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(due to Tara’s vacation) 



 2 

 

Recently I had a conversation with a parishioner who had concerns over the reported migration to 
digital currency from paper currency in our country.  This person was wondering if this was part of 
the “signs of the end” that the Bible talks about.  After some discussion, and online research, we 
concluded that if this migration is real, it probably will not take place for a while.  Even then, one 
could see it as a continuum from the days when the preacher or doctor was paid in potatoes and 
chickens, to the gold standard, to the “fiat system” we currently operate under (i.e..: money is money 
because the government says it is).   
 

Is digital currency a “sign of the end?”  I guess it depends on what you mean by “the end.”  Scripture 
in Acts 2:17 says, “And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all 
flesh…” indicating that the “Last Days” began at Pentecost.  For nearly two thousand years Christians 
have been seeing “the signs” and believing that they were the ones living in the end times.  Over 
those centuries Christians have seen signs in nature: famine (Mt 24:7), pestilence (Lk 21:11), 
earthquakes (Mt 24:7), and the roaring and tossing of the seas in tidal waves/tsunamis (Lk 21:25).  
They have seen signs in society: wars and rumors of wars (Mt 24:6), rebellions and revolutions (Lk 
21:9), the rise and fall of governments, as well as the increase of sinfulness (2 Tim 3:1-4).  Throughout 
those years, and even more prevalent today we see signs within the Church: persecution (Mt 24:10) 
and false teachers (Mt 24:11).  We 21st Century Christians, along with all the saints in years past, 
believe we are living in the end times.  The question is, “how close to the end are we?” 
 

And that question, dear Saints, God does not answer for us.  Jesus said that all these signs “are but 
the beginning of the birth pangs” (Mt 24:8).  Jesus said about the end and his coming again, 
“concerning that day and hour no one knows… but the Father only” (Mt 24:36).  It is not for us to 
know.  But he calls us to be ready (Mt 24:44). 
 

May I suggest to you that all these “signs” have been fulfilled?  We have seen them all.  All these 
signs that Jesus talks about have been met.  There is nothing that restrains our Savior, Jesus Christ 
from coming.  He could return at any moment.  So, why hasn’t he?  What is taking him so long?  The 
Apostle Peter answers that question for us: “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach 
repentance” (2 Pet 3:9).  He waits patiently to give ample opportunity for people to believe.  He will 
come.  As with his first coming, that it was “at the right time” so it will be with his second coming.  It 
will be “at the right time.” 
 

And you do not have to worry or fret over it, nor over which “sign” is telling us “he is at the door.”  
You are baptized children of God.  Your house is in order.  As God’s forgiven children, he will bring 
you into his kingdom where you will see him face to face (Rev 22:4) and abide in his presence 
eternally (Rev 7:15-17).  God be praised! 
 

See you in church, 
Vicar Rex E. Watt 

From the Vicar’s Pen 
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Church Council Briefs from June 26, 2020  
 

Treasurers Report:  
• Corinne met with auditor Suzanne, corrected balances of special accounts.   
• Non used Preschool monies were refunded to parents.   
• SMP tuition and fees to be debited to “Endowment Fund” Money Market Account.   
• January thru May 20th (5 mos.) Tithes & Offerings were only ($1271.00) short of expenses.   
 

Vicar’s Report:  
• Phone calls were made to everyone in the congregation.  Mother’s Day Roses were delivered in the church 

family.   
• Suzanne Martinson finishing instruction and will be confirmed.  Rowan Hogle soon to be baptized.   
• Milo Hallmark’s Memorial will be held in September.  Al Reinikka’s Memorial still pending.   
• Current SMP Course is “Creedal Themes” – Rex is enjoying it. 
 

Elder’s Report:   
• Several Couples from Trinity have expressed interest to transfer membership. 
• Les Anderson was nominated for Elder and because of pandemic no current Voter Meeting scheduled, 

Council voted to appoint him.  President Ross will appoint Les Anderson. 
 

Stewardship Report:  
• Discussion on mailing Lutheran Witness to church members.  Council voted to mail to members and 

debited to member development. 
 

