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From the Vicar’s Pen
It was good to see you! It’s been two weeks now since Redeemer re-opened its doors for public
worship and we’ve been blessed to see several of you in person. Seems a little strange to have to
block off pews, wear masks, and muffle our singing, but these are minor inconveniences compared to
the potential downside of acquiring this virus. My youngest step-daughter works in diagnostic
ultrasound at Providence Hospital, Portland, OR and having been called on to assist in treatment of
Covid-19 patients, she tells her mother and I, “Don’t mess with this! It can be very serious.” Our own
Patrick O’Connor, a respiratory therapist at St. Joseph Medical Center, ditto’s her concern.
There is a difference between living in fear and living cautiously. As we heard last Sunday, Jesus
repeatedly told his disciples as he sent them out upon their mission, “Do not fear.” There certainly
were things to be concerned about. There could be rejection, persecution, family division, and even
martyrdom. We modern American Christians face many of the same things, except for martyrdom,
and Jesus’ words to his apostles are as valid for us as for them. As God’s people, we do not need to
live in fear.
Isaiah 41:10 Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I
will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.
Philippians 4:6-7 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Psalm 23:4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you
are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
Psalm 118:6-7 The Lord is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do to me? The Lord is on my
side as my helper; I shall look in triumph on those who hate me.
Rest assured, dear Saints, your Lord is with you no matter what you face. He holds you in his hands;
he’s got you covered. That being said, there is no reason to become reckless in our living.
Proverbs 14:16 (NLT)
confidence.
Proverbs 22:3

The wise are cautious and avoid danger; fools plunge ahead with reckless

The prudent sees danger and hides himself, but the simple go on and suffer for it.
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There is a difference between
living in fear
and
living cautiously.
Vicar’s Pen continued…
Ephesians 5:15-17 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use
of the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the
Lord is.
During this recovery period of re-opening churches, businesses, and other facilities we will be taking
advantage of every opportunity we can to make God’s Word and Sacraments available to God’s
people. For some that will mean returning to worship, for others that will mean returning to worship
and Bible class/Bible studies, and for yet for others it may mean holding off until the risk of exposure is
diminished even more. Wherever you fall, dear Saints, know this: God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
is watching over you and caring for you. You are his child, and as we walk through this viral shadow,
your Lord is with you; his rod and staff are there to comfort you; he has prepared a feast just for you;
his goodness and mercy shall be with you always; you will always dwell with him in his house, now and
forever.
Vicar Rex E. Watt
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“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” asked the rich young ruler. Jesus said, “You know the
commandments.” And the ruler replied, “All these I have kept from my youth.” And Jesus said to him, “One thing
you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow
me.” (Luke 18:18–22)
As we listen to this, one question is raised in our minds: Is Jesus speaking to us also or only to the rich young ruler?
In other words, is Jesus telling us to sell all that we have and give it to the poor? As good Lutherans, we answer: No!
But why? Why should we not sell all that we have and distribute it to the poor?
The simplest explanation is this: If we sold everything we have, our wife and our children would be neglected. In
other words, to sell everything we have and give it to the poor would ignore, even abandon, those whom God has
placed in our care. Our money, everything we have, is not to be used solely for the church. But that doesn’t mean it
isn’t to be used for the purpose God intends.
Everyone has three stations in life, three spheres in which we live and are to be of service to our neighbors. These
stations are the church, the family, and society. We are members of all three of these by birth.
•
•
•

We are born into the church by water and the Word of God, and our duties to others in the church arise from
either our birth into the church or the birth of others by Baptism into it.
We are born into a family, and our duties to others stem from either our birth into that family or the birth of
others into our family.
Finally, we are born into society, which is simply a further extension of our birth into our family. The duties we
have toward other members of society come from either our birth or the birth of others into the same society.

All that we have and all that we are is to be pressed into service for the church, the family, and society. If we were to
sell all we have and give only to one, the other two would be neglected, and our duties toward them would falter.
So consider your life and all that you have in light of these three
stations. You pay taxes to support and help those in society. You
provide food, clothing, and shelter for the members of your
family. You save for college for your children.
But the one station that is usually thought of last is the church.
Since the needs of the family and society are more immediate,
the church is often given what is left over. This is not how it
should be. Rather, we are to give of our first fruits – the best from
off the top – even as Abel gave the best of his flock.

