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From the Vicar’s Pen
John 1:14 says, “And the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth.”
I have a question for you. “Do struggle more
with the divinity of Jesus, or his humanity?”
We confess in the Nicene Creed concerning
Jesus, that he is “the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very
God, begotten, not made; who for us men
and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit
of the virgin Mary and was made man…”
The Second Article of the Apostles Creed
begins, “And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried…” In Luther’s explanation of that
Second Article, he writes, “What does this
mean? (It means) I believe that Jesus Christ,
true God, begotten of the Father from all
eternity, and also true man, born of the
Virgin Mary, is my Lord…” (emphasis added
by me)
I don’t know about you, but I think I have
struggled more over the humanity of Jesus.
I’ve always believed that the Bible passages
pointing to Jesus as being God are pretty
clear: John 1:1, “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God”; John 10:10, “I and the

Father are one”; Thomas’ response to seeing
the resurrected Jesus in John 20:28, “My
Lord and my God!”; Matthew’s declaration of
Jesus’ fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy in Matthew
1:23, “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and they shall call his name
Immanuel (which means, God with us)”; and
John’s comment in 1 John 5:20, “And we
know that the Son of God has come and has
given us understanding, so that we may
know him who is true; and we are in him who
is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true
God and eternal life.” I’ve got no problem
with believing Jesus is divine; my problem is
believing that Jesus became “like me”
because I know me.
Scripture tells us that Jesus became incarnate
(in flesh) which means he had, and actually
still has (Lk 24:39; Jn 20:20,27) a human
body. Does it mean he experienced all the
things you and I experience with our bodies?
Yes! He grew (Lk 2:40,52), grew tired (Jn
4:6), hungered (Mt 4:2), got thirsty (Jn
19:28), experienced weakness (Mt 4:11; Lk
23:26), and even died (Lk 23:46).
Jesus also had a human heart which
experienced emotional ups and downs. He
experienced joy (Jn 15:11), sorrow (Mt
26:38), he wept (Jn 11:35), and felt great
anguish (Heb 5:7). Does this mean that Jesus
experienced all the emotions, feelings, and
stresses that we do? Again, yes!
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And he even had a human mind! We sometimes struggle over the fact that Jesus said, “But
concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father” (Mk 13:32), but Scripture also tells us in Luke 2:52, “And Jesus increased in
wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.” When we ask the question, “If Jesus is
God, and God knows everything, how can it be that Jesus doesn’t know when his own second
coming will be?” We tend to forget that in addition to being fully God, Jesus is also fully human,
with both, an infinite, divine mind, and a finite, human mind. Finite human minds are not
omniscient (all knowing). As paradoxical as it is, Scripture affirms Jesus knows both, all things
as God (Jn 2:24-25), and doesn’t know all things as man. For the unique, two-natured, singular
person of Jesus Christ, this is not a contradiction – but a peculiar glory for the God-man.1
Jesus even exhibits two wills, one divine, and the other human (see Jn 6:38 and Mt 26:39).
Jesus exhibits a divine will that is one with God, and a human will that is in perfect submission
to God.
Jesus is like us in every respect — human body, heart, mind, and will — except for sin (Hebrews
2:17; 4:15). How amazing that the divine Son of God would not just take on part of our
humanity on that first Christmas, but all of it — and then take that true humanity all the way to
the cross for us, and now into heaven and the new creation.
Jesus took a human body to save our bodies. And he took a human mind to save our minds.
Without becoming man in his emotions, he could not have rescued our hearts. And without
taking a human will, he could not save our broken and wandering wills. In the words of Gregory
of Nazianzus, “That which he has not assumed he has not healed.”2
If you struggle with either the divinity of Jesus, or his humanity, I hope this little study helps.
Something that may also help is a new internet TV series I have recently come across (kudo’s to
Pastor Mossman for telling me about it). It’s called: The Chosen. You can find it on YouTube…
just search “You Tube – the Chosen” or you can go to: https://studios.vidangel.com/the-chosen.
Season One is complete (with 8 episodes), and they are working on season two. I’m hooked.
It’s refreshing. It’s not the typical History Channel or PBS presentation of Jesus. Be prepared
for “some liberties” in what you may perceive about the
biblical characters. But remember, they all were human. Even
Jesus. Don’t be put off by the humanity of your Lord Jesus. If
he didn’t become one of us…he couldn’t be our Redeemer. He
needed to be both, fully God, and fully human. And he is, God
be praised!
Vicar Rex E. Watt
1
2