Property Report:  
• The fan in boys bathroom and new photo eye to be installed.   
• Alex Strong resumed cleaning in June.   
 

Education Report:  
• March 17th was the last preschool date.  A successful graduation held in parking lot June 22nd.  All but 1 

family attended.   
• VBS is cancelled this year.   
 

Evangelism Report: Patrick Heaviside absent – unable to wear mask. 
 

Old Business:  
• Current security system could not be repaired.  Council voted to accept “Security Solutions” bid.   
• Council voted to allow “Classical Christian Home School Group” to use our facilities 15 days per school year.   
• Special gifts for roof total ($3250.00) was sent to the “extension fund” loan.   
 

New Business:  
• FCC changes disallows one of our church microphones.  Vicar Rex will research acquiring a replacement 

microphone. 
• George Leonard and Ross Abbe searching for bids to repair soffit and paint fascia.   
• New signers will be set up for church account, Heidi Kuljis, Rex Watt and Corinne Thorsen. 
• Corinne Thorsen will search for money market fund for church savings money.   

Submitted by Ross Abbe 
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Church Council Briefs from July 10, 2020 Minutes 
 

Treasurers Report: Corinne advised the negative balance in 2019-2020 Preschool year account is result of small 
enrollment and March cancellation (COVID-19) tuition refund to preschool families.  Motion was made and approved 
to move $8775.00 from the General Fund account to preschool account to zero out 2019-2020.  Church income and 
expenses January through June are in the black $753.62 
 

Vicar’s Report:  Phone calls were made in May and June to everyone in the congregation.   
• All shut-ins were communed and visited prior to March COVID shutdown.  No visitations in April.   
• Sunday Morning Bible Class resumed with Larry Schell.   
• Susanne is close to completing catechism and soon to be confirmed. 
• Rowan Hogle after one or two more sections is ready to be baptized.   
• Pastor Wildermuth and I are reviewing instruction sequence.   
• Received 2 A’s and a B in my SMP courses and meeting weekly with Pastor Wildermuth. 
• Attendance at Redeemer last 4 Sundays 41, 30, 50 and 37. 
• Children’s Worship is currently cancelled, we will reevaluate in the fall. 
• Milo Hallmark’s memorial service is scheduled for September 15, 2020.   
• Al Reinikka’s service still to be scheduled. 
 

Elder’s Report:  The Elders approved Carl and Mary Ann Olson transfer from Trinity 
 

Stewardship Report: September 2020 the Lutheran Witness will be mailed to members. 
• Barbara suggested outdoor picnic with everyone bringing their own lunch and drink and following social distancing 

in the church backyard on Sunday Aug. 2nd. 
 

Property Report: Boys bathroom fan is ordered, and plumber will fix furnace room leak. 
• A list of ground upkeep will be made. 
• Louie will contact Steven Potvin to trap moles. 
 

Education Report: Inquiries are incoming about preschool and personal tours are available by appointment.   
• Heidi is researching and planning for safe reopening by AAP health guidelines.  Children currently enrolled are 7 for 

Mon, Wed & Fri, and 4 for Tues and Thurs class.   
• Rally day is likely planned for Sept. 20th 2020.   
 

Evangelism Report: Patrick Heaviside absent (unable to wear a mask). 
 

Old Business: Security system agreement has been signed and parts ordered. 
• Corinne Heidi and Rex will meet July 14th to update signers on checking account to improve interest earnings on 

general funds.  
• Ross and Corinne will investigate accessibility of local money market account. 
• Crystal Johnson of “Classical Christian Homeschool Group” brought 2 teachers to tour our church facility and they 

were pleased.  They will use the church 3 of 4 Tuesdays each month in the coming school year.   
 

New Business: Louis Kuljis will list specific areas for repair including soffit, and painting fascia.  These perimeters will 
make all bids with the same limits to be comparable.   
• Rex discovered our roofing insulation may qualify the church for an environmental rebate.  He is researching this. 
• Corinne is investigating a Social Security Tax credit for the church payroll. 
 