Everyone has three stations in life,
three spheres in which we live and are
to be of service to our neighbors.
These stations are the church, the
family, and society. We are members
of all three of these by birth.
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Stewardship continued…

This requires forethought and intent. It means that you sit down and make a plan for what you will give from
the beginning. It means sticking to it even when it seems there are other more immediate and pressing
things.
Stewardship continued…
This is all the more necessary now as we enter into periods of time while giving is low due to high
unemployment or restrictions on meeting in church to give. If we love God, his gifts of forgiveness given
through the means of grace we receive at church and only at church, then we will support the church just as
we love our country and our family.
For all that we have and all that we are is given to us by our gracious and giving God. He spared no expense
for us and our salvation. He gave up His Son into death so that our sins are forgiven, and we will live. What is
more, He provides for all that we need for this body and life. And our lives in this world, among these three
spheres of the church, the family, and society, are to mirror the generosity of the one who gave us life in all
three by birth.
Don’t let the church, your divine family, be ignored or even an afterthought. The church is nurturing you,
bringing you up in salvation by Word and Sacrament for eternal life.
From LCMS Stewardship
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Assisting Us In Worship — JULY
Altar Care
Lynnata Marttila
10:30 am Worship Service
July Birthdays
07/02
07/05
07/13
07/14
07/15
07/19
07/21
07/24

Brian Cobb
Linda Montgomery
Miller Littke
Sally Pinski
John Flarry
Sharon Schell
Glen Kortlever
Peggy Hind

August Birthdays
08/02
08/06
08/09
08/11
08/13
08/17
08/20
08/22
08/23
08/25
08/26
08/29

Helen Granger
Larry Schell
Shelby Dupuis
Joe Stephens
Dale Harshman
Marianne Giusti
Richard Hallmark
Hunter Kuljis
Cheryl Kortlever
Cindy McKay
Jan Willand
George Leonard

July & August Anniversaries
07/04
07/04
07/11
07/24
08/16
08/27

Dennis & Sue Urbanec
George & Ann Leonard
Louie & Heidi Kuljis
Harold & Jamie Dupuis
Karl & Melissa Noste
Darryl & Marsha Edin

As the angels sing heavenly praises for our God above,
As the dawn touches the Earth with its soft rays,
As another chapter of your life starts anew,
I wish that God will grant you your heart’s greatest desire
And your presence endows peace to others
as refreshing as the morning dew.
Have a blessed and wonderful birthday or anniversary!

—————————————————
Note: If your birthday or wedding anniversary is not
listed on this page or if it is incorrect, please contact the
church office so we can make the correction.
Shut-ins: Virginia Blackmore, Ken Hindman

Elder Care List
A—Gra:
H—Lu:

Ross Abbe

M—Sch: Kari Marttila
Sm—Wri: Patrick O’Connor

(c) 360.908.2545
360. 734.9088
360.318.5298
515.707.3928

July 5
Usher:
Reader:
Counters:
Coffee Hostess:
Sound:
Elder on Duty:
July 12
Usher:
Reader:
Counters:
Coffee Hostess:
Sound:
Elder on Duty:
July 19
Usher:
Reader:
Counters:
Coffee Hostess:
Sound:
Elder on Duty:
July 26
Usher:
Reader:
Counters:
Coffee Hostess:
Sound:
Elder on Duty:

Roger Granger
Lynnata Marttila
Cheryl K. / Annie T.
Dee W. / Susanne M.
Ross Abbe
Patrick Heaviside
Rex Watt
Linda R. / Kari M.
Marianne G. / Sally P.

Louie Kuljis
Ross Abbe
Barb A. / Peggy H.
Cheryl K. / Jamie D.

Roger Granger
Rex Watt
Ron W. / Kelsey H.
Heidi K. / Micah P.

