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From the Vicar’s Pen
Hurry up and wait! Anyone remember that? That was the way things seemed to always be in the
military, especially boot camp. While we are navigating this Covid-19 thing it does not appear that
anything is moving along in a hurry, but we are experiencing our share of waiting. Waiting for the
number of infections to decrease; waiting for the government to give the green light for public
gatherings, waiting for that stimulus check.

Jesus told his disciples to wait. Before His ascension He told them to “stay [wait] in the city [of
Jerusalem] until you are clothed with power from on high” (Luke 24:49; see also Acts 1:4-5). Those
ten days must have seemed like forever. They had never, during the past three years, been apart
from Jesus that long. We all know what happened next. “When the day of Pentecost arrived, they
were all together in one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared
to them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 2:1-4). Many Bible scholars call this
event “the birth of the Church.” One might more accurately say it is the birth of the New Testament
Church, which is the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham that in him all the nations will be
blessed. As we read the book of Acts, we see God fulfilling that promise as the Church, God’s people,
expands from Jerusalem, to Judea, to Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
While the disciples had to “wait for the promise of the Father” (Acts 1:4), you didn’t! At your Baptism
you received the promise of the Father, the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38-39). It was not you waiting for the
gift, but God waiting for you to recognize the gift He gave you. And He was patient toward you, as He
is toward all people (2 Pet 3:9). With this Holy Spirit we have been blessed with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places according to the Apostle Paul (Ephesians 1:3).
What we wait for now, is Christ’s return (Philippians 3:20-21). Oh, yes, we are still waiting for
infections to decrease, the government to allow us to gather again as Church, and maybe even for
that stimulus check. But these blessings are temporal. They do not hold a candle to the blessings
God has in store for us. We can be patient as our heavenly Father is patient; it is one of the fruits of
the Spirit He has given us (Galatian 5:22). We don’t have to worry about being in a hurry, God is
working all things according to His timetable. But we do wait. And as we wait, let’s take some of that
fruit of the Spirit, that love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control, and share it with our neighbor.
See you in church (sometime soon I pray),
Vicar Rex E. Watt
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Submitted by Ross Abbe
COVID-19 UPDATE
As this newsletter went to press, the State of Washington was under a “Stay Home, Stay Healthy” order that is
in effect at least through May 4. The governor has indicated that this order may well be extended, and that
when lifted, it will probably be in stages as recommended by public health officials. Redeemer Lutheran Church
will continue to adjust its services and outreach in compliance with public health guidelines. As this situation
evolves, the Board of Elders will determine how and when our schedule will resume. Please watch your email
for updates. If you do not have email, we will send you a letter or postcard to notify you of any significant
developments.
 All activities at Redeemer Lutheran Church have been suspended until further notice.
 The office (Tara) is on limited office hours until further notice.
Below is a list of online/streaming and/or services that are recommended for you during this time of
separation.
Messiah Lutheran Church, Marysville, WA
Pastor Kurt Onken, our Circuit Visitor for the Mount Baker Circuit. Pastor Onken is providing Matins live
streamed at 10:45 am on Sundays. You can also go to the link and watch previously recorded services.
http://www.messiah-lcms.org/
There is a link at the bottom right of the home page for “Live streaming & videos”
Messiah Lutheran Church, Seattle, WA
Pastor Trevor Mankin is providing Divine Service 3 (without Holy Communion) live streamed at 8:00 am
Sunday’s and Vespers at 7:00 pm Wednesday’s for Lent. You can even download a full worship bulletin as you
watch/listen.
https://www.messiahseattle.org/media/live-stream
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Spokane, WA
Pastor Mike Von Behren also serves as the third vice-president of the Northwest District. His sermons are
available at the link below.
https://www.holycrosslcms.net/sermons-video
The Lutheran Hour