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/jesus-is-fully-human
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/jesus-is-fully-human
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We celebrate the Reformation at the end of each
October. The Reformation began on All Saints’ Eve in
1517, which was when Martin Luther posted the 95
Theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg.
So, let’s hear from Luther himself on the topic of giving
and stewardship.
In the Small Catechism under the Table of Duties,
Martin Luther gives specific Bible passages to help
Christians know their duty in their various vocations as
members of their family, society at large, and in God’s
family, the Church. Under the heading “What Hearers
Owe Their Pastors,” Luther lists five passages from the
Bible, three of which have to do with giving to your
local congregation. They are these:
“The Lord has commanded that those who preach the
gospel should receive their living from the gospel.” (1
Cor. 9:14)
“Anyone who receives instruction in the word must
share all good things with his instructor. Do not be
deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he
sows.” (Gal. 6:6–7)
“The elders [presbyters, i.e., pastors] who direct the
affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor,
especially whose work is preaching and teaching. For
the Scripture says, ‘Do not muzzle the ox while it is
treading out the grain,’ and ‘The worker deserves his
wages.’ ” (1 Tim. 5:17–18)
Luther comments on these passages in his 1535
Lectures on Galatians. He wrote:
“When Paul says ‘all good things,’ this is not to
be taken to mean that everyone should share all
his possessions with his preacher. No, it means
that he should provide for him liberally, giving
him as much as is needed to support his life in
comfort. … The apostle is so serious in
advocating this topic of support for preachers

that he adds a threat to his denunciation and
exhortation, saying: ‘God is not mocked.’ … All
this pertains to the topic of support for
ministers. I do not like to interpret such
passages; for they seem to commend us, as in
fact they do. In addition, it gives the appearance
of greed if one emphasizes these things
diligently to one’s hearers. Nevertheless, people
should be taught also about this matter, in
order that they may know that they owe both
respect and support to their preachers. Christ
teaches the same thing in Luke 10:7: ‘Eating and
drinking what they provide, for the laborer
deserves his wages’; and Paul says elsewhere (1
Cor. 9:13–14): ‘Do you not know that those who
are employed in the temple service get their
food from the temple, and those who serve at
the altar share in the sacrificial offerings? In the
same way the Lord commanded that those who
proclaim the Gospel should get their living by
the Gospel.’ It is important for us who are in the
ministry to know this, so that we do not have a
bad conscience about accepting for our work
wages … it happens when those who proclaim
the glory of God and faithfully instruct the youth
derive their livelihood from them. It is
impossible that one man should be devoted to
household duties day and night for his support
and at the same time pay attention to the study
of Sacred Scripture, as the teaching ministry
requires. Since God has commanded and
instituted this, we should know that we may
with a good conscience enjoy what is provided
for the comfortable support of our lives from
church properties to enable us to devote
ourselves to our office.” (LW 27:125–126)
From LCMS Stewardship—October
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Assisting Us In Worship — OCTOBER
Altar Care
Val Mossman

PLEASE NOTE: Returning to a Worship Assistant /
October Birthdays
10/06
10/08
10/10
10/10
10/12
10/12
10/13
10/13
10/13
10/31

Sue Urbanec
Linda Reinikka
Darryl Edin
Rowan Hogle
Connor Dupuis
Elsie Were
Vera Littke
Les Anderson
Margaret Frost
Deanne Bowen

November Birthdays
11/02
11/07
11/11
11/12
11/16
11/18
11/21
11/25
11/25

Karl Noste
Kari Marttila
Annie Thorsen
Jason Gansler
Micah Potvin
Dave McKay
Draven Cobb
Randy Bowen
Connor Noste

October & November Anniversaries
10/17 Rex & Dee Watt
As the angels sing heavenly praises for our God above,
As the dawn touches the Earth with its soft rays,
As another chapter of your life starts anew,
I wish that God will grant you your heart’s greatest desire
And your presence endows peace to others
as refreshing as the morning dew.
Have a blessed and wonderful birthday or anniversary!