PLEASE NOTE:
Borrowing from Dee’s note from the Hostess
Volunteer Schedule….
Returning to a Worship Assistant / Volunteer
Schedule is unknown at this time due to the
COVID 19 regulations. However, we are
planning so that we are ready when these
restrictions have been lifted. If you are not
ready to serve, or would like your name to be
removed, please let the office know a.s.a.p.
FORWARD WITH GOD!
Tara
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PLEASE NOTE: THE EVENTS BELOW MAY ALL CHANGE AS NEW DEVELOPMENTS ARE
ANNOUNCED REGARDING THE CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) UPDATES…
TITHE ENVELOPES — Thank you for your continued tithe offerings. Just a reminder
to write out Redeemer Lutheran Church on your check. Thank you.
You may continue to drop off your tithe envelopes to the secure Prayer Box.
SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY MEETS AT 9:15 am: "Insight into Today's Bible Readings". We will be
examining and discussing the scriptural readings for the day's service.
TUNE INTO THE LUTHERAN HOUR: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler, Lutheran Hour Speaker, gives a sermon each
Sunday. The program also features hymns and reflections on the texts.
Online:
www.kfuo.org
Radio: 550AM KARI 8:30 pm
VBS UPDATE: There will be no Vacation Bible school this summer unfortunately. Since the COVID shut down
and the recent slow reopening of church and regulations they ask us to follow we don’t have time and
“comfortable” volunteers to give our “whole” dedication to the children. This breaks my heart but I feel it is
best. Heidi K.
ALTAR GUILD HELP NEEDED: We could use a few more ladies (or gentlemen) from the church who would like
to volunteer for this ministry. For more information contact Lynnata M.
2020 ALTAR FLOWERS SIGN-UP SHEET is posted on the bulletin board by the office. This is an opportunity
for you to have flowers placed on the altar in honor of a birthday, anniversary, memory, etc. If you would like
to place flowers on the alter for a special occasion, please place your name and phone number on the line
corresponding with the date on the alter flower sign-up sheet. If you would like Lynnata to purchase flowers
for you, please contact her - 360-318-5298.

AND GOD BLESS YOU from the Ferndale Food Bank for the 114 pounds of
groceries and also money that you gave as a thank offering when you gathered to
worship on your first day back to church.
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SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP HOSTESS SCHEDULE JULY – DECEMBER 2020
Gracious!!!! What a year 2020 has been. Our Lord has certainly humbled us to turn our eyes
upon Him these past few months as so many unexpected/unknown circumstances have
touched our lives.
We’ve never experienced such a time as this and returning to a church fellowship schedule is
unknown at this time. However, we walk daily in God’s grace trusting in Him and we plan as
best we know.
Thus, we look ahead to the remainder of 2020 and give thanks for all of you who serve with
joy-filled hospitality and look forward to the opportunity to once again share and encourage
one another over a cup of coffee and refreshments.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow!
Dee
(A partial Hostess Volunteer Schedule is posted below. Please check your mailbox for a hard
copy.)

JULY 05
JULY 12
JULY 19
JULY 26

Dee Watt & Susanne Martinsen
Marianne Giusti & Sally Pinski
Cheryl Kortlever & Jamie Dupuis
Heidi Kuljis & Micah Potvin

AUGUST 02
AUGUST 09
AUGUST 16
AUGUST 23
AUGUST 30

Sue Urbanec & Val Mossman
Joy Anderson & Linda Reinikka
Barb Abbe & Deanne Bowen
Dee Watt & Susanne Martinsen
5th Sunday Potluck

SEPTEMBER 06
SEPTEMBER 13
SEPTEMBER 20
SEPTEMBER 27

Marianne Giusti & Sally Pinski
Cheryl Kortlever & Jamie DuPuis
Heidi Kuljis & Micah Potvin
Sue Urbanec & Val Mossman

Independence Weekend

Labor Day Weekend
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Sunday School Newsletter — July
Sunday School is done for this school year and we will take a break until rally day in
September! I hope you all have a wonderful summer! Our Sunday School time was cut
short but I am praying for a fun start in September!
There will be no Vacation Bible school this summer unfortunately. Since the COVID shut
down and the recent slow reopening of church and regulations they ask us to follow we
don’t have time and “comfortable” volunteers to give our “whole” dedication to the
children. This breaks my heart but I feel it is best.
Enjoy summer and read your Bible, pray everyday and you’ll GROW…GROW…GROW!!!

Love Always,
Heidi
360-815-0295
PreSchool@RedeemerBellingham.com
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Redeemer Lutheran Preschool
858 W. Smith Road
Bellingham, WA 98226
Dear Redeemer Family,
We finished the preschool year with an all class picnic on June 22nd at the preschool, outside, it was a beautiful
day! I was so happy to see their smiling faces, I miss them so much and was so upset we had to end our year so
early! I wish them all the best and many blessings as they move on to kindergarten and hope to see the T/Th
children back next year!
I look forward to preparing for next year’s school year and we already have 10 (in total) signed up for 2020-21 –
thank you Lord! As of this moment I am planning as usual and praying we can start as normal in the fall. From
what I am hearing about public schools I feel like we have a good possibility to start! We will see what God’s
plan is for his children!
I am including a wish list of a few items that would be needed for preschool this coming school year if any of you
would like to contribute I would very much appreciate it!
I hope you are all well and the summer sunshine will bring you many smiles and blessings!
Thank you for all your prayers for Melissa and I and our preschool children, we were blessed in so many ways!
To God be the glory!
Summer Blessings,
Heidi
PreSchool@RedeemerBellingham.com