Dr. Michael Zeigler hosts the flagship program for Lutheran Hour Ministries which has been broadcasting since
1930. A wealth of devotional materials can be found at:
https://www.lutheranhour.org/
KFUO Radio
The radio station of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod this resource has an absolute wealth of programming.
Highly recommended. KFUO Radio, a media ministry extension of LCMS congregations, shares Christ for you
anytime, anywhere on KFUO.org via worship services, Bible and theology studies, practical talk programs, and
sacred music. You can find programs on demand at kfuo.org and wherever you get your podcasts! Find us on
social: @KFUOradio on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.
https://www.kfuo.org/
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The sin of the world is paid for. God’s Law has been kept perfectly on our behalf. The prophecies have all been fulfilled. Jesus
Christ has finished it all! And that, dear Christians, should fill us with complete confidence in our salvation. Since Jesus has
finished all these things in His self-sacrifice, we can be fully certain our sins are forgiven, and we have everlasting life!
St. Paul wrote: “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” (Rom. 12:1)
We hear the same teaching in 1 Peter. “As you come to him, a living stone, rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and
precious, you yourselves, like living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 2:4-5)
It’s the very thing Malachi foretold of the Lord, that He would come and purify His priestly people, that they may offer to Him
an offering in righteousness. (Mal. 3:3)
So, what does this mean? In view of God’s mercies – that is, because Jesus sacrificed Himself to make us pure, giving His entire
self into death – Paul said that we are to sacrifice ourselves entirely to God, offering Him our whole lives. For our Savior did not
give Himself for us in part. So, we do not give back to Him in part.
We don’t offer ourselves to God just on Sunday mornings or Wednesday evenings, for example. Rather, we give Him our whole
selves, all the time. We understand that offering ourselves to God as living sacrifices involves the giving of our time. It requires
us to be faithful stewards of the time He has given us. Yes, it means we devote to our Savior all our time. Otherwise we are not
sacrificing our whole lives.
You see, God both teaches us, and has graciously qualified us, to present ourselves to Him as living sacrifices – to live as His
holy priests, who offer Him acceptable sacrifices through Jesus Christ, all day, every day, in our various callings.
In the passages from Romans and 1 Peter, we hear several examples of Christian self-sacrifice: serving, teaching, encouraging,
giving, leading, showing mercy, living peaceably with others, submitting to governing authorities and those over us in the
workplace, wives submitting to husbands, husbands honoring wives, showing compassion, and suffering patiently in doing
good.
In all these things, and in all our other everyday activities, we sacrifice ourselves by using our time, not just for our own
benefit, but also and especially for the well-being of others. Work time, school time, exercise time, study time, mealtime,
chore time, recreation and relaxation time, even sleep time – it’s all God’s gift to us to use for purposes that please and honor
Him.
This challenges us to think about the way we spend our time, how we utilize our talents, and the way we spend our treasures.
Whatever it is I’m doing, am I doing it “for the Lord”? (Col. 3:23) Am I presenting God a living sacrifice? Am I conducting myself
as a holy priest, whose sacrifice is acceptable to God?
Because our Lord sacrificed Himself wholly for us, we offer ourselves wholly to Him as living sacrifices. This is following Jesus in
self-sacrifice. By His saving mercy, yes, our sacrifice is acceptable to God. For the sake of Jesus’ finished work, God is pleased
with us.
From LCMS Stewardship
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A BIG Thank You for your faithful financial support of
Redeemer Lutheran Church during this Covid-19 ordeal.
Many have been regularly mailing in their offerings and
some have been using the locked prayer box located by the circular flower garden. While steps have been
taken to reduce expenditures during this pandemic, there are ongoing expenses, and your faithfulness is
making it possible for those expenditures to be met. God bless you for your generosity!
“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer
with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. And I am sure of this, that he
who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 1:3-6)
Vicar Rex E. Watt