—————————————————
Note: If your birthday or wedding anniversary is not
listed on this page or if it is incorrect, please contact the
church office so we can make the correction.
Shut-ins: Virginia Blackmore, Ken Hindman

Volunteer Schedule is unknown at this time due to the
COVID 19 regulations. However, we are planning so that
we are ready when these restrictions have been lifted. If
you are not ready to serve, or would like your name to be
removed, please let the office know a.s.a.p. FORWARD
WITH GOD! Tara

10:30 am Worship Service
October 04
Usher:
Reader:
Counters:
Coffee Hostess:
Sound:
Elder on Duty:
October 11
Usher:
Reader:
Counters:
Coffee Hostess:
Sound:
Elder on Duty:
October 18
Usher:
Reader:
Counters:
Coffee Hostess:
Sound:
Elder on Duty:
October 25
Usher:
Reader:
Counters:
Coffee Hostess:
Sound:
Elder on Duty:

Patrick Heaviside
Joe Dupuis
Ron W. / Kelsey H.
Joy A. / Linda R.
Ross Abbe
Louie Kuljis
Rex Watt
Barb A. / Micah P.
Barb A. / ???
Kari Marttila
Roger Granger
Ross Abbe
Cheryl K. / Annie T.
Dee W. / Susanne M.
Patrick O’Connor
Patrick Heaviside
Rex Watt
Linda R. / Peggy H.
Marianne G. / Sally P.
Les Anderson

Elder Care List
A—Gra:
H—Lu:

Les Anderson
Ross Abbe

M—Sch: Kari Marttila
Sm—Wri: Patrick O’Connor

360.739.9517
360.908.2545 (c)
360. 734.9088
360.318.5298
515.707.3928
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PLEASE NOTE: THE EVENTS BELOW MAY ALL CHANGE AS NEW DEVELOPMENTS ARE
ANNOUNCED REGARDING THE CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) UPDATES…
TITHE ENVELOPES — Thank you for your continued tithe offerings. Just a reminder
to write out Redeemer Lutheran Church on your check. Thank you.
You may continue to drop off your tithe envelopes to the secure Prayer Box.
FROM THE OFFICE: FINAL CALL for Directory Edits: I would like to update the church directory and need your
help. If any of your information in the March 2019 directory has changed or you are not listed, please send
me an email at office@redeemerbellingham.com by Monday, October 05. Thank you!
SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY MEETS AT 9:15 am: "Insight into Today's Bible Readings". We will be
examining and discussing the scriptural readings for the day's service.
WOMEN’S MONDAY MORNING FALL BIBLE STUDY on Ephesians is on hold until further notice. Val M.
THURSDAY LADIES LYNDEN BIBLE STUDY: Is thinking of starting up again Thursday, September 24, at her
Lynnata’s home in Lynden. (We can meet in my backyard [with social distancing] until the weather changes.)
If you are interested in joining this group, or would like more information, please contact Lynnata at
360.318.5298.
ALTAR GUILD HELP NEEDED: We could use a few more ladies (or gentlemen) from the church who would like
to volunteer for this ministry. For more information contact Lynnata M.
2020 ALTAR FLOWERS SIGN-UP SHEET is posted on the bulletin board by the office. This is an opportunity
for you to have flowers placed on the altar in honor of a birthday, anniversary, memory, etc. If you would like
to place flowers on the alter for a special occasion, please place your name and phone number on the line
corresponding with the date on the alter flower sign-up sheet. If you would like Lynnata to purchase flowers
for you, please contact her - 360-318-5298.
TUNE INTO THE LUTHERAN HOUR: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler, Lutheran Hour Speaker, gives a sermon each
Sunday. The program also features hymns and reflections on the texts.
Online: www.kfuo.org
Radio: 550AM KARI 11:30 am
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Interfaith Coalition’s annual winter warmth drive provides warm
outerwear for everyone from babies to seniors.
Please bring clean, gently used or new winter coats, and jackets,
gloves and scarves to worship services now through Wed., Oct. 7th.
Our coats will be distributed in our Ferndale area through United
Church of Ferndale.
If you are a knitter, hand made scarves and hats are treasured.
This year, due to COVID we are asked to launder the coats and place
in plastic bags and then label with the number and sizes of the coats
inside. This of course requires more work of you. Thank you for
sharing the warmth.
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Jim Hendricks

Sowing in the morning, sowing seeds of kindness,
Sowing in the noontide and the dewy eve;
Waiting for the harvest, and the time of reaping,
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves.
Bringing in the sheaves, bringing in the sheaves,
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves;
Bringing in the sheaves, bringing in the sheaves,
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves.
Sowing in the sunshine, sowing in the shadows,
Fearing neither clouds nor winter's chilling breeze;
By and by the harvest, and the labor ended,
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves.
Bringing in the sheaves, bringing in the sheaves,
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves;
Bringing in the sheaves, bringing in the sheaves,
We shall come…

Psalm 126:6
He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him.
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Sunday School Newsletter
Hello Sunday School Families!