Rex closed with prayer 

Submitted by Ross Abbe 
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Winston Churchill reportedly said, “we make a living 
by what we get, but we make a life by what we 
give.” According to Churchill then, our lives are 
defined less by what we have gotten and more by 
what we give away. 
 

Our Lord’s life is defined in this way. He gave 
completely of Himself for us. He became man for us. 
He taught the truth of God’s Word. He healed those 
with many and various diseases. He died the death 
that we deserve because of sin. He gave of Himself 
in order to save us from sin, death, and hell. So it is 
that by giving completely of Himself, He got us for 
Himself, making us citizens of His eternal kingdom 
by grace.  
 

As it was for Jesus, so it is also for us. We get more 
from giving than we do from simply getting. Giving 
softens our hearts and frees us from the worries of 
this world and making a living. For when we are 
singularly focused on making a living, we are 
singularly focused on what we get.  
That mindset begins to bleed into all areas of our 
lives – our relationships with friends and family, with 

neighbors and coworkers, and with the Lord. It shifts 
our focus from asking “How can I be a friend, family 
member, neighbor, and servant to others?” to 
“What have they done for me lately?” We become 
more selfish instead of selfless.  
 

But, when we give, we do not have less, and we do 
not become less. We have more and become more. 
Because when we give, we join in the bond of 
friendship and family, the bond of service to those 
around us out of love for them. And love is the 
fulfillment of the Law. It is the nature of God 
Himself, for God is Love. Thus, we are participating 
in the divine nature. As Jesus said, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).   

 
From LCMS 

Stewardship—August 
We get more 

from giving 

than we do 

from simply 

getting. 

Stay connected to the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
 

IF YOU WANT HELP UNDERSTANDING the world from a Lutheran perspective:         
The Lutheran Witness  (lcms.org/witness) 
 

IF YOU LIKE HEARING directly from the president and other members of the president’s office:  Witness, 
Mercy, Life Together blog (wmltblog.org) 
 

IF YOU WANT TO CONNECT with other LCMS Lutherans:  LCMS Facebook (facebook.com/thelcms),  
Twitter (!thelcms), Instagram (thelcms) and Periscope 
 

IF YOU WANT TO HEAR from LCMS leadership:  Leader blog (blogs.lcms.org, category/leader-blog) 
 

IF YOU’RE SEARCHING for stories of the Church in action:  
 Lutherans Engage the World (lcms.org/lutheransengage) 
 

IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR NEWS:  Reporter (blogs.lcms.org/reporter) 
 

IF YOU CAN’T GET ENOUGH of all things mission:   
 Journal of Lutheran Mission (lcms.org/journaloflutheranmission) 
 

IF YOU WANT IT ALL:  LCMS News and Publications (blogs.lcms.org) 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      01 

 

02 
 

9:15 am:  Adult 
Bible Study 
10:30 am:  Worship 
 

03 

 

04 

 
 
6:30 pm: Elders 

05 

Office Closed 
Bulletin Deadline 
 
 

06 

 
 

07 

 

 
6:30 pm:  Council 

08 

 

09 

9:15 am:  Adult 
Bible Study 
10:30 am:  Worship 
& Communion 

10 

 
 

11 

 

 

12 

Office Closed 
Bulletin Deadline 
Saltshaker  
Deadline 
 

13 

 

14 

 
 
 
 
 

15 

 

16 

9:15 am:  Adult 
Bible Study 
10:30 am:  Worship 
 
 

17 18 19 

Office Closed 
Bulletin Deadline 
 
 

20 

 
 

21 

 
 

22 

 

23 

9:15 am:  Adult 
Bible Study 
10:30 am:  Worship 
& Communion 
 

24 

 
 

25 

 
 

26 

Office Closed 
Bulletin Deadline 

27 28 29 

30 

9:15 am:  Adult 
Bible Study 
10:30 am:  Worship 
   

31      
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August & September Anniversaries 
08/16   Karl & Melissa Noste 
08/27   Darryl & Marsha Edin 
09/01   Glen & Cheryl Kortlever 
09/06   Dave & Cindy McKay 
 
  

As the angels sing heavenly praises for our God above, 
As the dawn touches the Earth with its soft rays, 

As another chapter of your life starts anew, 
I wish that God will grant you your heart’s greatest desire 

And your presence endows peace to others  
as refreshing as the morning dew. 