RE-OPENING REDEEMER
Until the Covid-19 restrictions allow for gatherings, we will continue to provide devotional material via email
and snail mail. From what we see in Governor Inslee’s 4-phase plan, groups no larger than 5 will be allowed
in Phase 2, and groups no larger than 50 will be allowed in Phase 3. This would mean that we probably will
not be re-opening until Phase 3, whenever that may be.
I have, along with dozens of Lutheran clergy, signed a petition to Governor Inslee arguing for the permission
to re-open churches, and other religious gatherings, sooner than currently planned under the 4-phase plan. I
personally, have sent a letter to the Governor, citing his own words regarding the importance of allowing
recreational re-opening for peoples mental/physical health, and rephrasing it for spiritual re-opening for
peoples mental/spiritual health. We can only wait and see what these two letters accomplish.
When we do get to re-open Redeemer for public services, we will be doing so following whatever the new
guidelines regulate. I suspect that social distancing and wearing masks will still be part of protocol. We will
keep you informed as to the specifics once we see how it will play out. Once re-opening is on the table, I
want each of you to participate in public worship as your conscience dictates. If you prefer to ease back into
public worship at a slower pace, then feel free to do so.
Pastor Wildermuth and I have been discussing options for getting the Lord’s Supper to you. As this reopening plan unfolds, we will be in touch regarding how that may take place. Until then, thank you for your
prayers and your patience. Stay healthy.
Almighty God, heavenly Father, give us grace to trust You during this time of illness and distress. In mercy put
an end to the epidemic that afflicts us. Grant relief to those who suffer, and comfort all that mourn. Sustain
all medical personnel in their labors, and cause Your people ever to serve You in righteousness and holiness;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
Vicar Rex E. Watt
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Assisting Us In Worship — June
Altar Care
Lynnata Marttila
10:30 am Worship Service
June Birthdays
06/04
06/10
06/12
06/17
06/28
06/28
06/28

Corinne Thorsen
Patrick O’Connor
Alex Strong
Steve Potvin
Irene Walton
Rachel Hahn
Barb Abbe

July Birthdays
07/02
07/05
07/13
07/14
07/15
07/19
07/21
07/24

Brian Cobb
Linda Montgomery
Miller Littke
Sally Pinski
John Flarry
Sharon Schell
Glen Kortlever
Peggy Hind

June & July Anniversaries
06/14
06/20
06/27
07/04
07/04
07/11
07/24

Roger & Helen Granger — 60th anniversary
Randy & Deanne Bowen
John & Lynnea Flarry
Dennis & Sue Urbanec
George & Ann Leonard
Louie & Heidi Kuljis
Harold & Jamie Dupuis

As the angels sing heavenly praises for our God above,
As the dawn touches the Earth with its soft rays,
As another chapter of your life starts anew,
I wish that God will grant you your heart’s greatest desire
And your presence endows peace to others
as refreshing as the morning dew.
Have a blessed and wonderful birthday or anniversary!

—————————————————
Note: If your birthday or wedding anniversary is not
listed on this page or if it is incorrect, please contact the
church office so we can make the correction.
Shut-ins: Virginia Blackmore, Ken Hindman

Elder Care List
A—Gra:
H—Lu:

Ross Abbe

M—Sch: Kari Marttila
Sm—Wri: Patrick O’Connor

June 07
Usher:
Reader:
Counters:
Coffee Hostess:
Sound:
Nursery:
Elder on Duty:
Children’s Worship:
June 14
Usher:
Reader:
Counters:
Coffee Hostess:
Sound:
Nursery:
Elder on Duty:
Children’s Worship:
June 21
Usher:
Reader:
Counters:
Coffee Hostess:
Sound:
Nursery:
Elder on Duty:
Children’s Worship:
June 28
Usher:
Reader:
Counters:
Coffee Hostess:
Sound:
Nursery:
Elder on Duty:
Children’s Worship:

Roger Granger
Joe Dupuis
Cheryl K. / Annie T.
Barb A. / Deanne B.
???
Parental Supervision

Patrick Heaviside
Rex Watt
Linda R. / Kari M.
Dee W. / Joy A.
???
Parental Supervision

Louie Kuljis
Sally Pinski
Barb A. / Peggy H.
Marianne G. / Sally P.
???
Parental Supervision

Roger Granger
Rex Watt
Ron W. / Kelsey H.
Cheryl K. / Jamie D.
???
Parental Supervision

NOTE: I changed the Sunday dates, but left the
names in place since we did not meet in May.

