Consider… 
 

Where can the Lord use my gifts and talents for His work at Redeemer? 
 

Christian Education - Preschool, Sunday School, Adult Bible Study & VBS 
Church Property - Building and Grounds upkeep 

Elders - Worship / Music 
Evangelism - Community Outreach  

Stewardship / Membership Development 
Women’s Ministry - Prayer shawl, Quilting, Prayer chain & Hospitality 

 

 
Sunday, October 3rd, following the morning service and potluck lunch 

 

Additional information is coming in the weeks ahead! 
 



 11 

 

    New Ministry Opportunity   
     Military “Care Packages”  

 
 

The first care packages will be sent out on August 15th!  Please see the table in fellowship 
hall to find out more about the servicemembers we are supporting and get some ideas 
on items they would like to receive.  The boxes are on display and ready for donations, 
also notecards are available to write a note of encouragement.   If you are interested in 
participating in this ministry by contributing items or donating funds, or if you have any 
questions, please contact Carl or Mary Ann Olsen at 360-510-3056. Thank you! 
 

Servicemember Spotlight 

Anya Clark 
 

Granddaughter of John and Lynnea 
Flarry 

 
United States Air Force 

 

Anya is a Senior Airman stationed at Osan Air 
Force Base in South Korea.  Some items Anya en-
joys: make up, hair "pretties," small dainty jewelry 
items, and candy--especially candy from Russia or 
Ukraine, such as that sold at the European Market 
on the Guide.  Prayers, as well as a daily devotion-
al, such as Our Daily Bread is something she would 
appreciate. 
 
Please pray for Anya as she serves our country. 
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Welcome New Members 

Redeemer has been blessed with several new members!  Please welcome (from 
left to right) Anthony, Wendy & Ian McCleod, Jeanette Stroming, Cristi Lysne 
and Sandy & Dave Stamps.  All pictured with Vicar Watt.  We joyfully welcome 
them into our church community!   
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Arenda Hovde was welcomed into mem-
bership by Rite of Confirmation.  As well 
as Molly Jones who is not pictured.  Look 
for her picture soon! 

Doug Bender becomes a new member after 
a Re–Affirmation of Faith.  Welcome! 
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Share God’s Word by Using Free Gideon Cards 

How would you like to extend the missionary outreach of our church to some 200 
countries around the world?  You are encouraged to use Gideon cards to send the 
Word and Change a Life! 
 

Every time you send a Gideon card, your donation for Bibles will send God’s 
Word to someone who desperately needs it—perhaps in your own neigh-
borhood or somewhere else around the world. 
 

Gideon cards can be given in the memory of someone special (sympathy 
cards) or for any special occasion, and that’s a life-changing difference! 
 

Check out the display of free Gideon cards in our church.  Where are they?  
They are on the wooden shelf  at the back wall in the fellowship room.  Help  
yourself.  Then, let these cards acknowledge your gift in memory or in honor of 
someone, and provide Bibles, helping fulfill the Great Commission.  Thank you for 
sharing God’s Word around the world. 

Free Cards 

Stay connected to the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
 

IF YOU WANT HELP UNDERSTANDING the world from a Lutheran perspective:         
The Lutheran Witness  (lcms.org/witness) 
 

IF YOU LIKE HEARING directly from the president and other members of the president’s office:  Witness, 
Mercy, Life Together blog (wmltblog.org) 
 

IF YOU WANT TO CONNECT with other LCMS Lutherans:  LCMS Facebook           (facebook.com/thelcms), 
Twitter (!thelcms), Instagram (thelcms) and Periscope 
 

IF YOU WANT TO HEAR from LCMS leadership:  Leader blog (blogs.lcms.org, category/
leader-blog) 
 

IF YOU’RE SEARCHING for stories of the Church in action:  
 Lutherans Engage the World (lcms.org/lutheransengage) 
 

IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR NEWS:  Reporter (blogs.lcms.org/reporter) 
 

IF YOU CAN’T GET ENOUGH of all things mission:   
 Journal of Lutheran Mission (lcms.org/journaloflutheranmission) 
 

IF YOU WANT IT ALL:  LCMS News and Publications (blogs.lcms.org) 

Lutheran’s For Life Quote: August 1 
 

“Your Heavenly Father loves you in spite of your many failings. The Son, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, is now interceding on your behalf at the throne of God 
every time you stumble and fall. The Holy Spirit of the blessed Trinity is at 
your side convicting you of your sin but then also assuring you that every last 
one of your sins has been totally forgiven. He, the Spirit, then also plants 
deep into your heart God’s gift of faith and hope.”  
 

Rev. Dr. Wallace Schulz, The Lutheran Hour – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • 
lutheransforlife.org  