Have a blessed and wonderful birthday or anniversary!  
————————————————— 

Note:  If your birthday or wedding anniversary is not 
listed on this page or if it is incorrect, please contact the 
church office so we can make the correction.  
 

Shut-ins:  Virginia Blackmore, Ken Hindman 

Assisting Us In Worship — August 

Altar Care 
Corinne Thorsen 

10:30 am Worship Service 
August 02 
Usher:   Patrick Heaviside 
Reader:  Corinne Thorsen 
Counters:  Barb A. / Micah P. 
Coffee Hostess: Sound:      
Elder on Duty:   Les Anderson 
 

August 09 
Usher:   Louie Kuljis 
Reader:  Rex Watt 
Counters:  Cheryl K. / Annie T. 
Coffee Hostess: Joy A. / Linda R. 
Sound:      
Elder on Duty:   Ross Abbe 
 

August 16 
Usher:   Roger Granger 
Reader:  Joe Dupuis 
Counters:  Linda R. / Peggy H. 
Coffee Hostess: Barb A. /  
Sound:      
Elder on Duty:   Kari Marttila 
  

August 23 
Usher:   Patrick Heaviside 
Reader:  Joe Dupuis 
Counters:  Barb A. / Kari M. 
Coffee Hostess: Dee W. / Susanne M. 
Sound:      
Elder on Duty:   Patrick O’Connor 
 

August 30 
Usher:   Louie Kuljis 
Reader:  Sally Pinski 
Counters:  Ron W. / Kelsey H. 
Coffee Hostess: 5th Sunday Potluck ??? 
Sound:      
Elder on Duty:   Les Anderson 
 

PLEASE NOTE:    Returning to a Worship Assistant / 

Volunteer Schedule is unknown at this time due to the 
COVID 19 regulations.  However, we are  planning so that 
we are ready when these restrictions have been lifted.  If 
you are not ready to serve, or would like your name to be 
removed, please let the office know a.s.a.p.     
FORWARD WITH GOD!   Tara 

Elder Care List  
 

A—Gra:      Les Anderson                360.739.9517 
H—Lu:        Ross Abbe                    360.908.2545 (c)   
       360. 734.9088 
M—Sch:     Kari Marttila                  360.318.5298 
Sm—Wri:   Patrick O’Connor          515.707.3928 

September Birthdays 
09/15  Kendra Anderson 
09/20  Abby Anderson 
09/20  Robert Burger 

August Birthdays 
08/02   Helen Granger 
08/06   Larry Schell 
08/09   Shelby Dupuis 
08/11   Joe Stephens 
08/13   Dale Harshman 
08/17   Marianne Giusti 
08/20   Richard Hallmark 
08/22   Hunter Kuljis 
08/23   Cheryl Kortlever 
08/25   Cindy McKay 
08/26   Jan Willand 
08/29   George Leonard 
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PLEASE NOTE:  THE EVENTS BELOW MAY ALL CHANGE AS NEW DEVELOPMENTS ARE 
ANNOUNCED REGARDING THE CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) UPDATES… 
 

TITHE ENVELOPES — Thank you for your continued tithe offerings.  Just a reminder 
to write out Redeemer Lutheran Church on your check.  Thank you. 

      You may continue to drop off your tithe envelopes to the secure Prayer Box. 
 

SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY MEETS AT 9:15 am:  "Insight into Today's Bible Readings".  We will be 
examining and discussing the scriptural readings for the day's service.   
 
 

ALTAR GUILD HELP NEEDED:  We could use a few more ladies (or gentlemen) from the church who would like 
to volunteer for this ministry.  For more information contact Lynnata M. 
 