(c) 360.908.2545
360. 734.9088
360.318.5298
515.707.3928
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PLEASE NOTE: THE EVENTS BELOW MAY ALL CHANGE AS NEW DEVELOPMENTS ARE
ANNOUNCED REGARDING THE CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) UPDATES…
TITHE ENVELOPES — Thank you for your continued tithe offerings. I would like to ask
you to write out Redeemer Lutheran Church on your check. Thank you.
ALTAR GUILD HELP NEEDED: We could use a few more ladies (or gentlemen) from the church who would
like to volunteer for this ministry. For more information contact Lynnata M.
2020 ALTAR FLOWERS SIGN-UP SHEET is posted on the bulletin board by the office. This is an opportunity
for you to have flowers placed on the altar in honor of a birthday, anniversary, memory, etc. If you would like
to place flowers on the alter for a special occasion, please place your name and phone number on the line
corresponding with the date on the alter flower sign-up sheet. If you would like Lynnata to purchase flowers
for you, please contact her - 360-318-5298.

We would like to wish All you Men out there
a Happy Father’s Day!
Along with our father’s nurturing us,
you too have nurtured us.
Thank you!
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SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP SERVERS it’s time for a new 6 month schedule (July thru December 2020) for our
hostesses. Should any of you who currently serve need to make adjustments in the scheduling OR perhaps
you wish to be included in the schedule, please contact Dee by JUNE 15th.
We give our Lord thanks for each of you who share your gift of hospitality in serving refreshments and we’ve
surely missed our fellowship in our time apart. God has been faithful and graciously cared for our Redeemer
family throughout this pandemic and we look forward to once again gathering together in worship and
fellowship.
Should you need to contact me (Dee) you may call: 360-393-3941, C# 360-220-5793 or email at
dlwatt@comcast.net. “May the Lord watch between you and me when we are absent one from another.”
Gen. 31:49

Due to the Covid19 pandemic we believe our Food Banks could use a little
help. So, we are inviting each of you to help restock our local Food Banks. You
may bring your non-perishable food donations to Redeemer on Friday’s, 9am til
Noon and Val will deliver the collected items to the Food Banks. We will have a
bin outside the office door for your donations.