24 ct. box of Crayola crayons (24)
Clorox wipes (LOTS)
Dixie Cups 5 oz (2 boxes)
Box of Goldfish crackers (1 Costco box)
Dollar Tree GC
Michaels GC

Elmer’s glue sticks (48)
Paper plates 6” (2 packs)
Napkins (2 packs)
Box of Fruit Snacks (1 Costco box)
Hobby Lobby GC

Preschool registration forms are posted on our website. If you prefer, you may call the office and they will
e-mail or mail you one.
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by

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

What the Heart of the Young Man Said to the Psalmist
Tell me not, in mournful numbers,
"Life is but an empty dream!"
For the soul is dead that slumbers,
And things are not what they seem.

Trust no Future, howe'er pleasant!
Let the dead Past bury its dead!
Act,--act in the living Present!
Heart within, and God o'erhead!

Life is real! Life is earnest!
And the grave is not its goal;
"Dust thou art, to dust returnest,"
Was not spoken of the soul.

Lives of great men all remind us
We can make our lives sublime,
And, departing, leave behind us
Footprints on the sands of time;

Not enjoyment, and not sorrow,
Is our destined end or way;
But to act, that each to-morrow
Finds us farther than to-day.

Footprints, that perhaps another,
Sailing o'er life's solemn main,
A forlorn and shipwrecked brother,
Seeing, shall take heart again.

Art is long, and Time is fleeting,
And our hearts, though stout and brave,
Still, like muffled drums, are beating
Funeral marches to the grave.

Let us, then, be up and doing,
With a heart for any fate;
Still achieving, still pursuing
Learn to labor and to wait.

In the world's broad field of battle,
In the bivouac of Life,
Be not like dumb, driven cattle!
Be a hero in the strife!
For what is your life? It is even a vapor, that
appeareth for a little time, and then
vanisheth away. James 4:14
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SPREAD THE WORD
REDEEMER LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL
IS NOW ENROLLING …
It's that time! We are now enrolling for the 2020-2021
school year. If you would like to register, you can
download the registration packet from our website
(www.redeemerbellingham.com) or call the office and
we will have one ready for you or we can email you
one! 360-384-5923
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Lutherans For Life Quote: July 26
“Our lives may be full of stress, but Jesus is with us as He has always been—
walking with us, holding us in His hands, keeping us in His care. Nothing can
take God’s love away from us. Nothing, not even death—not even death on
a cross!—can keep Jesus from the people He came to save.”
Dr. Kari Vo, Lutheran Hour Ministries – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life •
www.lutheransforlife.org

Stay connected to the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
IF YOU WANT HELP UNDERSTANDING the world from a Lutheran perspective:
The Lutheran Witness (lcms.org/witness)
IF YOU LIKE HEARING directly from the president and other members of the president’s office: Witness,
Mercy, Life Together blog (wmltblog.org)
IF YOU WANT TO CONNECT with other LCMS Lutherans: LCMS Facebook
Twitter (!thelcms), Instagram (thelcms) and Periscope

(facebook.com/thelcms),

IF YOU WANT TO HEAR from LCMS leadership: Leader blog (blogs.lcms.org, category/leader-blog)
IF YOU’RE SEARCHING for stories of the Church in action:
Lutherans Engage the World (lcms.org/lutheransengage)

IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR NEWS: Reporter (blogs.lcms.org/reporter)
IF YOU CAN’T GET ENOUGH of all things mission:
Journal of Lutheran Mission (lcms.org/journaloflutheranmission)
IF YOU WANT IT ALL: LCMS News and Publications (blogs.lcms.org)

Free Cards

Share God’s Word by Using Free Gideon Cards
How would you like to extend the missionary outreach of our church to some 200
countries around the world? You are encouraged to use Gideon cards to send the
Word and Change a Life!
Every time you send a Gideon card, your donation for Bibles will send God’s
Word to someone who desperately needs it—perhaps in your own neighborhood or somewhere else around the world.
Gideon cards can be given in the memory of someone special (sympathy
cards) or for any special occasion, and that’s a life-changing difference!
Check out the display of free Gideon cards in our church. Where are they?
They are on the wooden shelf at the back wall in the fellowship room. Help
yourself. Then, let these cards acknowledge your gift in memory or in honor of
someone, and provide Bibles, helping fulfill the Great Commission. Thank you for
sharing God’s Word around the world.
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