2020 ALTAR FLOWERS SIGN-UP SHEET is posted on the bulletin board by the office.  This is an opportunity 
for you to have flowers placed on the altar in honor of a birthday, anniversary, memory, etc.  If you would like 
to place flowers on the alter for a special occasion, please place your name and phone number on the line 
corresponding with the date on the alter flower sign-up sheet. If you would like Lynnata to purchase flowers 
for you, please contact her - 360-318-5298. 
 
TUNE INTO THE LUTHERAN HOUR:  Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler, Lutheran Hour Speaker, gives a sermon each 
Sunday.  The program also features hymns and reflections on the texts. 

Online:   www.kfuo.org  Radio: 550AM   KARI   8:30 pm 
 
 

 
 

 
Dear Saints, 
 

The Church Council voted to return to the practice of making the Lutheran Witness available to church 
members by having the monthly magazine mailed directly to members’ homes.  This will take effect with the 
September issue.  Bulk copies of the magazine will no longer be available in 
the foyer area after the August issue.  As the Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod’s official magazine, the award-winning Lutheran Witness features 
timely and insightful stories and commentaries that interpret the 
contemporary world from a Lutheran Christian perspective.  We pray that you 
will enjoy receiving your personal copy. 
 
Blessings, 
Vicar Watt 
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Lutherans For Life Quote:  August 30  
 

“The One who created the heavens and the earth, the Author of the sun and 
the stars in the sky, is also the One who came Himself as the promise of light. 
Into the darkness of this world, the Word at the very beginning became flesh 
to dwell among us. Of this remarkably authored story, one witness writes: In 
Him was life and that life was the light of all people. The Light shines in the 
darkness and the darkness did not overcome it. (John 1:4-5)”  
 

Tejdor Tiewsoh, Ravi Zacharias International Ministries, Shillong, India – A Life Quote from Lutherans For 
Life • www.lutheransforlife.org 

SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP HOSTESS SCHEDULE    JULY – DECEMBER 2020 
Gracious!!!! What a year 2020 has been.  Our Lord has certainly humbled us to turn our eyes upon Him 
these past few months as so many unexpected/unknown circumstances have touched our lives.   
We’ve never experienced such a time as this and returning to a church fellowship schedule is unknown at 
this time.  However, we walk daily in God’s grace trusting in Him and we plan as best we know.  
Thus, we look ahead to the remainder of 2020 and give thanks for all of you who serve with joy-filled hospi-
tality and look forward to the opportunity to once again share and encourage one another over a cup of 
coffee and refreshments.     
 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 
Dee 

(A partial Hostess Volunteer Schedule is posted below.) 

AUGUST 02 BYOL Picnic—Cancelled   

AUGUST 09 Joy Anderson & Linda Reinikka   

AUGUST 16 Barb Abbe & Deanne Bowen   

AUGUST 23 Dee Watt & Susanne Martinsen   

AUGUST 30 5th Sunday Potluck— ???   

    

SEPTEMBER 06 Marianne Giusti & Sally Pinski Labor Day Weekend 

SEPTEMBER 13 Cheryl Kortlever & Jamie DuPuis   

SEPTEMBER 20 Heidi Kuljis & Micah Potvin   

SEPTEMBER 27 Sue Urbanec & Val Mossman   
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Rite of Confirmation

Susanne Martinsen

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism

Rowan Hogle

On Sunday, July 26, 2020 we had the privilege of witnessing the Sacrament of 
Holy Baptism for Rowan Hogle and the Rite of Confirmation for Susanne 
Martinsen by Pastor Dennis Wildermuth. 

We give our Lord thanks and praise for His work in their lives  
and pray that He continues to bless them as they grow  

in their faith at Redeemer.  
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Sunday School Newsletter  
 

Dear Redeemer Family, 
 
I hope you all have been enjoying summer and the beautiful sunshine!  
 
As different and unknown that things are right now I am hopeful we can have our annual 
rally day for Sunday School on Sunday, September 20th! If any of you are interested in 
helping or teaching in the 2020-21 Sunday School year please let me know!  
 
I look forward to teaching our Redeemer children bible stories and how much God loves 
them! 
 
In Christ’s Love,  
Heidi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 On Sunday, July 19, 2020 we had the 

privilege of welcoming into membership   
Carl and Mary Ann Olsen by letter of 
transfer. 
 