I can’t believe school has been at a halt since March and the time is here where school is beginning again
whether remotely or in person and yet it feels like it’s been forever since we have met for Sunday School.
With many people unsure of this unknown situation and everyone’s comfort levels are different I will be
giving or mailing out our weekly Sunday School lessons for you to read and complete at home. On the last
Sunday of every month we will meet for Sunday School during the sermon and go over all the lessons we
read that month. We will meet up front for a children’s song and then head to the Sunday School room.
Hopefully as the year goes on and people feel more comfortable we can meet weekly again! If anyone is
interested in helping with Sunday School please let me know.
I look forward to seeing you on Sunday, October 25th and you will receive your first lesson on October 4th
or around there if it’s mailed!

I hope all of you are having a good start to your academic school year! I pray your year is safe and healthy
and a memorable one! Remember to keep God close and pray every day so you can GROW, GROW,
GROW!
School Fall Blessings,
Heidi

SPREAD THE WORD
REDEEMER LUTHERAN
PRESCHOOL
IS NOW ENROLLING …
It's that time! We are now enrolling for the 2020-2021
school year. If you would like to register, you can
download the registration packet from our website
(www.redeemerbellingham.com) or call the office and
we will have one ready for you or we can email you
one! 360-384-5923
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Redeemer Lutheran Preschool
858 W. Smith Road
Bellingham, WA 98226
Happy Fall Y’all!

We are starting preschool on October 1st and I couldn’t be more excited! We had our parent orientation that
went well, we have a potential preschool assistant, and I am looking forward to a fun start to the school year!
We currently have 11 students in our M/W/F class and 7 students in our T/TH class! There are many changes
and precautions we will be taking this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic and prayers for a healthy and safe
year would be much appreciated!
We will be able to go on our pumpkin patch field trip and have our pumpkin carving night so I look forward to
that super fun fall activity!
I look forward to watching these children learn and grow in God’s word!
Thank you to all of you who have brought some wish list items in! I am so blessed to have such amazing giving
hearts and support! I know many of you pray for us daily and I can feel the love and God’s loving hands guiding
me through this journey!
Fall Blessings,
Heidi

Elmer’s glue sticks (18)
Clorox wipes (LOTS)
Dixie Cups 5 oz (2 boxes)
Napkins (2 packs)
Paper plates 6” (2 packs)

Hobby Lobby Gift Cards
Michaels Gift Cards
Dollar Tree Gift Cards

Preschool registration forms are posted on our website. If you prefer, you may call the office and they will
e-mail or mail you one.
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submitted by Rex Watt

You are Qualified to teach the Faith at home
Teaching at home is a concept that has rocked the world of young families this year. Honestly, not even
simply teaching at home, but being at home while trying to navigate the rest of life is a lot of work!
You Are Equipped
It’s scary to find yourself in charge of something you do not feel qualified or equipped to do. That’s why we
have trained professionals, right? When it comes to teaching, some subjects do require extra training, such
as specialized school courses in which your child may be enrolled. However, when it comes to faith and
character, God has qualified and equipped you to be that teacher for your child. Teaching faith does not require a specific curriculum; it requires you to live out your faith so your children can see what that looks like.
The truth is, you will teach your child about faith no matter what you do. The question is what you will teach
them. Will you teach that God’s Word is important enough to hear every Sunday, or just when it works for
your family’s schedule? Will you teach that forgiveness leads to healing, or that it’s better to hold on to anger as long as possible? It’s not a matter of whether you will teach, but what. And that “what” is often most
clearly taught through what you show rather than just what you say.
Encouragement for Nervous Parents
The church has tried for years to help shift the mindset that the professionals handle faith best. But both
families and church leaders have struggled because the reality is it’s easier to drop a child off at a program,
and it’s easier to have control over what’s taught when the professional does it. Plus, professional-led programming is the model that we know and are most familiar with, and some aspects of it do work to varying
degrees. But alas, I digress.
Then COVID-19 hit, and all the familiar ways of programming turned upside down. It has been a frustrating
journey, to say the least. But it has also jolted us back to the truth that what happens at home is important.
Teaching faith at home is important. Responding to truly difficult times with calm and prayer is important.
As fall approaches, the church has a sudden opportunity to help and support parents in doing these truly important things. Remember, parents, you are already qualified. God has qualified you, redeemed you,
blessed you with the vocation of caregiver, and called you to talk about God with your children throughout
everyday life (see Deuteronomy 6). You can do it!
Use the Small Catechism
In the Small Catechism itself, Martin Luther prefaces each section with the words, “as the head of the family
should teach it in a simple way to his household.” There will always be questions that you are not able to
answer. Do not let that become a stumbling block to your ability to teach your children what you do know.
You know how to find answers when you need them.
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The Lamb