And...when we do return to worshipping together again on Sunday’s, we are
inviting each of you to help restock our local Food Ferndale Bank. On the first
Sunday we return, you may bring your Thanksgiving offering of non-perishable
food donations right to the chancel, before the service, so that these foods may
be blest before going on to the Food Bank. From then on in gatherings will be as
they used to be.
“Come Lord Jesus be our guest
and let these gifts to others be blest. Amen” and thank you.
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Sunday School Newsletter — June
Hello Sunday School families and members of Redeemer! I miss teaching Sunday school on
Sundays and being able to see all of you. I pray you are all well and clinging on to God’s
word during this difficult time. We are sending a little something to each one of the Sunday
school children to let you know we are thinking about you and keeping you in my prayers. I
hope you enjoy the items in the package! I look forward to hopefully see you this month
sometime!
As our education programs come to a close for the 2019-2020 school year I would like to
take a moment and pay a tribute to Al Reinikka! He is truly missed and I think of him all the
time! There are so many things I have done since he has been gone that I think, “Al would
be doing this right now or if Al were here he would…” He was my mentor and my biggest
fan getting into the education position(s) at Redeemer and I can only hope I’m doing half as
good a job as he did. I know he is up in heaven cheering me on and looking down on me.
He and Linda have been amazing teachers over my growing up years here at Redeemer. I
have him to thank for his compassion and dedication to our church and all the children who
have come through our door! I continue to share the love and compassion as he did for all
these children and I cannot thank him enough! I miss and love you Al! Thank you!
Blessings to all, Heidi
360-815-0295
PreSchool@RedeemerBellingham.com
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Redeemer Lutheran Preschool
858 W. Smith Road
Bellingham, WA 98226
May 2020
Dear Redeemer Family,
Another year of preschool is over! It definitely was a different ending to a school year but I was very thankful
God gave us the opportunity to have a parking lot graduation celebration on May 20 th at the church and He even
supplied sunshine! We had all but one child attend the celebration and I think all the parents were thankful and
enjoyed what we were able to do.
I do plan on having an end of the year picnic as we usually do sometime in June at the preschool on the
playground and field. I continue to be blessed through each one of these children God has given us to share His
word and teach.
I am looking forward to a new year and praying we will be able to start in September. Prayers for all teachers
and students finishing out the year and for a more “normal” school routine in the fall. Thank you for your
continued support and prayers, our preschool would not be successful without all of you!
Much love and summer blessings, Heidi
360-815-0295
PreSchool@RedeemerBellingham.com
Preschool registration forms are posted on our website. If you prefer, you may call the office and they will
e-mail or mail you one.
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Blessings on Your
Graduation!
Congratulations to:
Mason, Rowan, Jace, Tyce, Kai,
Carter, Nash, Lyla, Jace,
Ashmeet and Teigan
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SPREAD THE WORD
REDEEMER LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL
IS NOW ENROLLING …
It's that time! We are now enrolling for the 2020-2021
school year. If you would like to register, you can
download the registration packet from our website
(www.redeemerbellingham.com) or call the office and
we will have one ready for you or we can email you
one! 360-384-5923
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Lutherans For Life Quote: June 7
“As you love the Savior, and through Him the members of your family, seek to
remember how it is when Christ attends a wedding. He is not only to be a permanent
and prominent Guest in your home; He should be its most visible centerpiece, enriching
your marriage and empowering your relationships with others.”
Rev. Dr. Armin Oldsen, former speaker of “The Lutheran Hour” – A Life Quote from
Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org

Stay connected to the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
IF YOU WANT HELP UNDERSTANDING the world from a Lutheran perspective:
The Lutheran Witness (lcms.org/witness)
IF YOU LIKE HEARING directly from the president and other members of the president’s office: Witness,
Mercy, Life Together blog (wmltblog.org)
IF YOU WANT TO CONNECT with other LCMS Lutherans: LCMS Facebook
Twitter (!thelcms), Instagram (thelcms) and Periscope

(facebook.com/thelcms),

IF YOU WANT TO HEAR from LCMS leadership: Leader blog (blogs.lcms.org, category/leader-blog)
IF YOU’RE SEARCHING for stories of the Church in action:
Lutherans Engage the World (lcms.org/lutheransengage)

IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR NEWS: Reporter (blogs.lcms.org/reporter)
IF YOU CAN’T GET ENOUGH of all things mission:
Journal of Lutheran Mission (lcms.org/journaloflutheranmission)
IF YOU WANT IT ALL: LCMS News and Publications (blogs.lcms.org)

Free Cards

Share God’s Word by Using Free Gideon Cards
How would you like to extend the missionary outreach of our church to some 200
countries around the world? You are encouraged to use Gideon cards to send the
Word and Change a Life!
Every time you send a Gideon card, your donation for Bibles will send God’s
Word to someone who desperately needs it—perhaps in your own neighborhood or somewhere else around the world.
Gideon cards can be given in the memory of someone special (sympathy
cards) or for any special occasion, and that’s a life-changing difference!
Check out the display of free Gideon cards in our church. Where are they?
They are on the wooden shelf at the back wall in the fellowship room. Help
yourself. Then, let these cards acknowledge your gift in memory or in honor of
someone, and provide Bibles, helping fulfill the Great Commission. Thank you for
sharing God’s Word around the world.
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