We joyfully welcome you into the life of 
our church. May we grow together in 
faith and be witnesses to the love of God 
and the peace of Christ.  



 12 

 

Redeemer Lutheran Preschool 
858 W. Smith Road 

Bellingham, WA  98226 

Dear Redeemer Family, 
 
Happy August!  
 
I am praying we can start preschool next month as “usual” but with that would come many 
changes to abide by the recommendations from the Whatcom County Health Department and 
the American Academy of Pediatrics. Many things can change before the start of school an 
praying God will be guiding me through every step, every decision to keep the teachers, 
students, and families healthy and safe!  
 
Thank you for your continued prayers and support! 
Blessings, Heidi 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Elmer’s glue sticks (48) 
Clorox wipes (LOTS)     Paper plates 6” (2 packs) 
Dixie Cups 5 oz (2 boxes)    Napkins (2 packs) 
Box of Goldfish crackers (1 Costco box)  Box of Fruit Snacks (1 Costco box) 
Dollar Tree GC      Hobby Lobby GC 
Michaels GC 

 
 
Preschool registration forms are posted on our website.  If you prefer, you may call the office and they will  
e-mail or mail you one. 
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SPREAD THE WORD 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL  

IS NOW ENROLLING … 

 

It's that time!  We are now enrolling for the 2020-2021 

school year.  If you would like to register, you can 

download the registration packet from our website 

(www.redeemerbellingham.com) or call the office and 

we will have one ready for you or we can email you 

one!   360-384-5923  
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The following was found at: https://www.gottesdienst.org/gottesblog/2020/6/29/praedicatio-crucis-satis-est, 
and was authored by Rev. Larry Beane 
 

The Preaching of the Cross is Enough! 
I recently received an email from a pastor questioning the paradigm in the LCMS that places a high value on 
“preaching the Gospel” and wondering if that “were enough’ - especially in light of racism, “LGBTQ issues” 
and “global warming.” 
 
Of course, as citizens in the Kingdom of the Left , we are all free to be as politically active as we believe is 
correct. We will come to different conclusions about controversial issues, and we will serve people in our 
congregations who may hold different views regarding social and political issues. 
 
But we must not be tempted to go the way of the “Social Gospel” - as many well-intentioned liberal church 
bodies did in the 19th and 20th centuries. As a result of focusing on social and political issues, many such 
churches have gone apostate in their confession of Jesus. In becoming social service organizations, many of 
these churches lost the saltiness of their theology of sin and grace, not to mention their confession of the 
“life of the world to come.” 
 
Regarding “LGBTQ issues,” there isn’t a lot of room for diversity among those who believe that the Scriptures 
are the very Word of God. Any expression of sexuality outside of monogamous opposite-sex sacramental 
matrimony is contrary to God’s design, and is sinful. It needs to be treated as such by pastors - even if it is 
uncomfortable and unpopular. The response to all sexual sin, whether heterosexual or otherwise, is to call 
the sinner to repentance - for that is the truly loving and accepting thing to do.  
 
“Global warming” is a matter of disagreement in the scientific community, and of course, it is highly 
politicized. Any attempt to force a single point of view on this issue would require ecclesiastical tyranny and 
the use of force by our district and synod presidents - powers that they rightfully lack. Not even the Pope of 
Rome has such powers over his priests and parishes. We must agree to disagree on this issue - if it even is an 
issue. 
 
But as for the first question about whether “preaching the Gospel” is “enough,” the question itself seems to 
assume the impotence of proclamation. According to our Lutheran theology, preaching is sacramental, it is 
efficacious, it brings the grace of God to the hearer in a supernatural way, creating faith, true saving faith, in 
the hearer - as we confess with St. Paul in Romans 10. To diminish the vocation of preacher and the divine 
power of the preached Word strikes me as indicative of the problem that led advocates of the “Social 
Gospel” in times past to reject the faith in exchange for social activism. It is no accident that the strongest 
“Social Gospel” denominations are often the weakest in their confession of Christ and critical doctrines like 
the virgin birth and the resurrection. Such churches almost inevitably reject the clear biblical teaching 
involving things like women’s “ordination” and homosexual “marriage” - as well as wandering from Scripture 
regarding abortion and the right to private property. It is fitting that St. Paul warned us to avoid preachers of 
“another Gospel” and consider them “accursed” (Greek: ἀνάθεμα) There is no “Social Gospel,” only the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, crucified “for us men and for our salvation.” 