Around the Blogosphere continued…
And speaking of, the Small Catechism is an excellent tool to get you started if you need topics of conversaWilliam
Blake
tion on faith. Review
the Ten Commandments
each night for a month. Look up the Bible verses that help
explain them further and show how they apply to our lives.
Again, it’s scary to be put in charge of something you do not feel qualified for. But know that you are qualified to nurture your child’s faith. Pastors are important. Professional church workers such as DCEs, teachers,
missionaries, and so on are still important. But you are also important. May you always lean on Jesus, your
Savior, the author and perfecter of your faith.

Blogpost found at:
https://blog.cph.org/teach/you-are-qualified-to-teach-the-faith-at-home?utm_campaign=CPH%20Blog%
20Posts&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=92322995&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9cb3vfljjrIJuMihdSpN9XxlX89lkkEvPHUPUmnJFhl3QBBJTWAfLebMNocJpLR8yRZ5Kp5Ar4T7MIKHm6s9mWWhnIw&utm_content=92322995&utm_source=hs_email
Written by Lindsey Hayes
Lindsey is a director of Christian education currently serving as a preschool teacher in Indiana. She loves
helping people pass on faith in Jesus to the next generation, and she is thankful for the work of the Holy Spirit, who actually makes it happen.
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Lutherans For Life Quote: October 4
“Whenever I read Scripture that talks about how much God loves each of us,
that He has created us, and that He wants us to share His love, I am always
struck by the lack of qualifiers. I do not see where God makes distinctions
about who He loves and calls into His family. He loves and calls all—each and
every one of us.”
Mona Fuerstenau, Bethesda Lutheran Communities – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life •
www.lutheransforlife.org

Stay connected to the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
IF YOU WANT HELP UNDERSTANDING the world from a Lutheran perspective:
The Lutheran Witness (lcms.org/witness)
IF YOU LIKE HEARING directly from the president and other members of the president’s office: Witness,
Mercy, Life Together blog (wmltblog.org)
IF YOU WANT TO CONNECT with other LCMS Lutherans: LCMS Facebook
Twitter (!thelcms), Instagram (thelcms) and Periscope

(facebook.com/thelcms),

IF YOU WANT TO HEAR from LCMS leadership: Leader blog (blogs.lcms.org, category/
leader-blog)

IF YOU’RE SEARCHING for stories of the Church in action:
Lutherans Engage the World (lcms.org/lutheransengage)
IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR NEWS: Reporter (blogs.lcms.org/reporter)
IF YOU CAN’T GET ENOUGH of all things mission:
Journal of Lutheran Mission (lcms.org/journaloflutheranmission)
IF YOU WANT IT ALL: LCMS News and Publications (blogs.lcms.org)

Free Cards

Share God’s Word by Using Free Gideon Cards
How would you like to extend the missionary outreach of our church to some 200
countries around the world? You are encouraged to use Gideon cards to send the
Word and Change a Life!
Every time you send a Gideon card, your donation for Bibles will send God’s
Word to someone who desperately needs it—perhaps in your own neighborhood or somewhere else around the world.
Gideon cards can be given in the memory of someone special (sympathy
cards) or for any special occasion, and that’s a life-changing difference!
Check out the display of free Gideon cards in our church. Where are they?
They are on the wooden shelf at the back wall in the fellowship room. Help
yourself. Then, let these cards acknowledge your gift in memory or in honor of
someone, and provide Bibles, helping fulfill the Great Commission. Thank you for
sharing God’s Word around the world.
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