 

submitted by Rex Watt 

https://www.gottesdienst.org/gottesblog/2020/6/29/praedicatio-crucis-satis-est
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%201%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%201%3A8&version=SBLGNT
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 Around the Blogosphere continued... 
 
As far as racism goes, it’s sinful to hate one’s brother for any reason, and it is indeed loathsome and sinful to 
hate people based on skin color. This really isn’t rocket science. And the church deals with this sin like any 
other sin - by calling people to repentance. But once again, the church is not a social studies class or a 
cultural sensitivity seminar. Unlike the world, we do not obsess over skin color. The Church transcends tribe 
and tongue. Sociology is not our main mission. Our mission is indeed the proclamation of the Gospel and the 
celebration of the sacraments to those of every tribe and tongue. And our preaching of the Gospel is 
sufficient when we preach in the broad sense of both Law and Gospel. Hatred of other people is sinful, and it 
is to be repented of. And it is a forgivable sin.  
 
A much worse sin than racism is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, the unforgivable sin, that is, unbelief. For 
this sin condemns. This sin is mortal. And this sin is rampant. This is the one sin that the church must truly 
engage in all times and places, and preaching the Word of God is the Church’s only response to this sin that is 
worse than racism by a magnitude of order. 
Three years ago, a young college student, a self-described “intersectional feminist” came up to me and 
asked, “What is your church doing about racism?” I told her that I love all of my parishioners of every color 
and ethnicity, as my own family. I’m with them in good times and bad. I’m in the hospital with them. I’m at 
their deathbeds with them. I forgive their sins, and I share the body and blood of Christ with them. I asked 
her, “But do you want to know what we really do in the Church?” I answered my own question, “We raise 
the dead.” She seemed to have trouble processing that response.  
 
This is what we do, Christians. We preach the life-giving Word of our Lord and Savior, who called Lazarus out 
of his grave. We distribute the Medicine of Immortality. We have the antidote to death itself. We raise the 
dead - not figuratively, but literally. And this eternal life that we offer through Word and Sacrament is 
available to all, for the sake of Christ, without regard to ethnicity or socio-economic status. It cannot be had 
by political activism or virtue-signaling, but rather only by the preached Word, by Baptism, by Absolution, 
and by the Eucharist.  
 
And in our mission of raising the dead, all of the flotsam and jetsam of this fallen world with which people 
are obsessed, all these things take a back seat - even to the point of becoming eternally irrelevant. All of the 
things of this world are passing away. In the words of the old Carthusian slogan: “Stat crux dum volvitur 
orbis” - while the world turns, the cross stands firm. Yes, we are free to be involved in social issues and 
political activism. But we Christians - especially pastors - would do well to keep things in perspective. What is 
truly important - and potent, even to the point of raising the dead - is the preaching of the cross. Satis est. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matt%2012%3A31&version=ESV
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Friendship is a priceless gift 
that cannot be bought or sold, 

But its value is far greater 
than a mountain made of gold. 

For gold is cold and lifeless, 
it can neither see nor hear 
And in the time of trouble 
it is powerless to cheer. 

It has no ears to listen 
nor heart to understand, 

It cannot bring you comfort 
or reach out a helping hand. 

So when you ask God for a gift 
Be thankful if He sends 

Not diamonds, pearls, or riches 
But the love of real true friends. 

A Priceless Gift 
 

By Helen Steiner Rice 

Blessed are they that have the gift of making 
friends, for it is one of God’s best gifts.  It in-
volves many things, but above all, the power 
of going out of one’s self, and appreciating 
whatever is noble and loving in another.  

 —Thomas Hughes 


